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Art.  I.  Anecdotes  of  the  Life  of  the  Right  llonr  lP^ilHam  Pitti 
‘  ^Earl  of  djathcitth  titjd  if  the  pnncipb I  Events  of 'his  Tune* 
his  Speeches  in.Parliament  fiom  the  Te<i*'  i'] ^b'to  the  Tear  I77,8«, 
pp.  728.  410.  2  vols.  il.  i6s.  boards.  Jordan.  London,  I792.  ^ 

* . ,  •  '  *  .  '  i'  * 

E  S  E  biographical  anecdotes  relate  to  a  perfon  and  a  pe-^ 

**  riod  connected  ^ith  a  fcries  of  the  inoft  glorious  military; 
ttanTadlions  in  the  annals'  of 'Britain.  The  author  afpircs  not 
tb  the  charafter  of  ^  hiftorian,  but  profellcs.  me^^eIy.  to^hiwe? 
colledled.  a  fund  of  materials,  which  may  afford  information  to 
fome  future. in(]^uirer ;  and  he  declares  binifelf  not  con|fcious..of^ 
having  advanced  one  falfehood^.  The  iiarfativ^e,  indeed,  appq^^^ 
to  be  every  where  fupp’orted,  either  by  the,  evidence  of  well- 
known  fa(fts,,  or  of  private  incidents rwbioh  have  generally  ob^,  ' 
uined  the  credit  of  the  public/  A  large  part  of  the  vrorlc.coh-;,^^ 
lifts  of  fpeeches.  in  parliament ;  fome  of  whichi  compiji^^l; 
infpjrms  lis,  are  printed  from  notes,"^aa4*olhers  Ve  copied.  Iroi^^^ 
various  publications,  in  England,  HoUaiid,  jind 
I  The  Earl  of 'Chatham  was  born  on  the  15  th  of  November^ 
|t708,  in  jthe.  parifh  of  St.  James's,  He. received 

I  the  firfl:  part  oGhis  education  at  Eton,  where  he  was  placecj,;*^ 
upon  the  foundation.  At  the  an-e  of  eighteen  he  was  fent  to 
Trinity  College,  Oxford;  and  among- the-' verfes  prefented^  b.y'  ’ 
that  uni  verfity  upon  the  death  of  George  the  Firft,  we..meec^ 
^XVtln  compofifion;*  in  hexameter  verfe,\^y  ;^r.  Pitt 
cohfiftirior  of  about  fifty  lines,  which  evince  both  a  warm. ima-'  . 
igination,  and  a  clafli’cal  taftc.ih  that  language. 

;  *  Before  he  left  Eton  he  was  afflicted  with  the  gouty'  Which  in-* 
freafed  during  his  refidence  at  Oxf^d  5  and  which  at  length* 

P^'Miged  him  to  quit  the  univerfity  vylthout  taking  a  degree.  ,He 
erwards  made  the  tour  of  part  of  France,  and  part  pf  Italy  j. 
tiis  difordcr,  being  .too  firmly. Cftablifhed  by  hereditary  entail. 
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was  not  removed  by  it.  He,  however,  conftantly  employed  the 
intervals  from  this  painful  and  tedious  malady  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  mind.  It  was  faid  by  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  who, 
according  to  the  biographer,  rather  envied  than  admired  Mr, 
Pitt’s  fuperiority,  ‘  that  thus  he  acquired  a  great  fund  of  pre- 
•  mature  and  ufefiil  knowledge.’ 

He  came  firft  into  parliament  in  the  month  'of  February, 
173s,  for  the  borough  of  Old  Sarum.  Having  five'  fitters  and 
an  cider  brother,  his  fortune  was  not  very  confiderable :  his 
friends  therefore  obtained  for  him  a  cornet’s  commillioh  in  the 
blues,  in  addition  to  his  income. 

Mr.  Pitt’s  firft  fpecch  in  parliament  was  on  the  29th  of  April, 
1736,  upon  feconding  a  motion  made  by  his*  friend  Mr.  Lyttel¬ 
ton,  afterwards  lord  of  that  name,  for  prefenting  an  addrefs  to 
his  majefty  upon. the  nuptials  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The 
foeeches  of  both  gentlemen,*  being  what  are  called  maiden,  or 
ftrft  fpeeches,  were  honoured  with  the  warmeft  approbation  of 
every  auditor.’  Upon  every  queftion  Mr.  Pitt  divided  with  his 
friends,  againft  the  minifter ;  of  whofe  meafufes,  on  every  oc- 
cafion,  he  vras  a  firm  and  determined  opponent.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  was  exafperated  by  this  conduft;  and  havings  a  little 
before,  exercifed  his  power  to  the  prejudice  of  fome  other  mi¬ 
litary  officers,  for. a  fimilar  offence,  he  made  no  helitation  in 
likewife  difmiffing  Mr.  Pitt ;  a  ftep  which  only  ferved  to  in- 
creafe  the  coiifequencc  of  the  latter,  both  in  the  eyes  of  his  pa¬ 
trons  and  the  public.  On  this  occafion'  the  following  line3 
were  addfefled  to  him  by  Mr.  Lyttelton*: 


'  Long  had  thy  virtues  mark’d, thee  out  for  fame, 
Fai:>  far  fiiperior  to  a  cornet's  name : 

This  gen’rous  Walpole  faw,  and  griev’d  to  find 
So  mean  a  poft  dlfgrace  that  noble  mind. 
Thefervile  llandard  from  the  freeborn  hand 
He  took,  and  bad  thee  lead  the  patriot  band.’ 


Lord  Cobham,  a  nobleman  in  high  eftimation,  was  g 

among  the  foremoft  to  offer  his  fervices  aiid  friendfhip  to  Mr. 

Pitt.  ^  It  is  no  wonder,  indeed,’  fays  the  biographer,  *  that 
^  a  nobleman  poffeffing  the  knowledge,  the  virtue,  and  the  dif- 
‘  cernment  of  Lord  Cobhana,  Ihould  be  fo  captivated  with,  and 

♦  attach^  to  his  young  friend^  for  to  brilliancy  of  talents,  to  a 
^  high  fenfe  of  honour,  and  to  the  moft  •  exalted  principles  of 

*  public  and .  private  virtue,  Mr.  Pitt  had  united  every  elegant 

•  accompliftimcnt ;  and  his  manners  and  addrefs.  were  as  irre- 
••fiftible  as  his  eloquence.’ 

For  fcveral  years  the  hiftory  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  life  confifts  of  his 
conduit  in  parliament,  where,  through  fuccelfive  changes  in 

adminiftration, 


iMii 


Anecditef  of  the  Life  of  the  Right  Hon.  TVtlliam  Pitt*  403 

adminiftration,  he  continued  a  vigorous  opponent  of  the  mca- 
fures  of  government.  On  tJjis  account,  Sarah,  Duchefs  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Marlborough,  by  a  codicil  to  her  will,  dated  on  the 
nth  of  Auguft,  1744,  bequeathed  to  Mr.  Pitt  a  le^cy  in  thefc 
words :  ‘  1  alfo  give  to  William  Pitt,  of  the  parifli  of  St.J  tmes’s, 
‘  within  the  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  Efq.  the  fum  of  ten  thou- 
‘  fand  pounds,  upon  account,  of  his  merit  in  the  noble  defence 
‘  he  has  made  for  the  fupport  of  the  laws  of  England,  and  to 
‘  prevent  the  ruin  of  his  country.*  . 

In  1746  Mr.  Pitt,  whofe  promotion,  we  are  told,  had  before 
been  pofitivcly  refufed  by  his  majefty,  was  appointed  a  vice- 
treafurer  of  Ireland ;  and,  in  May  following,  fucceeded  to  the 
place  of  paymafter  of  the  forces ;  a  fituation  in  which  he  is 
faid  to  have  acquitted  himfelf  with  fingular  honour  and  inte* 
grity.  One  faft,  relative  to  this  fubjeft,  defcrves  to  be  particu¬ 
larly  mentioned,  When  the  parliament,  granted  fubfidies  to  the 
King  of  Sardinia  and  Queen  of  Hungary,  payable  at  the  pay- 
mafter's  office,  half  per  cent,  or  more  ufed  to  be  taken  froni 
the  whole  fubfidy,  in  the  mott  reputable  times,  and  by  thofe  of 
the  moft  approved  charaders,  as  a  perquifite  of  office.  This, 
which  would  have  amounted  to  a  large  fumi  Mr,  Pitt  refufed. 
The  King  of  Sardinia,  oh  being  informed  of  the  tranfa^Iion, 
eaprelTed  his  furprife  at  fuch  an  inftance  of  difmtereftednefs,  and 
ordered  his  agent  to  offer  the  fame  (ym,  as  a  royal  prefcnt, 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  before  refufed  it  as  a  perquifite.  His  aii- 
fwcr  was,'  that  as  the  parliament  had  granted  thofe  fums  for  fuch 
ufes,  he  had  no  right  to  any  part  of  the  money;  that  he  did  no 
more  than  his  duty  in  paying  it  entire ;  hoped  the  refufal  of  the 
king's  prefent  upon  that  occafion  would. not  give  offence. .  When 
his  Sardinian  majefty  was  informed  of  this,  he  faid,  ‘  Surely  this 
‘  Engliftiman  is  fomewhat  more  than  a  man.* 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham,  when  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle 
was  promoted  to  the  treafury,  Mr.  Pitt,  we  are  told,  expected 
tp  be  made  (Secretary  of  ftate ;  but  he  was  not  appointed  to  that 
elficc  till  October,  1756.  At  this  period  commenced •  his  re¬ 
nowned  adminiftration,  which  continued,  but  with  interruption, 
until  Oftober,  1761,  when  he  refigned  his  employment,  amidft: 
the  applaufe,  and  to  the  general  regret,  of  his  country. 

While  he  held  the  place  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  he  had  no  le¬ 
vees,  but  dedicated  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  his  ftatlon ; 
^he  retired  from  office  with  little  more  than  the  penfion  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  a  year  for  his  fupport.  It  appears  that 
legociations  were  afterwards  repeatedly  opened  with  him  for 
tfiiming  a  Ihare  in  the  government;  in  confequence  of  one  of 
'^^hich  bp  held,  for  a  fbort  period,  the  place  of  lord-privy-feal ; 
^henceforth  he  lived  uniformly  retired  from  public  affaiis ; 

C  c  2  however, 
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however,  on  great  national  fubjefts,  ftill  diftinguifliing  himfclf 
occafionally  by  his  fplendld  and  animated  lpeeches  in  parliament. 
On  being  appointed  to  the  privy-feal  he  was  raifed  to  the  dig, 
nity  of  Earl  of  Chatham.  . 

This  diftinguifhed  perfonage  died  at  Hayes,  in  Kent,  on  the 
eleventh  of  May  1778,  in  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age. 

'Eo  the  concife  account  above  given  of  his  life,  we  fliall  fub- 
jpin.the  following  renaarks  on  his  oratory,  copied  from  a  paper 
in  the  appendix ; 


*  Of  all  the  charaftcriftic  features  by  which  his^  oratory  was  diftin¬ 
guifhed,  none  Was  more  eminent  than  the  bold  purity  and  claflical 
force  of  phrafeology. 

•  1  hofe  who  have  been  witnelTes  to  the  wonders  of  his  eloquence— 
who  have  liftened  to  the  mufic  of  his  voice,  or  trembled  at  its  ma- 
jefty — who  have  feeii  the  perfuafive  gracefulnefs  of  his  adlion,  or  have 
felt  its  force ;  thofe  wIk)  have  caught  the  flame  of  eloquence  from 
his  eye — who  have  rejoiced  at  the  glories  of  his  countenance — or 
fhrunk  from  his  frowns — will  remember  the  refiftlefs  power  with  which 
he  imprefled  convi6Uon.  In  thefe  (ketches  of  his  original  genius  they 
wd!l  read  what  they  have  heretofore  heard ;  and  their  memory  will 
give  due  action  to  the  piflure,  by  re-figuring  to  their  minds  what  they 
have  with  admiration  *  feen.  But,  to  thofe  w^ho  never  heard  nor  faw 
this  accompliflied  orator,  the  utmoft  effort  of  imagination  will  be  ne- 
ceflary,  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  that  combination  of  excellence,  which 
gave  perfection  to  his  eloquence : — his  elevated  afpe^t,*  commanding 
the  .awe  and  mute  attention  of  all  who  beheld  him  ;  whilft  a  certain 
grace  in  his  manner,  confeious  of  all  the  dignities  of  his  fituation,  of 
the  folemn  feeue  he  acted  in,  as  well  as.  his  own  exalted  charader, 
feemed  to  acknowledge  and  repay  the  refped  he  received: — his  ve¬ 
nerable  form  bowed  with  infirnuty  and  age  }  but  animated  by  a  mind 
which  nothing  could  fubdue  :-^his  fpirit  Ihining  through  him,  arming 
his  eye  with  lightning,  and  ^clothing  his  lips  with  thunder;  or,  if 

'  milder  topics  offered,  harmOnifing  his  countenance  In  fmiles,  and  his 
voice  in  foftnefs ;  for  the  tompafs  of  his  powers  was  infinite.  As  no 
idea  w'as  too  vaft,  ‘  no  imagination  too  fublime,  for  the**-grandeur  and 
inajefty  of  his  manner;  fo  t\6  fancy  was  too  playful,  nor  any  allufion 
loo  comic,  for  the  eafe  and 'gaiety  with  which  he  could  accomtnodiite 
to  the  occaflon.  r  But  the  charader  of  his  oratory  was  dignity :  this 
prefided  throughout;  giving  force  becaufe  fecuring  refped,  even  to 
his  fallies  of  pleafantry.  This  elevated /the  moll  familiar. language, 
and  gave  novelty  and  grace  to  the  mod  familiar^  all u (ions ;  fo  that,  in 
his  hand,  even  the  crutch  became  a  weapon  of  oratory.’ 


We  have  already  intimated,  that  the  writenof  thefe  anecdotes 
arrogates  not  the  charader  of  an  hiftorian.  He  appears,  however, 
to  have  been  extremely  induftrious  in  colleding  materials,  both  in 
the  narrative  and  appendix,  which' may  prove*' highly  ufeful,  2; 
Come  future  period,  to  a  biographer  who  is  refolvcd  to  compoif 
a  more  elaborate  work  on  the  fubjed. 

Art- 
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f  *1  ,  • 

H  »  *  •  “  .  "  • 

Art.  II»  Sacred  Biography  \  being  a  Sequel  to  ihe  HiJiorj  of  the 
Patriarchs:  containing  the  'Hiflorj  of  Dehorahj  Ruth^  and  Han¬ 
nah.  By  Henry  Hunter^  D.  D,  Vol.  FI.  pp.  540.  8vo.  6s, 
boards**  Murray,’  London,  1792.  '  ^ 

DR!  Hunter  is  not  one  of  the  millions  who  are  merely  fruges 
cmjumere^nati^  but  ranks  high  among  thofe  benefailors  of 
the  world  who  have  employed  their  talents  and  their  labour  to 
convey  inftruiSion  and  pleafure  to  mankind.  When  we  an¬ 
nounce  the  fixth  volume  of  Sacred  Biography,  we  need  not  add, 
that  this  ingenious  writer  has  largely  contributed  his  fliare  to 
provide  the  feaft  of  reafon  and  religion  for  thofe  who  will  fit 
down  and. partake  of  the  rich  repaft.  It  has  been»  long  a  ge¬ 
neral  complaint,  that  the  ordinary  form  and  ftrain  of  difcourfes 
compofed  on  the  dodtrines  and  duties  of  Chriftianity,  are  of  too 
abftradl  a  nature  to  arreft  the  multitude  of  readers,  efpecially  of 
young  perfons,  and  of  thofe*  who  have  not  been  accuftomed  to 
mental  exertions  and  intellediual  puiiuits.  Our  author  has  hap¬ 
pily  adopted  a  method  that  is  not  liable  to  thofe  objedlions*;  and 
by  taking  the  moft  remarkable  adlions  and  characters  recorded 
in  the  facred  fcriptures  as  his  text,  he  gives  us  a  juft  and  link¬ 
ing  pidliire  .of  life  and  manners,  and  teaches  us,,  by  example, 
\vhat  we  ought  to  follow,  and  what  we  ought  to  ftiun ;  what  we 
ought  to  do,  and  from  what  we  ought  to  abftain.  His  fuccefs 
has  been  very  confiderable  ;»  and  we  think  that  the4)odlor  is  pe¬ 
culiarly. qualified  to  treat  fubjedts  of  this  nature  with  (kill,  pre- 
cifion,  and  efFedl.  He  pofiefles  a  compreKenfive  mind,  an  eye 
that  penetrates  to’ the  fprings  of  human  adlions,  a  lively  and  vi¬ 
gorous  imagination,  a  folid  judgment,  and  great, powers  of  lan¬ 
guage  to  exprefs  his  conceptions  '‘with  elegance,  ftreiigth,  and 
pathos.  It  has  frequently  been  remarked,  that,  in  a  long  work, 
the  firft  volumes  are  generally,  the  beft  ;  the  mind  becomes  jaded 
with  the  talk,  grows  languid,  and  fometimes  carelefs.  But  wo’ 
fee  no  reafon  to  apply  the  obfervation  to  the  prefen t  work. -The 
volume  now  before  us  is  equal  to  any  of  the  former,  and,  on  the 
whole,  fijperior.,  •  Dr.  Hunter  calls  it  Female  Biography.  It 
Contains  an  account  of  three  females,  of  whofe  hiftory  we  have 
fome  brief  traits  in  the  facred  fcripture,  viz.  Deborah,  Ruth, 
mnd  Hannah.  ’  They  all  appear  in  different  charadlers:  Deborah 
■n  a  public  .ftatlon,  as  the  deliverer  of  her  country;  Ruth  as  a 
Vefolate  widow,  and  an  aftedlionate  daughter-in-law  ;  i  and  Han- 
as  a  mother  employed  in  the  education  of  her  fon.  Tho 
Vodpr  has  obferved  and  improved  thefe,  and  made  the  mod  of 
Vcm,.and  has  introduced  as  much  concerning  the  female  cha- 
I  C  c  3  radler, 
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j:a£^r,  in  various  points  qf  view>  as  could  be  done  with  pro* 
priety  from  his  t^t.  x.  K 

The  yokime  opens  with  an  ingenious  and  fenfible  difcourfe 
*  On  Wonian’s  Nature,  Station,  Duty,  Ufe,  and  End;*  and 
then  we  are  introdilced  to  good  Deborah,  the  wife  of  Lapidoth, 
and  attend  her  while  ftie  iudee^  IfraeL  coes. forth  to  battle  at?ainft 


and  attend  her  while  ftie  judged  Ifrael,  goes. forth  to  battle  againft 
the  hoft  of  Sifera,  and  fmgs  an  enrapturing  fong  of  praife  to  Je¬ 
hovah,  who  crowned  her  with  vidioryi  Her  appearance  in  a 
public  charadler  the  Dodlor  docs  not  think  a  proper  model  of 
•imitation  for  the  ladies*  Whether  they  will  all  agree  with  him 
in  the  following  fentiment  we  are  in  doubt: 

f  *  *  • 

f  -The  rarity  of  the  jnftances,  the  peculiarity  of  the  fituations,  and 
the  Angularity  oiF  the  fprit  and  c6ndii^  apparent  in  the  female  cha- 
rafters  (Deborah  and  Jad)  here  brought  into  public  view,  forbid  by 
more  than  a  pofiiive  law,  female  interference  in  matters  of  bufmefs 
and  of  government.  Believe  me#, -my  fair  friends,'  It  is  not.  ftripping 
you  of  your  ju(l  importance,  it  is  increafing  and  fecuring  it,  to  fay, 
.  the  lhadc  is  your  native,  your  proper  flation;  it  is  there  you  fhine, 
it  is  there  you  are.pfeful,  it  is  there  you  are  refpcdlablc.  Your  hearti 
your  uhdcrnandIngV,fUr^P^  ^1^^  truth  of  It.  Is  there  a  woman 
^mong  you  who  woiild  not  prefer \in  obfeufiiy  the,  affeftion  of  he; 
hulhand,  the  ilttachment  and  gratitude  Of  her  children,  the  cftim'ation 
and  refpedl  of  her  friend's,  to  all  the  public  fplendour  of  Deborah’s 
magifterial- power  and  prophetic  fplrit;  to  all  the  blufliing;*  impur* 
plcd.honcurs  of  Jael^i  more  than  fnafciiline  refentnient?  It  is  rot 
your  want''df  talents  for  governtnent  we  difpute;  it  is  the  fuitablenefs 
"  of  goyeriuncnl  to  your  talents,  your  natural  difpofitipns,  your  real 
honour  and  happin^fs.  ..A  .wife  and  good. woman  n^ver  qin  defireto 


h^ome  the  objeft  of  uniyerfal  admiration,  nor  the  fubjeft  of  every 
one’s 'difcourfe;  If  yqu  aim  at  fo  mucb»  depend  upon  it  you  will  lofe 


foincthing  of  what  ydu  have,  and  what  is  infinitely  .better,  than  all 
the’  incenfe  of  fi^ttery,  than  a^.  th^  fonnets  of  a  thouiand  poeu 
fWains/ 


:  The  paragraph* dofes  with  the* following  elegant  compliment 
to  the  partner^  of  our  Sovereign’s  throne,  which  fhews  that  the 
Dodoris  not  infeded  with  mania  of  the  king  and  queen  de 
fyifing  tribe  among  us : '  ’  ‘  ‘ 


•  In  the  hifiory  of  our  own  country,*  the  reigns. of  two  female  fove 
reigns  flKnb’virith  cpnfpicuous  lufife  ;  they  were  'periods  of  great  m 
tional  pfbfperity  and  glory.  But  ibe^weakcft  of  women  would  nc: 
furely  thence  infer  that  the  fcepire  ought  always  tb  be  committed 
,  female  hands.  With  all  due  defcrerxc  to  the  memory  of  an  Eli^i 
beth  and  an  Anne,  and  the  geaer^  felicity  which  their  adminifiratic 
diffufed  over  the  land ;  Great-Brifoih  can  look  with  pride  and  exult 
tion  tp  a  queen  whofie  perfonal  glory , and  virtues  rar  exceed  thel 
Not  a  foveieign#  indeed,  but  a  partner  of  the  throne;  who  Ihines 
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itafori^s  cyci  'bcciofe  fhc  afFefls  not  to  ftinc ;  reigns  over  willing 
hearts,  becaufc  (he  difclaims  all  rule ;  is  great  and  bleffed  among  wo¬ 
men,  becaufe  (he  nobly  finks  the  princefs  in  the  woman/the  wife^  the 
mother,  and  the  fiiebd*’ 

The  exertions  of  Deborah  in  behalf  of  her  opprcfTed  country 
lead  the  Do<ftor  to  the  following  manly  and  animated  defence  of 
humanity  and  benevolence,  and  hold  him  up  to  view  as  the 
warm-hearted  friend  of  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  mankind : 

‘  Ah!  little  do  we  reflect,  living  at  our  cafe,  enjoying  the  blefiinga 
of  mild  and  equitable  government,  *  fittiog  every  one  under  his  vine, 

*  and  under  his  fig-tree,  while  there  is  none  to  make  us  afraid little 
do  we  refle6l  on  the  mifery  and  tears  of  myriads  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  opprelTed,  and  there  is  none  to  help  them  ;  whofe  cry  in- 
ceftantly  rifes  up  to  heaven,  but  rifes  in  defpair.  Think  what  multi¬ 
tudes  of  the  bold  and  hardy  Africans  are  yearly  driven  or  trepanned 
into  fervitude,  through  the  violence  or  craft  of  their  own  country* 
nien,  or  through  the  more  fierce  and  unrelenting  principle  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  avarice,  which  has  reduced  llavery  to  a  fykem,  has  invented 
an  ai^cle  of  commerce  which  God  and  nature  abhor,  and  concur  to 
prohibit :  and  what  is  the  fubje£l  of  the  infamous,  impious  traffic  ? 

The  fouls  and  bodies  of  men. 

*  Who  can  turn  his  eyes,  without  weeping  tears  of  blood,  to  the 
fertile  foil,  the  clement  air,  and  the  fimple,  harmlefs  inhabitants  of 

the  eaftefn  world,  and  oblerve  the  gifts  of  nature  perverted  into  a  v 

curfe,  the  goodhefs  of  Providence  thwarted  by  the  cUrfed  luft  of 
power,  6t  more  curfed  luft  of  wealth,  and  the  patient,  uncomplaining 
Ailsdic  perilhing  for  hunger  in  his  own  luxuriant  domain,  anid  the 
Ganges  difgorging  millions  of  ftfe»^id  corpfes  into  the  ocean,  and  t^ 
corpfe  of  wretches  who  died  for  lick  of  food,  to  purchafe  for  a  ftill 
Ijeatef  wretch  an  empty  title,  and  a  feat  among  the  lawgivers  of  tjiie 
wifeft,  moft  polifhed,  and  humane  of  the  nauons  of  the  wellern 
world  •  *  '  *  '  ' 

*  —Behold,  yet  again — no  ;  I  fickeh  at  the  horrid  profpeft — and 
will  no  longer  encroach  on  the  feelings  of  humanity,  by  exhibiting 
the  more  than  favage  barbarity  of  fyftematip  cruelty  and  oppreffion, 

God  of  mercy  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  thefe  .Iiorrqrs! /^flert  thy  offspring 
into  liberty,  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God  P  * 

The  apology  offered  for  the  conduft  of  Jacl  in  putting  Sifera 
to  death  is  ingenious,  and  far  from  being  deffitute  of  weight ; 

*  The  winding-up  of  the  facred  poem  fuggefts  the  moft  fetisfadlory 
apology  for  the  conduft  of  Jael,  and  accounts  at  the  fame  time  for 
the  warmth,  of  the  ftrains  in  which  Deborah  celebrates  that  condu^, 
it  is  ftie  Kotrid  ife  Which  xonquefoTS  ufually  rtade  of  vidory  to  which 
J  allude.  The  wretched  females  of  theVanquifhed  people  fell  a  prey 
to  the  brutal  luft  of  the  viftors.  This'  was  a  c^fe  fo  common,  that 

*  the  mother  of  Sifera  and  her  wife  ladies'' are' reprefented  as  fd  loft 
to  feminine  delicacy  and  compaffion,  as  remorfelefsly  to  exult  in  the 
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thought, of  portioDing  out.  the  virgins  of  Ifraeltto  Sifera  and  his  foU 
diers,  as  the  mere  initruments  of  a  brutal  picture  y  as  one  article  of 
horrid  booty^ for  the  lawlcfs  plundejer.  Judges  v.  28,  29,  30.  Now, 
may  we  not  fuppofc  both  Jael  ai)d  Deborah  animated  with  a  holy  in. 
dignation.  againll  the  intcnded^violators  of  their  fex's  modelly,  and 
honour,  and.  with  a  holy  joy^in  the  defeat  of  their  ungracious  pur- 

5)ofc?  May  we  not  innocently  fuppofe  a  mixture  of  virtuous  female 
pirit  infplring  what  the  one  aded  and  the  other  fung  ?  .  Our  pity  for 
the  fallen  warrior,  and  Jiis  untimely,  inglorious  fate,  mull  of.  courfe 
abate,  when  we  confidcr  that  a  righ^ous  and  merciful  Providence,  hy 
whatever  means,  Ihortened  a  life,  and  flopped  a  career,  which 
threatened  the  life,  the  virtue,  and  the  happinefs  of  thoufands.’ 

•  ^  ’  * 

^  The  ftory  of  Ruth’s  variegated  for, tune  fucceeds  the  more 
public  labours, of  -Deborah,  Every  reader  will  perufe  this  part 
of  the  volume  with  peculiar  pleafure.  The.  fubiedl  is  intereft- 
ing  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  it  is  ably  treated.  We  cannot 
forbear  infertiiig  the  brief  account  Dr.  Hunter  gives  us  of  the 
book  of  Ruth : 

‘  The  little  hiflory  on  which  we  are  now  entering,  is  one  of  thofe 
which  every  where,  and  at  all  feafons,  muft  afford  pleafure  and  in- 
llruftion.  It  is  a  moll  interefling  difplay  of  ordinary  life,  of  fimple 
manners,  of  good  and  honefl  hearts ;  of  the  power  of  friendfliip,  and 
’  the  rewards  of  virtue.  It  forms  an  important  link  .in  the  chain  of 
Providence,  and  the  hiflory  of  redemption.  There  is  perhaps  no 
‘ftory  that  has  been  wrought  into  fo  many  different  forms,  transfufed 
into  fo  many  diifFerent  languages,  accornmodated  to  fo  many  different 
fituatioiis,  as  the  hiflory  of  Ruth,  *  It  is  felt  from  the  cottage  up  to 
the  palace,  by  the  ruflic  and  the  courtier,  by  the  orphan  gleaner  in 
the  field,  and  the  king’s  daughter.'  The  man  of  tafle  delights  in  it 
on  account  of  the  artlefs  ftrudlure,  elegant  didlion,  and  judicious  ar¬ 
rangement,  of  the’. tender  tale.  ‘  The  friend  of  virtuous  fenfibility 
•delights  in  it  for  the  gentle  emotions  which  it  excites, 'and  the  ufefui 
leffoDs  which  it  inculcates.  -The  pious  foul  rejoices  in  it  from  the 
enlarged,  the  inflruftive, .  the  confojatory  views  of  the  Divine  Provi> 
’.dence, "which  it  unfolds.  The  inquiring  and  devout  Chriftian  prizes 
•it,*  as  (landing  in  connexion  with  the  ground  of  his  faith,,  and  con- 
‘.tributrng  to  ftfcngthcn  the  evidence  and  explain  the  nature  of  *  thofc 
things  wherein  he  has  been  inllruftcd,’  and  on  which  he  rells  for  fal- 
vation.  Happy  the  man,  who,  poflfefling  all  thefe  qualities,  (liall  pe- 
rufe  and  employ  it  as  a  corre^lor  and  guide  to  the  imagination,  as  a 
fupport  to  the  fpirit,  as'a  li^ht  to  the  underftahding,  a  monitor  to  the 
confcience>  a  guard  to  the  affeftiorls,  and  a  faithful  in flrueflor  to  the 
heart.’ /  vr 

The  following  remark' on. biQgraphy»  which ^ is  placed. at  the 
beginning  of  the  hiftofy  of  Hannah,  pleafed  jus  much.  Were 
it  attended  to  by  the. numerous  writers  ofdives  and  memoirs,  it 
would  both  fhorten  our  labours,  and  make  them  more  agree¬ 
able  : 
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•  The  memoirs  of  this  godQ  woman’s  life  comprehend  but  a  very 
(hort  period;  a  few  years  at  moft.  Herein  confilts  one  of  the  excel- 
Jmcrcs  of  the  facred  writings..  Othef  writers  drag  you  with  them  into 
dry/  uninterefting  ’details  of  events  which  had  been  much  better  for¬ 
gotten.  You  are  wearied  out  with  the  laborious  dilplay  of  chlldilh 
prattle,  the  pretended  projgnoftic  of  future  eminence,  or  the  doting, 
imperfeft,  diftbrted  recoHettions  of  a  wretched  old  man  who  has  out¬ 
lived*’ him  felf.  There  are,  in  truth,  very  few  particulars  in  any 
man’s  life  worthy  of  being  recorded ;  and  of  thofe  who  really  have 
lived,  ai  very  (hort  memoir  indeed  will  ferve  all  the  valuable  purpofes 
ofhiltory.’  * 

The  brief  records  of  Hannah’s  life  prefent  different  feenes  of 
human  life  from  thofe  which  Deborah  and  Ruth  exhibited.  We 
fee  firll  the  wife  in  a  fituation  embittered  by  the  folly  of  a  huf- 
band  counterafting  the  dictates  of  nature  and  'rcalbn,  by  the 
adoption  of  polygamy.  A  morc  pleafing  object  is  afterwards 
placed  before  our  eyes,  the  good,  affectionate  mother  training  up 
her  fon  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  piety.  The  DoCtor’s  Itric- 
tures  on-polygamy  are  very  juft  ;  hut  we  (hall  not,  by  retailing 
them,  diiturb  the  aihes  of  a  controverfy  which  lately  made  To 
much'noife  in  the  world.  Mr.  Madan’s  Thelypthora,  which  at 
Us  firft  appearance  fo  ftrongly  engaged  the  public  attention,  is 
now  as  completely  forgotten  as  if  it  had  never  exifted  ;  and  peo¬ 
ple  in  general,  notwithftanding  all  his  efforts,  agree  in  thinking 
'the  good  old  way  the  beft^  ‘  that  every  man  (hould  have  his  own 
^  wife,  and  every  wife  her  own  hufband.’  The  concluding  part 
of  the  volume  is  chiefly  occupied  in  remarks  on  education. 
When  we  inform  our  readers  that  two, parts  of  education  were 
completed  before  Samuel  faw  the  light  .of  life,  thefc  at  leaft  will 
appear” to  many  to  be  fanciful.  When,  we  read  grave  directions 
to  the  ladies,  what  they  are  to  eat  and  drink,  when  they  are  in 
the  ftate  that  women  with  to  be  who  love  their  lords,  we  could 
not  forbear  fmiling :  but  we  are  not  furc’  that  the  ladies  will 
fmile.  Perhaps  they  will  frown,  aiid  be  difpleafed  that  a  grey¬ 
headed  divine  Ihould  take  upon  him  to  teacH  the,  efoterlc  doctrines 
of  the  fex  ;  and  be  ready  to  tell  him,  that  though  Ke  underftands 
Greek  and^  Hebrew,  and  theology,  he  does  not  know  the  feeU 
ings'and  longings  of  a.  woman  with  child;  and  beg  that  he 
would,  in  thefe  matters,  leave  them  to  themfelves.  While  we 
notice  thefe  things,  which  are  peculiarities  rather  than  ble- 
mifhes,  we  obferve,  with  great  pleafure,  very  many  admirable 
hints  on  education,  which  will  minifter  to  parents  both  pleafure 
and  improvement :  nor  are  we  lefs  delighted^  with  fome  juft 
ftriClurcs  on  the  faftiionable  abufes  on  that  head,  which  do  but 
too  much  prevail.  We  wilhed  to  give  an  extract  or  two  here, 
but  OUT  limits  forbid, 

The 
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The  votaries  of  Mrs.Woolftoncraft  will  laugh  at  the  prcttr, 
fugared  words  which  Dr.  Hunter  in  his  politencfs  applies  to  the 
ladies.  'Though  we  be  not  converts  to  her  (kxflrinc,  we  muft 
acknowledge,  that,  from  the  reading  of  her  book,  the  fweet  epi. 
thets  that  frequently  occur  in  this  volume  had  an  odd  kinder 
found  in  our  ears,  that  we  never  felt  before:  and  wc  cannot 
help  imagining  that,  in  the  end,  fhe  will  prevail.  But  the  age 
of  her  mafeuline  damfels  has  not  yet  commenced  ;  and  it  may 
be  proper  to  let  the  pra^ice  die  away  by  degrees,  rather  than 
that  they  and  we  fliould  be  fhocked  by  a  violent  and  fudden 
traniition. 

On  the  whole,  this  is  both  an  entertaining  and  valuable  book;  I 
and  will  form  a  fuitable  addition  to  the  female  library:  we  fin-  j 
cerely  wifh  it  much  (ticcefs. 

1 
j 

Art.  III.  Works' 'of  Soame  Jenyris^  Efq,  inducting  feveral 
Pieres  never  before  puhlijhed ;  to  vukich  are  prefixed^  Short  Sketdm 
of  the  Hijiory  of  the  Auihoy  Family^  and  alfo  f  his  Life.  Bj 
Charles  Nefon  Coley  Efq.  pp.  1200.  i2mo.  4  vols.  i6s, 
boards.  Cadtll.  London, ‘179c.  '  ' 

^^HIS  new  edition  of  Mr.  Jenyns’s  works  is  prefaced  by  a 
life  of  the  author.  His  biographer  is,  we  ufually  find  it, 
his  panegyrift;  and  depidls  his  hero  adorned  with  evbry  virtue. 
Mr.  jenyns  was  born  in  London,  in  1704,  and  died  there  in 
1787.  He  ftudied  at  Cambridge,  fucceeded  his  father  (Sir  Ro¬ 
ger  Jenyns,  Knt.)  as  member  of  parliament  for  Cambridge- 1 
(hire,  in  1742;  and,  during, the  laft  thirty  years  of  his  life,  had 
always  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  winters  he  fpent 
in  town  ;  and  it  is  remarked,  that  he  always  pafled  the  fummers 
at  his  own  eftate  in  the  country,  among* hi^  tenants,  inftead  of 
running  to  watering-places ;  a  praftice'  which  he  feverely  re¬ 
probated.  There  he  always  afted  as  a  juftice'of  the  peace,  and 
endeavoured  to  do  all  the  good  in  his  power  to  every  perfon 
around;  and  made  it  his  ft udy  to  reconcile  thofe  who  were  at 
Variance,  rather  than  to'nourim  ftrife,  arid  to  decide  on  conteh* 
tion.  We  wifti  that  the  office  of  juftices  were  in  better  hands! 
than  it  often  is.  I'he  p^wer  given  to  them,  and  every  year  in- j 
creafing  by  new  ftetutes,  is  fo  great  as  jtiftly  to  create  alarm  in  j 
the  minds  of  a  free  people,  on  account  of  the  injury  which  it 
threatens  to  the  conftitution.  The  danger'  is  the  greater, 
lis  the  appointment  of  them  is  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
i»te  unavqfuaintcd  with  their  chairaftefsj  'Hence  it  comes  to 
pafs’  that  wery  man  who  has  mafde*  a  fortune,  though  he 
Ihould  be  infamous  in  his  moral  character,  is  pnl  into  the 
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pomniiflion  of  the  peace ;  and  the  mpft  forward  and  felf-confi- 
dwit,  who  are  often  the  moft  ignorant,,  feat  themfclves  on  the 
bench ;  and  while  they  render  themfelves  contemptible  and  ri¬ 
diculous  to  the  difeerning,  they  prove  the  petty  tyrants’ of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  do  an  extenfive  injury  by  !efl'ening>  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  that  afFeftion  for  our  excellent  conftitu- 
tion  which  they  would  otherwife  chcrifti.  We  have  heard  fome 
remark,  that  t»be  French  conftitution,  which  places,  the  right  of 
chcohng  juftjees  01  the  peace  in  the  people,  is  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  on  ours;  bccaule  the  people,  who  are  deeply  concerned 
in  the  dccilions  of  the  magiftrates,  will  naturally  elc^t  the  moft 
intelligent,  judicious,  .virtuous,  and  refpeilable  perforis  that  they 
can  find.  Mr.  Jenyns,  we  are  told,  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  Britiih  conftitution,  and  attentive  to  the  interefts  of  his 
country.  He  finccrely  lamented  that  the  empire  was  extended 
beyond  due  hounds:  ^  He  confidered  the  Eaft-Indies  and  Arne- 
^  rica  as  two  immenfe,  difproportionate  wings  to  the  fmall  body 
^  of  the  ifland,  and  expreiied  his  fears  left,  at  fome  time  dr 
S  other,  they  might  fiy  away  with  the  Britifti  empire/  Since 
that  time  matters  are  altered ;  and.  as  birds  are  unable  to  fly 
With  one  wing,  we  hope  Old  England  will  remain  lafely  in  her 
place.  Mr.  Jenyns  died  of  a  fever,  after  a  few  days  illnef?, 
pec.  18^  1787,  without  leaving  ifl'ue.  .  The  following  character 
was  given  of  him  in  the  regiftry  of  burials  in  the  pariih  of  Bot- 
ti(ham,  by  the  clergyman,  who  thought  it  a  tribute  which  he 
was  bound  to  pay  to  deceafed  virtue  and  uncommon  worth:— 
i  ‘  Soame  Jenyns,  in  the  83d  year  of  his  age.  What  his  literary 
■  ^  charafter  was,  the  World  hath  already  judged  for  itfelf;  but  it 
i  ‘  remains  for  his  parifh  .minifter  to  do  his  duty,  by  declaring^ 
f  that  while  he  regifters  the  burial  of  Soame  Jenyns,  he  regrets 
;  ‘  the  lofs  of  one  of  the  mojl  amiable,  of  men^  and  one  of  the  truejl 
^  ^  Chrijiians.  To  the  parifh  of  Bottifham  he  is  an  irreparable 
I  ^  loft.  He  was  buried  in  this  church  December  27,  near  mid- 
f  i  night,  by  William  Lort  Manfell,  fcqueftrator ;  who  thus 
[  ^  tranfgreflies  the  common  forms  of  a  regifter,  merely  bccaufe 
>  f  he  thinks  it  to  be  the  moft  folemn  and  lading  method  of  re- 
‘  cording  to  pofterity  that  the  fine/i  u^ider handing  has  been  united 
.  \  to  the  heart  * 

The  firft  volume  is  filled  with  his  poetic  works.  A  few 
I  Ihort  pieces  pnly  are  new.  .We  find  here  and  there  ibme  inde¬ 
cencies  of  exprelfipn,  which  we  fincerely  wifh  he  had  avoided. 

I  Although  fiis  verfification  be  eafy,  flowing,  and  agreeable,  hc^ 
fucceeds  better  in.prbfc  than  in  poetry.  One  of  the  poems  not 
publiftied  before,  is  an  epitaph  on  Dr.  Johnfon,  which  our 
I  leaders  will  conclude  was  not  dictated  by  the  fame  fitirit  of 
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candour  and  fricndfhip  which  tcdewed  the  ^aVe  of  Mr.  Jcnynsj 
and  ftrewed  it  with  flowers:  '  " ' 


^  Here  lies  Sam  Johnfon :  reader,  have  a  care,'  • 
Tread  lightly,  left  you  wake  a  fleeping  bear: 
Religious,  moral,  generous,  and  humane. 

He  was;  but  felf-fufficient,  proud,  and  vain,' 
Fond  of,  and  over-bearing  in  difpute, 

A  Chriftian  and  a  fcholar — but  a  brute/ 


The  fecond  volume  contains  the  reft  of  his  poetical  attempts, 
and  fome  papers  which  appeared  in  the  mifcellany  called  the 
World.  Thefe  give  a  very  favourable  idea  of  our  author  as  a 
man  of  fenfe  and  wit,  and  an  extenfive  knowledge  of  mankind. 
T  here  are  likewife  fome  efl’ays  on  government  and  political  cco. 
nomy,  under  the  following  titles  :  ‘  Short  but  ferious  Reafons 
for  a  National  Militia.^— Thoughts  on  the  Caufes  and  Con- 
fequences  of  the  prefent  high  Price  of  Provifions.’ — ‘  The  Ob- 
jeftioiis  to  the  T  axation  of  our  American  Colonies  by  the  Le- 
giflature  of  Grcat-Britain,  briefly  confidered.*— ‘  Reflexions 
on  feveral  Subjects/ — ‘  Thoughts  on  a  parliamentary  Reform.* 
— ‘  A  Scheme  for  the  Coalition  of  Parties.^ — ‘  Thoughts  on  the 
National  Debt.^ — This  laft  was  never  publifhed  before. 

In  the  third  volume  we  find  his  celebrated  treatife  on  the 
^  Nature  and  Origin  of  Evil;’  fome  difquifitions  of  a  mifcel- 
laneous  kind,  viz.  ‘  On  the  Chain  of  Univerfal  Being.’ — ‘  On 
Cruelty  to  inferior  Animals.’ — ‘  Ort  a  pre-exiftent  State.’— 
^  On  the  Nature  of  Time.’ — ‘  On  the  Analogy  between  Things 
material  and  intelleXual.’ — ‘  On  rational  Chriftianity.’— ‘  On 
Government  and  Civil  Liberty.’  ^ 

The  fourth  volume  prefents  us!  with  his  theological  works, 
viz.  ^  View  of  the  Internal  Evidence  of  the  Chriftian  Reli¬ 
gion;’  which,  at  its  firft  *  appearance,  excited  a  warm  contro- 
verfy  and  vigorous  oppofition  from  fome  diftinguifhed  names  in 
the  republic  of  letters:  and  *  Short  and  Curfory  Obfervations 
c»n  feveral  Paflages  in  the  New  Teftament.’ — Thefe  now  appear 
for  the  firft  time.  Every  man  of  tafte  will  allow  that  Mr.  Je- 
nyns  is  entitled  to  great  praife  for  many  excellencies  of  ftylc. 
Ilis  biographer’s  remarks  on  this  head  we  think  exceedingly 
juft:  :  .  .  . 


‘  As  a  writer  of  profe,  whoever  will  examine  his  ftyle,  will  find 
that  he  is  entitled  to  a  place  among  the  pureft  and  correfteft  writers 
of  the  Rnglifti  l;*nguage.  He  always  puts  proper' words  in  proper 
places,  and  hath  at  the  fame  time  a  variety  in  different  members  of 
his -periods,  which  would  otherivife  tire  and  difguft  the  reader  with 
their  famenefs;  a  failure  which  may  be  found  in  fom^  of  the  works 
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infidel  in  difguife.  The  obfervations  on  paflagcs  of  fcripture 
are  pious,  fome  of  them  ingenious,  all  of  them  very  well,' if  we 
view  them  as  the  produftions  of  a  country  gentleman,  a  mem- 
ber  of  .parliament,  and  a  courtier.  One  ftrange  opinion  which 
he  gravely  fupports  we  cannot  review  but  with  wonder,  viz. 
that  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliments  muft,  from  their  very  nature, 
corrupt  Chriftianity;  and  yet  that  there,  ought  to  be  eftablifh* 
xnents  :  and  that  they  are  necefl'ary  things.  Thele  two  propo^ 
fitioiis  we  are  unable,  on  our  principles,  to  reconcile. 

Art.  IV •  TT?e  HiJIory  of  the  Troubles  and  memorable  Tranfa^mt 
in  Scotland^  from  the  Year  to  1645.  Containin^y  an  inu- 
rejiing  Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  great  Families  in  Sect- 
land  during  that  Period — Rijing  of  the  Highland  Clans  in  Anm 
—Origin  and  Progrefs  of  the  CovenanterSy  their  BattleSy  Sieges^ 
iJc.—And  many  other  remarkable  Particulars  of  the  Troubles  in 
.  the  North  of  Scotland’^  not  contained  in  any  other  Hifory  of  the 
Times.  From  the  original  Manufeript  of  John  Spaldingy  then 
Commiffary  Clirk  of  Aberdeen.  In  Two  Volumes  *y  with  an  Ind>x 
to  eachy  a^id  a  GloJJdry,  pp.  649.  i2mo.  6s.  boards.  Aber¬ 
deen,  printed:  Evans,  London.  179^* 

'T^HIS  hillory  is  introduced  to  the  world  without  any  preface 
or  advertifement  from  the  editor,  intimating  from  what 
motive  it  was  now  thought  proper  to  publilh  a  work  which  has 
lain  fo  long  in  obfcuriiy,  and  is  written  in  a  language,  become, 
we  believe,  obfolete  in  the  greater  part  even  of  Scotland.  It 
mav,  however,  be  conjetSured,  that  the  authenticity  of  the  ma- 
nulcript  was  the  reafon  which  chiefly  determined  the  publica¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  bfefides  the  truth  of  the  fails  related,  the  extreme 
limplicity  of  the  narrative  excited  an  opinion  that  it  would  be 
cpnfider^  as  a  literary  curiofity.  Both  thefe  conjeilures,  we 
readily  acknowledge,  are  well  founded.  A  recital  evidently 
more  faithful  can  fcarcely  be  imagined ;  and  though  the  inci¬ 
dents  are  mifcellaneous,  and  generally  unimportant,  they  place, 
in  a  ftrong  light,  the  manners  and  character  of  the  times  j  and 
are  intermixed  with  events  undoubtedly  not  recorded  in  any 
other  hiftory  of  Scotland. 

’This  hiftory  commences  with  the  detail  of  a  feudal  conteft, 
frequent  in  thofe  times,  when  the  executive  power  of  the  Scot- 
tifb  government  was  too  weak  to  maintain  the  tranquillity  of 
the  kingdom ,  without  interruption.  The  difeontents  of  the 
C]anchattan  appear  to  have  been  owing  to  the  fame  origin  with 
fome  late  events  in  the  Weftern  Iflands ;  but  on  account  of  the 
(U^erent  circumftances  of  the  nation  in  the  laft  and  the  prefent 
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century,  what  then  terminated  in  open  hoftilities,  now  only  oc- 
cafions  emigration..  The  policy  of  the  oppreflive  landlord,  now- 
ever,  is  in  both  cafes  extremely  pernicious,  immediately  to  the 
nation,  and  ultimately,  it  is  probable,  to  himfelf.  The  tranf- 
aftion  we  fpealc  of  is  thus  related  by  the  hiftorian : 

<  After  the  death  and  burial  of  Angus  M‘Into(h  of  Auld  Tirlie, 
alla.s  Angus  Williamfon  (which  was  a  little  before  Whitfunday  in  the 
year  of  God  162^),  his  kin  and  friends  df  Cianchattan,  whom  he  in 
his  time  held  under  rule  and  in  peace  by  his  power  and  policy,  began 
to  call  to  mind  how  James  Earl  of  Murray,  their  mailer,  had  callen 
them  out  of  their  kindly  poflcflions,  whilk  part  memory  of  man  their 
predecelTors  and  they  had  kept  for  fmall  duty,  but  for  their  faithftd 
fervice,  and  planted  in  their  places,  for  payment  of  a  greater  duty, 
a  number  of  llrangers  and  feeble  perfuns,  unhabile  to  lerve  the  carl 
their  mailer,  as  they  could  have  done,  by  which  means  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  brought  through  neceflity  to  great  mifery,  and  therewith 
conlidering  their  young  chief,  the  laird  of  M'Intolh,  was  but  a  bairn, 
who  (according  to  the  common  band)  might  not  be  anfwerable  for 
their  mifdeeds,  and  thinking  and  calling  to  mind  how  oft  and  hpw 
humbly  they  had  craved  their  kindly  poffelhons,  from  the  faid  earl, 
but  could  not  be  heard,  nor  find  favour,  which  grieved  them  in  the 
higheft  degree;  they  therefore,  finding  the  time  proper,  partly 
through  infancy  of  their  young  chief,  and  partly  through  the  death 
of  this  worthy  chieftain  (who  by  his  wit  and  policy  held  them  ftill 
under  awe  and  obedience),  defperately  refolve,  by  force  of  arms,  ci¬ 
ther  to  recover  their  own  kindly  pofTeflions,  or  othenvife  call  the 
famcn  wade,  and  none  Ihould  labour  the  ground  or  pay  any  duty  to. 
the  earl ;  and  to  that  effed,  about  the  faid  feall  of  Whitfunday  1624, 
there  brake  out  in  arms  about  the  number  of  two  hundred  of  the 
principal  gentlemen  of  that  race  and  lineage  of  Cianchattan,  under 
the  leading  of  Lachlan  M‘Intolh,  alias  Lachlan  Ogle  (uncle  to  this 
now  laird  of  M'Intolh),  and  Lachlan  MMntolli,  or  Lachlan  Angus- 
fon  (eldeft  fon  to  the  faid  umquhile  Angus  Williamfon),  their  cap¬ 
tains.  They  keeped  the  fields  in  their  highland  weed  upon  foot,  with 
fwords,  bows,  arrows,  targets,  hagbuts,  pitlols,  and  other  highland 
arms,  and  firll  began  to  rob  and  Ipuilzic  the  earEs  tenants  who  la¬ 
boured  their  pofTelfions,  of  their  haill  goods,  gear,  infight  plenilhing, 
horfe,  nolt,  fheep,  corns,  and  cattle,  and  left  them  nothing  that 
they  could  get  within  their  bounds,  fyne  fell  in  forning  throughout 
Murray,  Siratherick,  Urquhart,  Rofs,  SutherLnd,  Brae  of  Mar,  and 
(livers  other  parts,  taking  their ‘meat  and  food  per  force  where  they 
could  not  get  it  willingly,  frae  friends  as  well  as  frae  their  faes,  yet 
ftill  kept  ihemfclves  from  (hedding  of  innocent  blood.  Thus  they 
lived  as  outlaws,  opprefling  the  country,  befides  the  calling  of  the 
carps,  land  wafte,  and  openly  avowed  they  had  taken  this  courft  io 
get  their  own  poflellions  again,  or  then  hold  the  country  waking. 

*  The  Earl  of  Murray,  mightily  grieved  at  the  Cianchattan  to 
break  out  in  fuch  diford er,  himfelf  being  dwelling  in  Murray,  fendi 
ft^ortly  and  brings  out  of  Monteith  and  Balquidder  about  three 
4  hundred 
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hundred  highlandmen  armed  after  their  own  cuftom ;  this  people, 
with  the  earl  himfelf,  came  through  Murray  to  Invernefs  in  baiile 
rank  ;  they  ftayed  there  that  night,  and  the  earl  was,  with  his  good 
brother  the  Earl  of  Eugic,  in  the  callle  well  entertained  ;  thir  people 
flayed  a  while  in  the  country  upon  the  earl’s  great  cxpences,  without 
feeing  or  feeking  the  Clanchattan  ;  therefore  the  earl  fent  them  all 
back  the  gate  they  came ;  always  the  earl  returned  frac  Invernefs 
back  to  Elgin,  and  provided  another  company  to  go  againft  the 
Clanchattan  ;  but  they  alfo  did  little  fervice,  and  fo  returned  without 
finding  of  the  enemy  firft  or  lad,  albeit  they  made  a  pretext  of  feek- 
ing  them  through  the  country. 

*  But  the  Clanchattan,  nothing  difmayed,  became  more  furious 
and  enraged,  to  rob  and  fpoil  every  man’s  goods,  wherever  thev 
came,  whether  friend  or  foe,  to  the  great  hurt  and  fkaith  of  the 
king’s  lieges.  The  earl,  feeing  he  could  hardly  get  them  fupprell’ed 
by  force  of  arms,  refolves  upon  another  courfe  to  bear  them  down, 
which  was,  he  goes  to  London,  to  King  James,  and  humbly  Hiews 
the  rifing  of  thir  Clanchattan,  and  that  he  could  not  get  them  over¬ 
come  and  fubducd  without  an  lieutenantry  in  the  North,  which  the 
king  gracioufly  granted  to  him  for  fome  few  years,  and  to  fit, 
cognofce,  and  decern  upon  fome  capital  points  allenarly,  fpecially  fet 
down  thercintill.  The  earl  returns  home,  caufes  proclaim  his  lieu- 
tenantry  (whereat  it  was  thought  the  houfe  of  Huntly  was  fomewhat 
offended,  thinking  none  (hould  be  lieutenant  in  the  North  but  ihem- 
felves,  albeit  he  w  as  his  own  goedfon,  who  had  gotten  it,  to  wit,  the 
marquis’s  fon-in-law  who  had  married  his  eldell  daughter)  proclaims 
letters  of  intercommuning  againft  the  Clanchattan  at  the  head  burghs 
of  fundry  (hires,  that  none  (hould  receipt,  fupply,  or  intercommune 
with  them,  under  great  pains  and  peril.  After  publication  of  which 
letters,  the  Clanchattan’s  kin  and  friends,  who  had  privately  promifed 
them  afliftance  before  their  breaking  out,  begins  now  to  grow  cold, 
fearing  their  eftates,  of  whom  fundry  was  wealthy,  in  lands  and  goods, 
and  fimpliciter  refufed  them  help,  receipt  or  fupply,  for  fear  of  the 
laws.  ’  » 

‘  The  Clanchattan  feeing  this,  by  expeftation  begin  now  to  repent 
their  breaking  out,  and  feek  the  earl’s  peace,  whilk  by  interceffion 
of  friends  was  granted,  provided  that  they  (hould  give  the  earl  in¬ 
formation  who  did  receipt  or  fupply  them  after  publication  of  the 
letters  of  intercommuning,  and  to  give  up  their  names,  and  prove  the 
fame.  Upon  this  condition* the  earl  forgives  them,  and  takes  them 
by  the  hand,  and  (hortly  begins  to  hold  jufticc-courts  within  the  burgh 
of  Elgin.  Some  (light  lowns,  followers  of  the  Clanchattan,  were 
execute;  but  the  principal  outbreakers  and  male fadlors  were  fpared 
and  never  troubled.’ 

Two  years,  viz.  1626  and  1627,  are  pafled  over,  as  con¬ 
taining  nothing  worthy  of  memorial :  the  two  fucceeding  years 
prove  almoft  equally  barren  of  events ;  but  1630  affords  an  oc¬ 
currence,  the  recital  of  which  occupies  fome  pages.  It  relates 
to  a  fire  wilfully  kindled  in  the  houfe  of  the  laird  of  Frlendraught, 
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by  which  feveral  perfons  were  burnt  to.  death.  Among  thofe 
accufcd  of  the  crime,  was  a  young  lady,  who,  on  her  exiunina- 
tion  before  the  lords  of  felTion,*  denied  the  fa6t.  She  w^as  there¬ 
fore  put  Into  the  boots,  and  tortured,  but  confefied  nothing ; 
upon  which  (he  was  fet  at  liberty  as  innocent.  Some  doubts 
have  been  entertained  whether  women  were  tortured  by  the 
municipal  laws  of  Scotland  at  fo  late  a  period ;  but  this  incident 
renders  the  fact  unqueltionable. 

The  year  1633,  the  fame  in  which  Charles  the  Firft  .paid  a 
vifit  to  Scotland,  w’as  remarkable  for  a  violent  ftorm  : 

*  Upon  Thurfday  "the  7th  of  February/  fays  the  author,  ^  there 
l)egan  a  great  ftorm  of  fnovv,  with  horrible  high  winds,  whilk  was 
noted  to  be  univerfal  through  all  Scotland.  .  .This  hideous  winds  was 
marked  to  be  fuch,  as  the  like  had  nevpr  been  feen  here  in  thefe  parts, 
for  it  would  overturn  countrymens  hqufes  to  the  ground,  and  fome 
perfons  fuddenly  fmo’red  within,  without  relief.  It  alfo- threw  down 
the  ftately  crown  biggeJ  of  curious  eflar  work,  off  the  fteeple' 
of  the  King’s  College  of  Old  Aberdeen,  whilk  was  thereafter  re-edified 
and  built  up,-  little  inferior  to  the  firft. 

*  This  outrageous  ftorm  ftopped  the  ordinary  courfe  of  ebbing  and 

flowing  on  fundry  waters,  by  the  fpace  of  tvventy-four  hours,  fuch  as 
the  waters  of  Leith,  Dundee,  Montrofe,  and  other  parts,  whilk  figni-  * 
iied  great  troubles  to  be  in  Scotland,  as  after  ye  (hall  hear  over  truly 
came  to  pafs.’  .  , 

^  The  troubles  which  the  fuperftition  of  the  age  had  prognoftl- 
jcated  from  the  ftorm,  began  to*  make ‘their  appearance  in  1637; 
and  the  following  ex£ra£F  contains  the  prelude  to  thofe  com¬ 
motions  :  ,  „  .  .. 

;  ^  Whereupon  followed  a  clandeftine  band  drawn  up,  and  fubferibed 
‘scretly  betwixt  the  malcontents,  or  rather  malignants,  of  Scotland 
£nd  England;  that  each  one  Ihould. concur, and  aflift  others  while  they 
^ot  their  wills  both  in  church  and  policy,  and  fo  to  bring  both  king- 
ioms  under  one  reformed  religion,  and  to  that  effeft  to  root  out  the 
ilhops  of  both  kingdoms,  whereby  his  majefty  Ihould  loofe  one  of 
lis  three  eftates ;  and  likewife  that  they  fiiould  draw  the  king  to  dif- 
«nfe  with  divers  points  of  his  royal  prerogative,  in  fuch  degree  as  he 
lould  hot  have  arbitrary  government,  as  all  his'predeceflbrs  ever  had, 
onform  to  the  cftablilhcd  Jaws  of  both  kingdoms. 

‘  The  king  and  biftiops  are  ftill  ignorant  of  this  treafonable  plot, 
goes  on ;  the  prelates  getting  their  wills  frae  the  king  backed  by 
h  authority,  by  means  of  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  who  was  . 
ft  with  the  Idug,  ftoutly  refolving,  what  the  king  did  command  none 
Jfttdlfobey;  but  Herein  were  they  mightily  deceived,  as  hereafter 
appear.  The  clahdeftihe  band  thus  paft,  our  nobles  lying  quiet 
they  fend  qccafion  to  break  tHe  ice,  and  begin  the  birg^in,  as 
concluded.^ 'Now  it  fell  out  at  the  parifti  kirk  of  within 
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the  diocefe  of  Gallowayf  the  communion  was  given,  on  a  Sunday, 
to  the  people  on  their  Knees,  where -  Gordon,  one  of  the  lu. 


tors  to  the  Vifcount  of  Ren  in  are,  lometime  Laird  of  Lochinvar,  hap¬ 
pened  to  be,  and  boldly  cried  out,  it  was  plain  idolatry  to  take  the 
communion  kneeling  (let  on  of  purpofe  by  the  Lord  of  Lome,  another 
of  the  Vifeount’s  tutors,  as  was  laid)  the  minilter  and  people  were 
allonifhed  at  this  fpecch.  However,  the  Biihop  of  Gallow't^,  named 
Mr.  Thomas  Sydferf,  by  virtue  of  the  book  ofcanons,  caufea  tak^  the 
gentleman,  put  aim  to  trial,  and  for  his  fault  wards  and  confines  h;m 
within  the  bx  gh  of  iVIontrofc  by  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks.  At  lall  the 
Lord  Lome  let-led  the  matter,  and  caufed  offer  the  billiop  500  merks 
of  fine,  not  lookmg  ih  tt  he  Ihould  take  up  the  fame  ;  but  the  bilhdp 
without  ceremony  took  the  money,  whereat  the  Lord  of  Lome  took 
offence,  apd  thereafter  being  both  fitting  at  the  council,  they  fell  in 
fomc  words  about  the  uptaking  of  the  fine,  where  the  bifhop  ?n  plain 
terms  gave  him  the  lie.  Lome  faid  this  lie  was  given  to  the  lords, 
not  to  nim,  and  beheld  him  ;  but  this  made  the  matter  worfe  and 
worfc,  and  was  the  beginning  of  their  overthrow  plotted  before;  the 
lords  of  council  were  highly  offended  at  the  biihop's  mifearriage  in 
their  prefence  alfo. 

*  The  Lord  of  L^rne  conveens  the  forefaid  Earls  of  Rothes,  Caflilis, 
Glcncairn,  with  the  Earl  of  Traqu  iir,  a  great  enemy  to  the  billioos, 
the  Lords  Lindfay,  Loudoun,  Balmerinoch,  Couper,  and  divers  other, 
of  whom  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton  was  one,  together  with  a  mei.re 
of  mifeontented  puritans,  of  wiiom  »VJr.  Alexander  Henderfon,  mi- 
nifter  at  Lcuchars,  Mr-  David  Dickfon,  miniher  at  Irvine,  and  Mr. 
Andrew  Cant,  miniller  at  f itlligo,  were  the  ringleaders.  They  had 
a  privy  meeting,  and  begin  to  regret  their  dangerous  eftate  with  the 
pride  and  avarice  of  the  prelates,  fccking  to  over-rule  the  haill  king¬ 
dom  ;  for  the  Archbrfnop  of  Saint  Andrews  was  high-chanccIlor  of 
Scotland,  his  fon  prefident  of  the  college  of  juftice;  that  the  relief 
the  bifhops  were  lords  of  the  council,  lords  of  exchequer,  lords  of 
hi^h  commlfiii»n,  and  now  lately  procuring  the  book  of  canons  that 
the  biihop  fhould  be  judge  in  his  own  diocefe ;  btfides  all  this,  their 
inbringing  of  innovations  within  the  church ;  fuch  as  rochets  worn 
by  prelates  in  time  of  fervice  at  divers  churches,  the  book  of  ordina¬ 
tion,  the  book  of  common  prayer,  already  put  in  praftice  in  divers 
countries,  and  book  of  canons ;  without  co'nfcnt  of  a  general  afiembly 
all  this  is  wrought ;  attour,  they  are  of  intolerable  greedinefs,  fecking 
to  reduce  noblemen^s  rights,  upon  flight  reafohs.  With  a  number  of 
fuch  faults,  laying  the  blame  hereof  altogether  upon  the  king,  for  giv¬ 
ing  them  fuch  way;  and,  after  much  refolving,  they  conclude  to  fee  * 
reformation  ftiortly,  and  to  that  effeft  draws  in  a  great  number  of  the 
nobility  quietly  to  their  opinion,  and  only  waited  a  time  to  begin,  ai 
was  concluded  in  the  clandefline  band.’ 


The  fame  year  is  diftinguifhed  by  a*  remarkable  fall  of  raifii 
from  which  the  author  fails  not^to  adduce  a  frefh  argument  in 
confiraution  of  future  troubles  in  the  kingdom : 
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«  Upon  the  3d  of  Oftober,  in  the  afternoon/  fays  he,  '  there  fell 
out  in  Murray  a  great  rain,  dinging  on  night  and  day  without  clearing 
up  while  the  1 3th  of  Oftober  ;  waters  and  burns  flowed  over  bank 
and  brae,  corn  mills  and  mill  hoiifes  waflien  down,  houfes,  kilns,  cotts, 
folds  wherein  beads  were  kept,  all  deflroyed,  the  corns  well  flacked 
began  to  moach  and  rot  till  tlicy  were  caflen  over  again  ;  lamentable 
to  fee,  and  whereof  the  like  was  never  feen  before ;  doubllefs  a  pro?- 
noftlc  of  great  troubles  within  this  land, 

■  <  About  this  time  there  were  four  (hips,  lying  within  the  harbour 
of  Aberdeen,  in  one  of  which  fl  ips  Major  Ker  and  Captain  Lumfden 
had  a  number  of  foldiers,  but  through  a  great  fpeat  of  the  water  of 
Dee,  occafloned  by  the  extraordinary  rain,  thir  haiil  four  (hips  brake 
loofc,  for  neither  tow  nor  anchor  could  hold  them,  and  were  driven 
out  at  the  water-mouth  by  violence  of  the  fpeat,  and  by  a  fouth-eaft* 
wind  were  driven  to  the  north  fnore,  where  they  llruck  leaks  upon  the 
fands.  The  foldiers  fleeping  carelcfsly  in  the  bottom  of  the  fliip  upon 
heather,  were  all  a-fwim,  through  the  water  diat  came  in  at  the  holcs^ 
and  leaks  of  the  (hip,  to  their  great  amazement.  Then  they  got  up 
with  horrible  crying,  fome  elcaped,  others  pitifully  periihcd  and 
drowned.  About  the  number  of  fourfeore  and  twelve  foldiers  were 
wanting,  drowned,  or  got  away.  This  rain  to  continue  fo  lotig  toge¬ 
ther,  the  like  was  never  feen  in  our  age,  and  came  for  no  good 
tpken/ 

The  author  informs  us,  that  abotit  this  time  many  witches 
were  taken  in  Anftruther,  Dyfart,  Culrofs,  St.  Andrew’s,  and- 
other  parts  on  the  coaft  of  Fife.  They  made  ftrange  confeffions,: 
he  addsj  and  were  burnt  to  death. 

We.  (hall  fcle<^  from  this  hillory  one  other  extratSl,  as  it  (bew^s 
the  interefted  condu^l:  of  the  faction,  which  then,  under  religious 
pretences,  alfumed  the  government  of  Scotland: 

About  this  time  the  council  ordamed  the  country  to  pay  a  great 
taxation  and  their  annuities  of  the  tiends,  and  a  charge  given  out  and 
publi(hed  at  the  mercat^  croffes  of  the  boroughs  and  otherwife,  for 
making  payment  thereof ;  whereat  the  fubjech  grudged,  and  were 
highly  offended,  to  be  this  way  ufed,  without  authority  of  their  king, 
done  and  devifed,  as  was  thought,  by  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  the 
chancellor,  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,.  the  tjarl  of  Lindfty,  Balmeri- 
tioch,  .and  fome  few  others  of  their  faft* on,  without  advice  or  coafent 
of  the  nobility  or  country  ftatcfmen,  who  had  as  great  interefl  there  as 
they;  befide?  the  twentieths. were  taken  before ;  and  the  tenVns  and 
many  other  fines,  both  in  burgh  and  land,  the  king  and  queen’s  rents 
and  patrimony  of  the  crown  taken  up  fince  1639,  whilk  was  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  ihefe  troubles.  They  had  gotten  frac  England  the  bro¬ 
therly  afliftance,  w'hich  was  about  three  hundred  thrufind  pounds 
fterling  (fee  the  6th  a&  of  King  Charles*  2d' parliament),  and  no 
compt  nor  reckoning  how  or  what  way  thir  moneys  were  war^  and’ 
employed;  whereat  many  of  the  nobles,  and  hai!l  commons,  barons,, 
hurgeffes,  and  gentry,  grudged  and  murmured,  efpccially  thofe  called 
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the  banders ;  whereupon  the  Earl  of  Montrofe  and  Lord  Ogilvie  are 
diifft  up  CO »Tiniiiri oners  from  tliir  banders  to  his  ninjerty,  to  complain 
upon  ihir  grievous  oppredions,  and  to  try  his  will  theranent ;  who 
quickly  went  for  relief  of  this  poor  dirtrefl'cd  kingdom,  whereat  the 
king  was  no  wife  content^  and  in  the  mean  time  the  country  was 
dillrelfcd.’  .  , 

W  •  # 

On  the  whole,  this  work,  to  thofe  v/ho  can  comprehend  the 
language  in  which  it  is  written,  will  afFord  confiderable  infor¬ 
mation  relative  to  public  affairs  in  Scotland,  and  a  fund  of 
amufement,  from  the  multiplicity  and  variety  of  occafional  anec¬ 
dotes.  An  inquifitive  reader,  therefore,  will  not  be  deprived  of 
the  pleafure  of  perufing  it,  from  the  trouble  of  confulting  the 
gloffary. 

t  I 


Art.  V.  Medical  Id iji ones  and  Refie^ions.  By  John  Ferriar^ 
M.  D.  Phyjician  '  to  the  Manchejler  Infirmary  and  Lunatic  Hofi 
pital.  pp.  248.  8v6.  4s.  boards.  Warrington,  printed: 
fold  by  Cadell,  London.  1792. 

I S  volume  contains  a  feIe(5iIon  of  cafes  and  obfervations, 
chiefly  drawn  from  the  author’s  practice  at  the  Mancheftcr 
Infirmary ;  where  the  extended  plan  of  the  inftitution  affords  the 
molt  favourable  opportunities,  to  a  diligent  obferver,  for  afeer- 
taining  with  prccifion  many  fafts  in  the  hiftory  of  difeafes,  and 
for  appreciating  the  value  of  eftabliftied  methods  of  cure.  Dr. 
Fcrriar  appears  to  have  diligently  availed  himfelf  of  a  fituation 
fo  advantageous  to  the  improvement  of  medical  knowledge,  by 
adopting  the  plan  of  Dr.  Home,  in  his‘  ^  Medical  Fadls  and  Ex- 
^  periments,’  and  his  ‘  Clinical  Experiments,  Hiftories,  and 
‘  DifleeSlions,’  as  well  as  by  purfuing  feveral  practical  hints  in 
the  valuable  publications  of  that  author. 

The  fir  ft  cafe  recited  is  a  lingular  paralytic  afiedtion.  A 
ftrong,  lufty,  middle-aged  man  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a 
tingling  pain,  fucceeded  by  numbnefs  in  the  thumb  and  fingers 
of  bis  right  hand.  In  a  few  minutes  the  parts  became  black, 
and  the  pain,  extending  along  the  arm  and  flioulder,  darted  into 
the  right  fide  of  the  mouth,  juft  at  the  angle  of  the  lips.  He  im¬ 
mediately  felt  his  fpeech  irhpeded  ;  and  he  articulated  with  great 
difficulty  during'the  continuance  of  the  fit,  which.was  completed 
in  half  an  hour.  The  paroxifm  returned  once  in  two  or  three 
hours,  obferving  precifely  the  fame  courfe.  The.  patient’s  head 
was  not  affected,  during  any  part  of  its  duration,  either  with  pain 
or  giddinefs nor  did  any  indications  of  a  paralytic  diforder  pre¬ 
cede  the  attack. 
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Dr.  Ferriar  ordered  a  blifter  to  be  immediately  applied  to  the 
outfide  of  the  fore  arm,  in  the  diredion  of  the  radius,  with  the 
view  of  ftimulating  the  principal  nerves  fupplying  the  fingers j 
and  preferibed  a  gentle  laxative.  The  efFeft  of  the  blifter  was 
decifive ;  for  as  foon  as  it  produced  an  cftufion  the  complaint 
difappeared.  Some  irregular  fenfations  were  afterwards  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  fingers,  but  there  was  no  approach  towards  anoi 
ther  paroxyfm.  The  author  fubjoins  to  riiis  cafe  the  following 
qucrc :  ‘  Might  it  not  be  ufeful,  in  cafes  of  the  aura  epileptica. 


^  to. apply  blifters  near  the  place  whcie  the  principal  nerves, 

‘  which  go  to  the  part  afi'ciSled,  divide  ?*  * 

The  next  is  an  uncommon  fpafmodic  cafe,  in  a  girl  of  thir¬ 
teen,  who  had  an  eruption  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  fkin,  of 
an  herpetic  character,  and  exquifitelv  painful.  She  complained 
alfo  of  violent  pain  in  her  ftomach,  which  feized  at  uncertain 
times,  and  was  always  foUow’’ed  by  general  convulfions,  about 
the  commencement  of  which  her  jaws  became  locked,  and  could 
not  be  lepa rated  till  the  clofe  of  the  paroxyfm.  The  duration 
of  the  fits  v/as  very  unequal,  generally  about  three  or  four 
hours;  but  fometimes  a  fucceffion  of  them  would  happen  for 
twenty-four  hours,  w'lth  hardly  a  perceptible  interval.  Small 
dofes  of  opium,  frequently  repeated,  were  given  during  the  in.r 
termiirions,  but  without  effect.  Her  jaws  locked  fo  fpeedily 
after  the  beginning  of  the  fit,  that  no  medicine  could  be  intro- 
duced  to  the  ftomach  during  its  continuance;  and  the  only  hope 
of  a  cure  fefted  on  preventing  the  acceffion,  by  remedies  exhi¬ 
bited  at  the  firft  figns  of  it's  approach.  Accordingly  a  pill,  com- 
pofed  of  half  a  grain  of  opium,  two  grains  of  niulx,  and  two  of 
camphor,'  was  preferibed  to  be  t^en  every  quarter  or  half  hour, 
to  a  certain  extent ;  but  the  diforder  was  not  fubdued  till  ten^ 
grains  of  opium,  a  fcfubic'of  mufk,  and  a  fcruple  of , camphor, 
were  thrown  in.‘  At  lair,*  the  tendency' to “thc'paroxyfms  gra¬ 
dually  ce  fed,  and  the  opiate  was'proportionably  diminiftied. 

Dr.  Ferriar  recites  the  hiftory  of  fifty  cafes  of  dropfy,  in 
which  he  has  tried  different  remedies,  with  the  view  of  afeer- 
taining  the  comparative  rcfult  of  their  efficacy.  Thefe  were, 
the  digitalis,  cream  of  tartar,  Bacher’s  tonic  pills,  pulvis  Do- 
veri,  'gamboo;e  with  cream  of  tartar,  gamboge  with  mercury, 
calomel  with  fquills,  and,  laftly,  nicotiana.  It  appears  that,  out 
of  twenty-four  patients  who  took  digitalis,  nine  were  cured, 
two  were  relieved,  four  died,  and  nine  were  not  relieved* 
Where  this  remedy  proved  fuccefsful,  it  gave  relief  early,  and 
in  fmall  dofes.  When  given  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  excite 
naufea,  or  t:^  produce  evident  narcotic  efte6ls,  it  did  not  ope¬ 
rate  as  a  diuretic,  Thefe  obfervations  correfpond,  in  general, 
with  Dr.  Withering’s  experience.  Where  the  digitalis  did  not 
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anfwcr  within. the  firft  week,  our  author  exchanged  it  for  fome 
other  diuretic,  or  intcrpofed  a  cathartic,  confiding  of  gamboge 
and  cream  of  tartar.  He  has  found  gamboge  very  fafe  and  ma¬ 
nageable  in  fmall  quantities.  Sometimes  four  grains  have  been 
ncceflary  to  operate  four  or  five  times,  in  a  young  fiibje^f.  In  j 
conjunction  with  cream  of  tartar,  it  forms  a  powerful  diuretic,  | 
and,  accordii;g  to  circumdances,  may  be  given  in  fuch  a  man- 
’ncr  a*?  either  to  affift,  or  take  the  lead  of  the  digitalis. 

Of  ten  cafes,  in  which  cream  of  tartar  alone  was  given,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Home’s  method,  fix  were  cured,  two  died,  and 
two  are  convalefcent.  With  refpc6l  to  this  medicine  Dr.  Ferriar 
remarks,  that  in  the  fuccefsful  cafes  it  operated  very  early;  ge- 
nerally  producing  an  increafed  flow  of  urine  within  twenty-four 
hours.  \He  has  commonly.found  it  purge  the  patient  four  or  five 
jimes  a  day.  Inftead  of  ,increafing  the  dofe,  therefore,  as  Dr, 
Home  direfts,  he  has  been  obliged  to  order  tonics  and  cordials, 
to  enable  the  patient  to  bear  the  ufual  quantity.  The  natives 
of  Manchefter,  we  are  told,  generally  bear  evacuations  very  ill. 
But  after  patients  have  continued  to  ufe  this  remedy  for  fbmc 
weeks,  Dr.  Ferriar  has  found  it  neceflary  to  increafe  the  dofe 
to  fix  drachms,  an  ounce,  or  more,  everyday;  and  has  found 
it  produce  only  two  ftools  in  twenty-four  hours.  In  fuch  cafes, 
its  diuretic  power  feemed  to  leflen  in  equal  proportion. 

Of  eight  cafes,  in  which  the  melampodium  was  exhibited, 
three  were  completely  cured,  one  was  convalefcent,  and  one 
was  not  relieved. 

With  regard  to  the  tonic  pills,  our  author’s  experience  is, 
tlial  when  they  fucceeded  they  operated  early,  by  producing 
copious  watery  ftools.  Their  «a£l:ion  iseafy;  but,  in  cafes  of 
long  ftandfng,  contrary  to  Mr.  Bacher’s  aifertion,  they  evidently 
weaken^  the  patient,  however  cautioufly  given. 

Dr.  Ferriar  mentions  likewife  the  efFefts  of  a  few  other  reme¬ 
dies,  lefs  confpicuous,  however,  than  the  preceding,  and  recites 
a  few  cafes  of  hydrocephalus. 

Our  author  has  given  the  uva  urfi  in  a  confiderable  number 
of  nephritic  cafes,  in  very  moderate  dofes,  and  always  with  ma- 
nifeft  advantage.  When  the  pain  is  very  acute,  and  the  pulfe 
quick,  he  begins  the  cure  with  bleeding,  and  a  gentle  purgative 
compofed  of  m^nna  and  a  neutral  fait.  This  purgative  he  re¬ 
peats  twice  a  week,  and,  on  the  intermediate  days,  directs  the 
patient  to  take  five  grains  of  the  uva  urfi,  with  half  a  grain  of 
opium,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  according  to  the  urgency  of 
the  fymptoms.  He  has  never  found  larger  dofes  necelTary.;  for 
tills  method  always  relieved  and  efFedted  a  cure. 

Dr.  Ferriar  prefents  us  with  a  cafe  of  hyfteria  in  a  male  pa¬ 
tient,  It  appeared  to  have  been^occafioned  by  vexation  and 

anxiety, 
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anxiety,  and  was  cured  by  pills  of  opium  and  afa  fcctida ;  after 
which  tonic  remedies  were  adminiftered. 

Of  the  diabetes  our  author  has  known  very  few  inftances ; 
but  he  recites  one  cafe,  in  which  the  patient  was  cured  by  a 
courfe  of  bark,  with  elixir  of  vitriol,  and  the  occafional  ufe  of 
deinulcents. 

We  next  meet  with  the  hiftory  and  treatment  of  an  epidemic 
fever,  which  prevailed  at  Manchefter  in  1789  and  1790.  A  di¬ 
latation  of  the  heart  occupies  feveral  pages,  in  which  are  fomc 
ufeful  obfervations.  In  the  treatment  of  infanity,  Dr.  Ftrriar 
has  ufed  the  different  methods  recommended  by  the  few  good 
writers  on  this  fubjeit,  and  has  joined  thofe  employed  by  phyfi- 
cians  now  eminent  for  the  cure  of  fuch  diftempers.  The  exhi¬ 
bition  of  tartar  emetic,  in  naufeating  dofes,  is  much  ufed  at 
prefent  in  maniacal  cafes.  Dr.  Ferriar  has  adminiltered  it  in 
fix  cafes,  in  two  of  which  the  patients  were  extremely  furious, 
and  has  found  it  of  little  efficacy,  except  in  one  inftance.  Cam¬ 
phor  has  been  likewife  much  recommended  in  cafes  of  infanity; 
but  our  author  has  found  it  totally  ufelefs  in  thefe  difbrders,  in 
all  kinds  of  dofes.  He  has  tried  the  power  of  opium  alone,  in 
feveral  cafes,  but  with  no  fenfible  benefit  to  the  patient.  He 
has,  however,  employed  the  bark,  combined  with  opium  and 
aromatics,  with  the  beft  effedts. 

In  cafes  of  melancholy.  Dr.  Ferriar  commonly  preferibed  cold 
bathing,  and  in  mania  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath.  Of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  latter,  he  particularly  mentions  one  inftance.  He 
obferves,  that  a  peculiar  affection  of  the  fkin  frequently  appears 
to  uftier  in  maniacal  paroxyfms,  and  fometimes  to  attend  them 
throughout.  The  ftate  of  the  circulation  on  the  furface,  there¬ 
fore,  has  always  been  an  objeft  of  irhpdrfance  to  Him  and  he 
informs  lis  that  he  has  fometimes  been  able  to  predick  the  return 
of  maniacal  fits,  by  obferving  a  peculiar  conftrifkion  of  the  fkia 
of  the  forehead,  attended  with  a  flight  leaden  tinge. 

In  the  lumbago.  Dr.  Ferriar  has  repeatedly  obferved  great 
benefit  enfue  from  Dr.  Home’s  prefeription  of  a  camphorated 
liniment.  He  has  employed  this  remedy  in  feveral  cafes  of  that 
complaint,  both  in  private  and  hofpital  prafticc,  with  fuccefs. 
The  form  which  he  has  generally  ufed  in  the  latter  is,  two 
drachrns  of  camphor,  an  ounce  of  bafilicon,  and  half  an  ounce 
of  black  foap. 

The  author  recites  fome  cafes  of  the  effefts  of  digitalis  in 
afkive  haemorrhage ;  where  the  ufe  of  it  has  been,  fuggefted 
from  its  remarkable  operation  in  retarding  the  pulfe.  He  thinks 
it  is  particularly  indicated  when  there  remains  a  tendency  to 
^lapfe,  after  the  ufual  methods  of  checking  the  evacuation 
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have  been  carried  as  far  as  prudence  and  the  ftrength  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  will  jullify. 

Of  the  hydrophobia  Dr.  Ferriar  has  only  met  with  one  cafe. 
An  account  of  it  was  publiflied  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Me¬ 
dical  Fa£ts  and  Obfervations ;  to  which  are  now  added  fome 
remarks. 

'Fke  volume  concludes  with  obfervations  on  the  origin  of 
contagions  and  new  difeafes. 

O 

On  the  whole,  this  work  appears  to  contain  a  faithful  account 
of  the  author’s  pradicc,  in  a  variety  of  difeafes  accurately  de- 
feribed,  and  judicioufly  treated,  even  when  unattended  with  fuc- 
cefs.  Dr.  Ferriar  eftimates  with  difeernment  the  eftecls  of  fonie 
celebrated  remedies;  and  he  either  confirms  their  utility,  or  re- 
•  jedts  their  ufe,  by  obfervations  which  will  be  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  juft  and  decifive. 


Art.  VI.  General.  Hijiory  of  Inland  Navigation^  Foreign  and 
Domjiic :  containing  a  complete  Account  of  the  Canals  already 
executed  in  England^  with  Conjideratioyis  on  thofe  projelicd.  To 
which  are  edded^  Practical  Obfervations.  The  whole  iliu/lrated 
with  a  Map  of  all  the  Canals  in  England^  and  other  ufeful  Plates. 
By  J,  Phillips,  pp.  369,  4to/  il.  is.  boards.  Taylor. 
London,  1792. 

utility  of  inland  navigation,  though  generally  acknow- 
ledged,  w^as  late  of  being  evinced;  by  any  fuitable  experi¬ 
ment,  in  this  country.  But  fince  the  period  when  the  Duke 
of  Bridgewater  fet  an  illuftrious  example  of  fuch  enterprife,'  the 
praftice  has  difFufed  with  rapidity ;  and  feveral  petitions  are  now 
before  parliament,  for  carrying  it  to  yet  greater  extent.  Inland 
navigation,  by  facilitating  the  intercourfe  between  diftant  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  reduces  the  price  of  carriage;  and  thus  enables 
the  manufacturer  to  obtain  his  materials,  fuel,  and  necefi'aries  of 
life,  at  a  lower  rate ;  to  convey  his  goods  to  market  at  a  Icfs 
expence  ;  and  confequently  to  fell  cheaper  than  his  competibrs. 
'^Fhe  merchant,  as  well  as  the  manufa£lurer,  reaps  great  advan¬ 
tage  from  canals ;  being  thence  enabled  to  export  greater  quan¬ 
tities  of  goods  from  places  remote  from  the  fea,.  and  likewifc  to 
fupply  w  ith  eafe  ^  more  extenfive  traft  of  inland  country  with 
the  commodities  he  imports  from  abroad.  An'  additional  cir- 
cumftaiice  in  favour  of  canals  is,  the  fecure  communication  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  country  with  each  other,  during  the 
tenipeftuous  months,  a}id*in  times  of  war.  On, all  thefc  ac¬ 
counts,  the  .encouragement  of  .internal  navigation  is  of  the 
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otrnoft  importance  to  a  country,  and  appears  to  have  engaged 
the  attention  of  fome  of  the  moft  confpicuous  perfonages  in  an-* 
cient  times. 

Our  author  obferves,  that  among  the  nations  of  antiquity, 
Greece,  the  miftrefs  of  the  world  in  arts  and  fciencc,  did  not 
want  canals,  that  country  being  every  where  bounded  and  in¬ 
dented  by  the  i51gean  and  Ionian  feas,  with  their,  numerous 
bays,  havens,  creeks,  and  rivers ;  yet  hiilory  informs  us  of 
many  projedts  and  undertakings  of  canals  which  were  never 
completed.  Demetrius  Poliorcctes,  Julius  Cefar,  and  the  Em¬ 
perors  Caligula  and  Nero,  attempted  in  vain  to  cut  through  the 
ifthmus  by  which  Peloponnefus  is  joined  to  the  reft  of  Greece, 
and  thus  form  a  communication  between  the  Ionian  and  iE^ean 
feas.  In  Egypt  likewife  are  found  traces  of  canals,  for  draining 
the  lake  Copais,  of  fuch  remote  antiquity,  that  all  knowledge 
of  the  time  w^hen  they  were  made  has  now  been  loft  for  many 
ages.  T'hat  country,  depending  entirely  on  the  overflowing  of 
the  river  Nile  for  the  watering  of  its  plains,  contained  a  great 
number  of  canals,  dug  to  receive  and  diftribute  the  w^aters  of 
the  river,  at  the  time  of  the  inundation.  But  the  principal 
work  of  this  kind,  in  that  country,  w^as  the  grand  canal  bv 
which  a  communication  was  made  between  the  Nile  and  the 
Red  Sea. 

Mr.  Phillips,  in  purfuing  the  hiftory  of  internal  navigation, 
diredls  his  courfe  next  to  China,  where  there  is  fcarcely  a  vil¬ 
lage  which  has  not  the  advantage  either  of  an  arm  of  the  fea,  a 
navigable  river,  or  a  canal ;  fo  that  almoft  as  many  people  live 
on  the  water  as  the  land.  The  great,  or  royal  canal,  is  one  of 
the  wonders  of  art ;  faid  to  have  been  finiftie J  towards  the  clofc 
of  the  tenth  century,  after  thjrty  thpufand  men  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  forty-three  years  in  completing  it.  The  length  of  this 
canal  is  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles. 

To  the  defeription  of  the  canals  in  China,  the  author  adds 
fome  account  of  thofe  in  other  parts  of  Afia ;  after  which  he 
proceeds  to  RuflTia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  France,  and 
Spain ;  mentioning  the  various  canals  which  have  been  either 
executed  or  projefled,  deferibing  their  courfe,  and  fpecifying 
the  means  of  their  accomplifhment. 

For  the  information  of  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
canal  of  Languedoc,  we  fhall  infert  the  author’s  account  of  that 
wonderful  objeeft : 

•  This  canal  begins  at  Cette  in  the  bay  of  Languedoc,  and  palTes 
through  the  lake  Thau  to  the  town  of  Agde,  where  is  a  round  canal 
bafon  with  three  openings,  and  three  different  depths  of  water  inect- 
'  ing  there  ;  and  the  gates  or  locks  are  of  fuch  ingenious  conflru£lion, 
that  the  veffel  may  pafs  through  by  opening  cither  of  them,  which 
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the  matter  pleafes;  a  contrivance  which  excited  admiration  in  the 
great  Vauban  himfelf. 

‘  Not  far  from  Beziers,  and  beyond  the  tunnel  already  mentioned, 
are  eight  locks,  which  form  a  grand  and  regular  cafcade  nine  hun< 
drcd  and  fixty  feet  long,  and  by  means  of  which  the  veffels  crofs  the 
river  Orb,  and,  continuing  their  voyage  on  the  canal,  pafs  the  towns 
of  Beuers,  Argens,  Trefbes,  Orbiell,  Alzenne,  Villepinte,  into  a 
large  bafon  near  Caftlenaudury,  which  receives  the  river  Laudet.  At 
St.  Ferriol,  near  the  town  of  Reuel,  Mr.  Riquet  conftruded  a  refer- 
Toir  to  fupply  the  canal,  containing  five  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres 
of  water,  which  is  firft  embanked,  and  then  the  embankment  walled 
round  with  free  ftone,  betweeh  two  rocky  mountains.  Under  this 
dam  runs  a  vaulted  arch  or  fewer,  reaching  to  the  main  wall,  where 
three  large  cocks  of  catt  brafs  are  turned,  opened  and  fhut  by  iron 
bars;  thefe  cocks  difeharge  the  water  through  their  mouths,  which 
are  as  large  as  a  man’s  body,  into  the  aqueducts,  and  the  bafon  at 
Noroufc,  which  is  the  head  of  the  navigation.  The  canal  then  de- 
feends  fromNoroufe  by  Avignenel,  Montefquieu,  and  Baziege,  into 
the  river  Garonne  by  three  locks,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below 
the  city  of  Thouloufe,  which  it  pattes.  Jts  breadth  is  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  feet,  towing-paths  included ;  its  depth  fix  f.et,  and 
its  length  fixty-four  French  leagues.  It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that 
Noroufe  is  the  higheft  part  of  the  navigation,  being  about  fix  hundred 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  two  waters,  from  whence  the  ground  has 
almott  one  continued  defeent  to  them  on  each  fide.  On  this  fpot,  as 
was  before  obferved,  Riquet  made  his  bafon,  and  colleded  his  wa¬ 
ters  ;  and  hither  he  brought  his  current  of  water  from  the  a(ijaccnt 
mountain  by  an  aquedudl  five  leagues  in  length,  which  contained  be¬ 
tween  five  and  fix  thoufand  cubic  inches  ;  and  this  dream  being  (i  f- 
iributed  in  the  two  canals  laft  mentioned,  forms,  in  every  part,  a  b.  dy 
of  water  of  above  fix  millions  of  cubic  feet. 

•  When  a  veflel  or  barge  in  its  paflage  from* Narbonne,  after  it  has 
failed  through  the  canal  that  traverfes  the  plain,  has  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  one  of  thefe  locks,  the  gates  are  inllantly  opened,  and  the 
water  fo  hemmed  in  ruihes  forth  with  impetuous  violence,  and,  mix¬ 
ing  with  that  in  the  canal,  forms  one  common  level :  when  the  vefi’el 
fails  into  the  lock  and  the  gates  are  (hut  again,  the  water  which  de- 
feends  from  the  upper  lock  rifes  by  flow  degrees  feyeral  feet  in  height, 
feldom  lefs  than  feven  or  more  than  twelve ;  the  veflel  accordingly 
rifes  with  it  till  it  comes  to  a  level  with  the  water  contained  in  the 
fecond  lock,  by  means  of  which  a  vefTel  that  is  coming  from  Nar- 
bonne  may  pafs  without  any  obftruftion  out  of  the  firft  lock  into  the 
fecond ;  of  one  coming  from  Thouloufe  may  be  introduced  out  of  the 
fecond  lock  into  the  firft,  the  gates  of  the  fecond  lock  being  (hut : 
the  vefltl  in  the  fame  manner  mounts  into  the  third  ;  and  thus  it  af- 
cends  from  lock  to  lock  till  it  comes  to  the  top  of  dillribution,  and 
then,  by  the  fame  kind  of  conveyance,  falls  down  to  Thouloufe.  To 
preferve  the  level,  they  have  been  frequently  reduced  to  the  necellity 
of  turning  and  winding  the  canal  round  hills  and  rifing  grounds,  and 
•6  fortify  it  with  an  immenfe  number  of  piles  in  thoi'e  places  where 
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the  earth  was  likely  to  give  way.  This  canal  was  conveyed  by  water 
bridges  and  (lone  arches  over  valleys';  hills  and  mountains  were  Ic-^ 
veiled ;  while  through  others  a  paflage  was  cut  and  arched  over,  large 
enough  for  the  veffeU  to  p.ifs  under  with  their  cargoes,  with  lighu 
and  air-holes  at  proper  dillances, 

♦  Above  twelve  millif^iS  ot  cubic  feet  of  earth,  and  more  than  thirty 
thoufand  cubic  feet  of  folld  rock,  have  been  removed  to  hollow  out 
its  bed.  It  has  on  it  an  hundred  and  fourteen  locks.  Sixteen  prodi¬ 
gious  large  mounds  have  been  raifed  to  divert  the  courfe  of  fuch  wa¬ 
ters  as  might  any  way  obitrud  the  palfagc  of  velfels  ;  and  twenty-four 
large  fpacious  drains  have  been  made  to  empty  it,  whenever  there  (hall 
be  danger  of  its  being  clogged  up,  or  too  full.  On  a  moderate  com¬ 
putation,  there  are  above  two  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  cubic  feet 
of  (lone  work  in  thefe  ercdlons,  including  a  projedion  into  the  fea 
of  two  hundred  fathoms,  and  a  pier  of  five  thoufand  fathoms  more, 
which  at  pn  fent  fecurcs  the  port  of  Cette,  and  renders  it  a  very 
commodious  harbour;  the  advantage  of  vihich  is  the  greater,  as  the 
coaft  of  Languedoc  has  no  havens  whatever,  and  is  very  dangeious.* 

After  giving  an  account  of  the  canals  in  foreign  countries, 
the  author  profecutes  the  defeription  of  thofe  in  Ln^land ;  to 
which  he  annexes  an  account  of  the  can  d  from  the  Forth  to  the 
Clyde,  in  Scotland;  and  from  Dublin  to  the  Shannon,  in  Ire¬ 
land.  It  may  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the  narrative  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  conducted  with  faithful  information;  and  that  the 
hiftory  exhibits  a  detail  cf  fuch  particulars  as  not  only  confirm 
the  utility,  but  will  facilitate,  in  future,  the  execution  of  thofe 
works  of  national  enterprife.  The  volume  is  ornamented  with 
a  large  map  of  the  canals  in  England ;  and  with  four  other 
plates,  confifttng  ot  plans,  el^^ations,  and  feclions,  for  a  lockp 
aquedufts,  and  bridges. 


Art.  VII.  Neu' Tales.  From  the  Fremh  of  M.  Florian.  pp.284. 
Small  8vo.  3s.  fewed.  Egerton.  London.  1792. 

^HESE  tales  are  fome  of  the  moft  elegant,  light  produftions 
*  we  have  met  with  for  fome  time.  They  unite  all  the  ef- 
fential  requifites  of  fuch  compofition,  novelty,  regular  conftruc- 
tion,  inteieft,  and  morality.  We  might  add,  that  each  im¬ 
proves  on  the  former;  and  that  the  firft,  though  inferior  to  the 
reft,  is  greatly  above  the  mediocrity  of  common  performances. 
From  the  laft  we  extradt  a  pafl'age  that  may  induce  our  readers 
to  judge  for  themfelves  by  perufing  the  work.  The  tale  com¬ 
mences  by  ftating  fome  of  the  beft  authenticated  (lories  in  favour 
of  apparitions,  in  a  manner  that  might  induce  a  more  fuperficial 
reader  to  fuppofe  that  the  author  was  really  pleading  in  favour 
of  thefe  aerial  beings.  He  process ; ' 


'  I  was^ 
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*  I  was,  during  an  interval  of  abfencc  from  the  fervice,  at  a  fmall 
place  in  Languedoc,  where  1  was  born,  when  feveral  friends  invited 
me  to  fpend  the  Chnftmas  in  an  old  caftle  built  in  fome  rocks  in  the 
midft  of  the  mountains  of  Cevennes.  The  milirefs  of  this  mmfion 
had  afl'embled  fome  young  damfels,  officers,  and  agreeable  neigh- 
hours.  Good-humour  and  franknefs  prevailed  amongll  us  all — each 
had  a  plcalure  in  finding  himlelf  one  of  the  fociety  ;  hone  wiflied  to 
ffiine  cxclufivcly  of  the  reft,  or  difputed  whofe  turn  it  was  to  hold 
forth.  Each  was  fatisfied  with  the  reft,  and  the  reft  with  him.  We 
laughed  all  the  day.  In  the  evening,  feated  in  a  circle  round  a  large 
fire,  we  told  tales,  fung  ballads,  and  fin i (bed  our  evenings  delight¬ 
fully.  The  young  ladies  of  Languedoc,  not  wanting  in  imagination 
(a  thing  common  enough  in  this  country)  were  particularly  delighted* 
with  ftories  of  fpirits.  Fach  had  his  tale  to  tell.  The  feafon,  the 
place ,N  the  occafion — all  added  to  the  efFe6l  which  thefe  fearful  reci- 
tals  produced.  The  nights  were  long  and  dark,  the  country  was  bu¬ 
ried  in  fnow,  and  the  ow  ls,  the  old  inhabitants  cf  the  tower  in  which 
was  the  faloon,  anfwert  d  each  other  through  the  cracks,  by  their  flow 
and  monotonous  cries  ;  add  to  this,  it  was  the  time  of  Advent,  when 
every  body  knows  that  apparitions  are  moft  frequent.  Thus,  when 
the  tale  began,  the  circle  infcnfibly  contraded  ;  as  it  proceeded,  it 
Hill  became  lefs,  and  they  who  pretended  to  laugh,  were  often  ready 
to  expire  from  tenor;  and  it  often  happened 'that  the  reciter  was 
feized  wtth  a  fudden  fit  of  tremor,  his  voice  changed,  he  became 
fpeechlefs,  and  ventured  not  to  look  either  to  the  bottom  of  the  great 
hall,  whence  the  noife  (T  chains  was  fancied  to  proceed  ;  nor  yet  to¬ 
wards  the  chimney,  from  which  fomething  was  expedled  to  defeend.  . 

*  We  had  in  our  party  a  young  Italian,  named  Valeria  Orfini, 
whofe  indifferent  health  had  brought  her  to  Montpellier,  to  confuk 
our  phyfleians.  She  had,  at  that  place,  formed  an  intimacy  with  the 
lady  of  our  caftle,  who  had  invited  her  to  the  country,  during  the  ab- 
fence  of  Count  Orfini,  her  hufband,  whom  unexpedled  bufinefs  had 
obliged  to  return  to  Florence.  This  young  ftranger  was  very  ami¬ 
able  ;  to  great  vivacity  (he  united  an  enciianting  fweetnefs,  an  even- 
Defs  of  temper,  which  nothing  interrupted.  Her  converfation  was 
lively  and  impreflive,  though  her  perfon  and  features  announced  no¬ 
thing  but  mental  defert.  Her  large  black  eyes  were  very  languifli- 
ing,  her  look  infpired  tendernefs,  her  beauty  and  conciliating  grace 
feemed  to  obtain  frefh  power  from  the  palenefs  which  ever  marked 
her  countenance.  Her  lips  aifo  partook  of  this  palenefs  ;  for,  when 
Valeria  fpoke,  a  ftatue  of  alabafter  leemed  to  be  animate !  when  flie 
did  not  fpeak,  (he  did  not  the  lefs  atcraft  attention  ;  and  indeed  (he 

.  perfonaily  gave  a  flriking  idea  of  the  ftory  of  Pygmalion ! 

*  Amongft  all  our  females,  Valeria  gave  proofs  of  the  greateft  re- 
folution,  in  hearing  thofe  fearful  recitals.  She  was  never  agitated, 
and  often  fmiled  ;  and,  without  appearing  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the 
tales  (he  heard,  (lie  had  merely  the  air  of  fuppofing  them  eafy  of  ex¬ 
planation.  The  ftory  of  a  counfellor  of  Thouloule,  to  whom  a  man 
who  had  been  affaffinated,  and  buried  for  fix  months,  appeared  one 
evening  to  reveal  his  murderers.  That  alfo  of  a  married  man  of 
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Lyons,  who,  having  In  a  tranfport  of  jealoufy  killed  his  wife,  faw  her 
every  night  appear  at  eleven  o’clock,  and  lie  duwn  by  his  fide!  A  mul¬ 
titude  of  other  anecdotes,  of  a  fimilar  kind,  very  well  authenticated, 
but  neverthclcfs  very  wonderful,  feemed  to  Valeria  as  mere  common 
events.  We  were  almoll  angry  with  her,  and  we  one  day  exprefled 
to  her  our  aftonilhment  at  her  not  being  at  all  atfeded  by  what  Ihc 
heard.  Hear  her  anfvver  : 

‘  My  friends,  it  fecirs  very  rcafonable  that  any  (lory  of  apparitions 
Ihould  allonifh  you,  fince  the  greater  part  of  you,  peiiiaps,  have  never 
feen  one!’ — '  You  have,  then.  Madam.’  faid  1. — She  fndled,  with 
feeming  contempt.  *  I  have  done  more,’  (he  replied  ;  ‘  I  have  been, 
and  am  ftill  one  myfelf  1  It  is  a  fpirit  who  now  addreffes  you  !’ — At 
thefe  words  all  the  party  uttered  a  loud  Ihriek,  and  fled  from  her  pre¬ 
cipitately  ;  and  were,  indeed,  preiSng  towards  the  door,  when  Vale¬ 
ria,  with  that  fweet  and  tender  voice,  the  tones  of  which  were  irre- 
fillible,  called  us  back,  and  entreated  us  to  be  feated  ;  and,  whilft 
taking  each  alternately  by  the  hand,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  looked 
open  her  with  terror,  and  dilcovered  each  fome  new  appearance  in 
her  perfon,  which  we  had  never  feen  before,  and  which  favoured  of  the 
other  world,  (he  fpoke  to  us  as  foll  nvs  : 

‘  It  is  no  fault  of  mine,  my  friends,  if  I  have  been  dead  thefe  ten 
years! — There  is  no  one  to  whom  this  might  not  have  happened  : 
but  what  does  not  happen  quite  fo  often  is,  that  fince  that  period,  I 
have  found  myfelf  infiiiitely  happier;  i  have  enjoyed  a  felicity  I  never 
knew  before,  and  which,  thanks  to  Heaven,  yet  continues.  It  is 
true,  that  the  troubles  I  endured  during  my  life,  well  paid  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  I  have  enjoyed  lince  my  death.  It  is  neceflary  that  I  tell  you 
every  thing  that  happened  to  me  till  that  fortunate  moment,  and  you 
will  fee  that  my  death  alone  could  infure  my  tranquillity  in  the 
world!’  . .  _ 

j  Is  there  a  reader  of  any  age  or  fex  but  muft  wifli  to  know 
;  the  fequel ;  or  that  can  expe£l  us  to  copy  near  forty  pages 
more? 
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[  Concluded,  j 

t 

Art.  XX.^ASE  of  Haemorrhage  and  purple  Spots,  without 
^  Fever  or  previous  Illnefs.  By  John  Aikin,  M.D. 
C.M.S.  &c. — This  very  curious  cafe,  the  title,  of  which 
jufficiently  explains  its  nature,  gives  rife  to  many  phyfiological 
inquiries  from  the  author.  iTat  they  are  all  important  cannot 
,  be  doubted  ;  But  as  Dr.  ‘Aikin  complains  the  limits  of  the  So- 
i  eicty’s  plan  will  not  allow.him  to  eiiter^lofely  into.them,  we  may, 
I  with  equal' propriety,  hiake'the  fame  apology  for  ourfelvcs. 

I  *  ’  Art. 
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Art.  XXL  Cafe  of  Aneurifm,  with  the  DifTeiiion.  In  a 
Letter  to  J.  C.  Lettfom,  M.  D.  &c.  from  W.  Luxmore,  of 
Uxbridge,  Surgeon,  and  C.  M.  S. — This  unhappy  cafe,  which, 
from  its  nature  and  fituation,  was  in  every  ftage  out  of  the 
reach  of  remedies,  is  deferibed  withlnuch  accuracy  and  judg, 
ment.  But  as  no  prafiical  advantage  can  be  derived  from  it, 
we  (hall  not  attempt  to  epitomife  it. 

Art.  XXII.  Two  Caies  of  Hydrocephalus.  By  Thomas 
Jamefon,  Surgeon,  in  Bloomfbury,  and  F.  M.  S. 

Art.  XXIi*.  fixperimrnts  made  on  the  Laryngeal  and  Rc, 
current  Brant^hes  of*  the  Kighth  Pair  of  Nerves,  with  a  View 
to  determine  the  EfFcdfs  of  the  Divifion  rf  thofe  Nerves  on  the 
Voice.  By  J.  Haighton. — 7'hefe  experiments  were  conduced 
with  that  accuracy  and  judgment  which  we  might  expert  from 
Mr.  H.iighton :  the  previous  hiftory  is  written  with  tafte,  and 
fhews  the  induftry  of  the  author.  The  refult  of  the  experiments 
h,  theit  the  pitr  vagum  fupply  parts  which  are  eflentially  necef- 
fery  to  the  formation  of  the  voice,  whilft  the  laryngeal  branches 
of  it  feem  only  to  afFeft  its  modulation.  It  further  appears, 
that  the  voice  thus  Ipft  by  dividing  the  nerves,  may  be  recovered 
by  the  perfedt  re-union  of  ihe  parts. 

Art.  XXIII.  Cafe  of  a  Wound  in  the  Thorax;  with  feme 
Remarks.  By  W.  Norris,  Surgeon  to  the  Charterhoufe  and 
General  Difpenfary,  and  F.  M.  S. — We  fhall  tranferibe  the  ac¬ 
cident  that  produced  this  cafe,  not  only  on  account  of  its  import¬ 
ance  in  furgery,  but  as  a  matter  of  police : 

•  OnThurfday  the  loth  of  january*  1788,  about  eight  o’clock  In 
the  evening,  Thomas  John  Ton,  aged  31  years,  going  down  King- 
ftreet,  was  run  again  fi  by  a  bricklayer,  who  had  his  trowel  carelefdy 
fticking  out  from  under  his  arm.  Though  he  was  immediately  fen- 
fible  of  fomething  having  pricked  him,  yet  he  felt  very  little  pain; 
but  being  foon  darmed  by  the  difeharge  of  a  confiderable  qui>ntity  of 
blood,  he  came  running  to  my  houfe.  Near  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
pafled  before  1  faw  him,  as  I  was  not  at  home ;  he  was  then  fitting, 
preathing  quick,  and  keeping  his  body  bent  to  the  right  fide.  On 
examination  I  difeovered  a  wound  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  below 
and  behind  the  nipple  of  the  right  brealf,  which  extended  an  inch 
and  feven-eighths  in  a  direi5lion  downwards  and  forwards.  This 
wound,  which  now  bled  very  little,  was  completely  hy  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  lungs,  which  protruded  as  far  as  the  fkin,  and  appeared 
to  be  unhurt,  as  neither  blood  nor  air  was  obferved  to  efcape  from 
it.  As  the  man  lived  at  a  very  fmall  diftance,  I  had  him  immedi¬ 
ately  conveyed  home  in  a  chair,  where  Mr.  Andree,  the  anaiomift, 
faw  the  wound,  &c.  in  the  ilate  which  I  have  juil  defg^ibed.  Having 
returned  the  prolapfed  portion  of  lungs,  in  order  to  effeftually  difen- 
gage  it  from  the  wound,  I  carried  my  finger  quite  round  on  the  in- 
ade,  and  every  where  felt  the  lung^  dillended.  1  then  brought  the 

lipf 
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lips  of  the  wound  together  by  a  future  through  the  integuments,  and 
applied  a  fupcrficial  pledget*  Mr.  Vaux  and  Mr.  Aihwell  now  (wm 
the  patient  with  me,  and  we  immediately  took  away  twelve  ounces 
cf  bl )od,  and  orderea  an  anodyne;  as  the  man  had  a  diarrhoea  at 
the  lime,  it  was  unneceffary  to  give  him  any  purgative  medicine. 

'1  he  moft  rigid  abiVincnce  was  enjoined,  and  barley  water  was  or¬ 
dered  for  his.  common  drink.  Should  a  cough,  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  or  any  other  urgent  fymptom  occur  during  the  night,  his  at¬ 
tendants  were  defired  to  give  me  notice  of  it;  and  accordingly  I  was 
called  to  him  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning.  At  this  time  his  brcach- 
irg  was  laborious  and  fturt,  but  not  attended  with  much  paia. 
Twdve  ounces  of  blood  were  immediately  taken  away,  which  became 
very  fizy,  and  he  was  much  relieved.* 

*  1 

By  frequent  bleeding,  abftiiience,  and  a  judicious  treatment^ 
the  wound  feemed  in  a  lituation  for  the  future  to  be  removed  in 
the  courfe  of  the  week.  This,  however,  proved  fomewhat 
premature,  as  inflammation  followed,  and  frnall  piilFs  of  air  oc- 
cafionally  efcaping  from  the  wound,  proved  that  the  orifice  was 
fufScieiuly  pervious  for  the  admiirion  of  the  atmofphere.  But  thefc 
fymptoms  foon  difappeared,and  the  patient  recovered.  The  happy 
termination  of  this  cafe  led  the  author  to  fufpedl  that  in  the  living 
fubjefl  the  collapfion  of  the  lungs  was  not  a  neceflary  confequence 
of  the  admillion  of  air  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax.  That  though 
fuch  a  confequence  was  well  afeertained  after  death,  and  muft 
even  happen  in  life,  if  the  wound  be  kept  open ;  yet,  ‘  if  nature 
be  not  ccunterafted  by  art,  the  wound  will  be  contradled,  and 
the  entrance  of  air  prevented  by  the  drawing  of  the  ribs  toge¬ 
ther,  and  the  animal  .bending  to -the  injured  fide,  unlefs  the 
opening  be  large.*  To  render  the  matter  more  certain,  Mr. 
Norris  made  incifions  into  the  thorax  of  two  difFercnt  fheep, 
dividing  the  pleura  about  an  inch  in  length.  The  fheep  fufFered 
no  apparent  inconvenience,  and  when  killed  the  w'ound  was 
found  (lightly  adhered,  with  very  little  iiifluinmation  in  the 
neighbouring  parts.  In  another  operation  the  lungs  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  were  lacerated.  The  confequence  was  apparently  fatal.  In 
a  fourth,  both  cavities  of  the  thorax 'were  opened  ;  nor  did  the 
animal  feem  to  fufFer  as  long  as  he  was  permitted  to  live.  The 
other  remarks  on  *  this  cafe  are  worthy  the  obfervation  of 
praftitipners. 

Art.  XXIV.  Cafes  of  Hydrophobia.  By  J.  Shad  well,  M.  D. 
C.  M.  S.  of  Brentwood. — Though  this  melancholy  difeafe  has 
cxifted  almoft  as  long  as  we  can  trace  any  authentic  records  of. 
inedicine,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  fo  little  has  been  difeovered 
of  the  fpecific  properties  of  the  poifon,  the  various  efFecls  it 
produces  under  particular  circumftahees;  and,  above  all,  the‘ 
ttcans,  if  fuch  there  arc,  of  afeertaining  the  prccifc  period  after" 
*  7  which. 
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which,  if  the  fvmptoms  do  not  occur,  the  perfon  bitten  niay  he 
confidercd  as  fate.  The  paper  before  us  has  many  valuable  ob- 
fervations,  and  fuch  as  muft  add  to  the  number  of  tacls  on^which 
a  rational  theory  may  hereafter  be  formed.  The  dog  who  bit 
the  fubjeft  of  the  hrft  cafe,  bit  alto  an  old  man  and  two  chil¬ 
dren,  neither  of  whom  appear  to  have  fufFered  from  it.  7'his 
is  certainly  fomc  relief  to  the  mind  \  but  then  the  difficulty  of 
previoufly  afeertaining  the  difeafe  in  the  dog,  is  abundantly 
Ihcwn  in  this,  as  it  has  been  in  feyeral  other  inftances.  In  the 
account  of  the  firft  cafe,  the  period  between  the  bite  and  the 
appearance  of  the  fymptoms  is  omitted.  From  the  latter  period 
to  that  of  dlflblution  was  fix  days  only,  four  of  which  feem  to 
have  been  attended  with  hydrophobia.  The  ufe  of  oil  was  no: 
triei  till  the  day  previous  to  the  fatal  one. 

In  the  fecond  cafe  the  fymptoms  appeared  on  the  tenth  day 
after  the  bite.  On  the  fecond  day  after  that,  the  patient  bit  fe- 
veral  perfons,  who  do  not  appear  to  have  fuffered  from  it.  On 
the  fifth  day  the  anointing  with  oil  was  tried,  and  its  exhibi¬ 
tion  by  the  mouth  attempted  with  various  fuccefs.  The  day 
following  he  fwallowed  a  fmall  quantity  of  water,  with  fbme 
difficulty,  (^n  the  feventh  he  took  more  water,  and  with  lefs 
difficulty.  From  that  time  he  mended  to  the  fifteenth,  when 
every  fymptoni  difappeared. 

'^rhe  other  remarks  oh  this  cafe  are  highly  intere{ling,,but  we 
thought  it  neceflhry  to  be  thus  particular  in  afeertaining  the 
cure,  tliat  our  readers  might  be  the  more  anxious  to  confult  this 
important  paper.  ' 

Another  cafe  is  added,  cprnmunicated  to  the, author,  in  which 
ari'oil  bath  had  proved  unfuccefsful.  But^before  the  ufe  of  it  the 
patient  h^d  been  bled,  and  fuffered  a  confiderable  mercurial 
friaion.  ‘  '  •  ;  : 

Art.  XXV.  ’On  the  Paracentefis.  By  James  Sims,  M.  D. 
&c,  and  Pfefident  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London. — In  this 
fhdrt,  hilt  ufeful  paper,  the  author  makes  many  judicious  re¬ 
marks  on' the  inconvenience  that  attends  the’eommon  mode  of 
performing  the  above  operation.  A  riew  method  is  propofed, 
that  of  punfturing  the  umbilicus  with’  a  lancet.  Several  cafes 
of  its  fuccefs  are  mentioned  j  and,  with  equal  candour  and  inge- 
nuoiifnefs,  one  in  which  it  proved  fatal.  This  cafe  vyas  fuch  as 
could  not  have  been  expefted  to  fucceed.  But  we  .could  have . 
wifhed  to  know  whether  theVant  of  fuccefs  arofe  from  a  morti¬ 
fication  of  the  cic'itrix^  the  peritoneal  inflammation,  or  what 
other  caufe.  I'he  only  inconvenience  that  occurs  to  us  in  this  ^ 
new  operation  is  the  poffibility'of  mortification,  or  tHe  difficulty 
of  re-union  in  a  part  fo  fparingly  fanguiferous* 
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•  Art.  XXVI.  Cafe  of  laborious  Parturition  ;  with  its  Gon- 
fequenccs.  By  M.  Wilkinfon,  Surgeon*  of  Sunderland. 

Art.  XXVli.  The  Hiftories  of  Two  Cafes  of  Bronchoccle# 
By  J.  C.  Lettfom,  M.  D. — The  remedies  ufed  in  thefe  cafes 
are  lo  fimple,  and  were  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  induce  every  pra£li- 
tioner  to  make  a  trial  of  them.  Camphor,  to  which  principally 
the  fuccefs  is  aferibed*  is  certainly  a  remedy  which,  though  of 
long  ufe,  has  never  hitherto  had  its  medical  qualities  fairly  and 
experimental!  /  appreciated. 

Art.  XXVIII.  Succefsful  Termination  of  an  Omphalocele* 
By  J.  C.  Lettfom,  M.D.  &c.  By  the  long-continued  apd  judi¬ 
cious  application  of  ice.— Another  cafe  is  added,  in  which,  by  lefs 
fkilful  management,  the  integuments  were  frozen,  and  fphacelus 
was  the  neceflary  confequence :  the  hernia,  however^  returned 
of  iifelf,  and  the  patient  recovered.  It  is  obvious,  from  this 
cafe,  that  a  practitioner  Ihould  conitantly  attend  the  exhibition 
of  this  important  remedy. 

Thefe  are  all  the  papers  given  at  length.  An  appendix  fol¬ 
lows,  containing  the  fubftance  of  various  communications.  The 
firft  of  which  is  one  of  thofe  unhappy  cafes  whichj  had  it  been 
known  during  life,  could  not  have  been  remedied.  A  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  colon,  bladder,  and  cavity  of  the  pelvis, 
related  by  Mr.  Stephen  Lowdell,  Surgeon,  and  F.  Mi  S.— Cafe  of 
Dyfpepfia,  in  which  379  pounds  of  food  were,  in  the  fpace  of  fix 
days,  taken  voracioufly  into  the  ftomach,  and  foon  after  ejeCled. 
This  patient  recovered,  under  the  exhibition  of  food  boiled  down 
to  a  jelly, and  given  in  fmall  quantities. — Two  remarkable  Cafes 
of  Preternatural  Menftruation,  continuing  for  years.  The  firft 
regularly  from  the  ancle ;  the  fecond,  with  lefs  regularity,  from 
the  mouth  and  nofe.— ^Cafe  and  difieClion,  communicated  by 
Dr.  Squire,  F.  M.  S.  It  does  not  appear  whether  the  patient 
died  of  the  diforder  deferibed,  or  not.  The  only  appearance  of 
difeafe  difeovered  bn  diflbflion  was,  that  one  kidney  was  larger 
than  the  other,  with  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  a  purulent  fubftance 
in  it,  which  is  known  frequently  to  happen  without  any  previous 
difeafe.  The  Dodlor  inquires  whether  the  acrimony  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  from  the  kidney  might  not  occafion  the  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  bladder,  and  other  nephritic  fymptoms  felt  during  life.  He 
makes  alfo  fome  other  inquiries,  which  the  obfeurity  of  the  cafe 
renders  it  difficult  to  folve* 

Account  of  a  Rupture  of  the  Urethra,  and  of  a  Solution  of  a 
Catgut  Bougie  in  the  Bladder.  By  Robert  Waring  Darwin,  of 
Shrewfbury,  M.D.  F.R.  S.  and  C4M.  S. — In  this  ingenious 
communication  the  Doblor  begins  by  giving  his  reafons  for  fuf- 
pefting  that  the  difeafe  called  the  catarrh  of  the  bladder  never 
cxifts.  If  we  rightly  underftand  bim|,his  meaning  is,  that  where 
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matter  finds  its  way  along  the  urethra,  it  arifes  from  feme  ir¬ 
ritating  caufc,  and  not  a  fpontancous  difpofition  to  purulencv  in 
the  bladder.  In  this  wc  perfectly  agree  with  him.  But  of  the 
cafes  he  mentions,  fuppofed  to  be  catarrhs  of  the  bladder,  one 
patient  is  faid  to  have  died  tabid  from  the  abforption  of  matter ; 
and  fo  fatisfied  is  the  Do£lor  of  this,  that  he  propofes  punctures 
to  be  made  in  the  perniaeum,  to  give  exit  to  matter  under  limilar 
circumftances,  that  the  abforption  of  it  may  be  prevented. 
This  is  certainly  a  bold  idea  ;  becaufe  we  well  know  that  matter 
may  be  as  well  abforbed  in  its  new  paflage  as  along  the  urethra ; 
that  abforption  cau  only  take  place  alon^  the  furface  ;  and  that, 
in  many  cafes  of  calcutusy  the  patient  has  for  years  furvived  not 
only  the  conftant  application  of  matter  to'  abforbent  furfaces, 
but  the  pain  of  the  difeafe  alfo.  ^Bhe  other  propofitions  of  the 
Doctor  are  unexceptionable.  The  folution  of  the  catgut  bougie 
in  the  bladder,  turnifhes,  as  the  learned  writer  obferv^s,  a 
powerful  argument  in  favour  of  bougies  made  of  that  fubitance. 

Two  remarkable  cafes  follow,*  the  one  of  a  fpontancous 
change  in  the  colour  of  the  hair  and  complexion,  from  dark  to 
fair ;  the  other  of  a  young  female  whofe  hair  was  different  on 
each  fide  of  her  head,  and  her  complexion  brown  on  one  fide, 
and  white  on  the  other. — A  communication  from  Captain  Car¬ 
din,  of  the  African  trade,  in  favour  of  ipecacuanha  in  dyfentcry. 
—Cafe  of  the  humerus  of  a  child  torn  from  the  fcapula  by  a 
mill;  communicated  by  Dr.  Clough.  No  haemorrhage  fol¬ 
lowed,  and  the  child  recovered  in  fix  weeks. — Cafe,  communi¬ 
cated  by  Dr.  Falconer,  of  a  man  who  took  two  ounces  of  nitre 
inftead  of  Glauber’s  fait. 

Particulars  of  a  Cafe  of  fphacelated  Scrotum.  By  John 
Church,  M.  A.  Surgeon,  and  F.  M.  S. — In  this  cafe  gangrene 
fpread  from  the  anus  to  each  fide  of  the  ferotum  up  to  the  penis, 
and  even  the  groin.  When  the  floughs  caff:  off  the  teftes  were 
left  bare.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  unfavourable  circumftances, 
the  patient  recovered. — Cafe  of  Pemphigus.  By  Mr.  Upton ; 
w'ith  fome  charadleriftic  marks  of  this  uncommon  difeafe.— 
Cafe  of  an  Obftrudion  of  Urine  which  terminated  fatally,  in 
confcquence  of  Stri£ture.  By  Mr.  Stephen  Smith  Ward.— 
Cafe  of  Calculi  paffing  through  the  [coat  of  the]  Bladder  into 
the  ReAum.  By  J.  Johnftone,  M.  D.  C.  M.  S.  of  Wor- 
cefter.  After  evident  and  long-continued  fymptoms  of  gravel 
and  ftones  in  the  bladder,'*  calculi  were  difeharged  with  his 
flrools.  As  the  patient  does  not  appear  to  have  voided  urine 
with  them,  we  may  conje£ture  that  the  ftones  were  either  formed 
between  the  coats  of  the  bladder,  or  that  a  cruft  of  coagulum 
was  thrown  over 'them  or  that,  adhefion  having  taken  place 
between  the  bladder  and  redum,  the  latter  was  healed  before 
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the  opening  by  ulceration  was  completed  into  the  reftum.  In 
either  cafe  it  muft  be  an  additional  proof  of  the* kind  efforts  of 
nature  to  produce  a  natural  cure  with  as  little  inconvenience  as 
poflible. 

A  Paper  from  Mr.  Baker,  Apothecary,  and  F.  M.  S,  con¬ 
taining  various  Cafes  of  Fatality  from  the  natural  Small  Pox,  in 
Families,  in  w^hich  Inoculation  had  been  uniformly  fuccefsful.-— 
One  of  thofe  melancholy,  but  not  uncommon  cafes,  is  related, 
in  which  fuppuration  in  the  joints  fucceeded  a  natural  and  fa¬ 
vourable  fmall  pox.  When  thefe  cafes  happen  after  inoculation, 
which  is  much  lefs  frequent  than  from  the  natural  fmall  pox, 
the  enemies  of  the  former  pradlice  have  too  often  afcribed  them 
to  impure  matter. 

Cafe  of  an  Ulcer  of  the  Bladder  communicating  with  the 
Re£tum.  By  Dr,  Johnftonc  of  Worcefter. — The  moft  re¬ 
markable  circumftance  in  this  cafe  is,  that  the  patient  difcharged 
flatus  from  the  penis  along  the  urethra. — Cafe  of  a  Rupture  of 
the  Bladder  opening  into  the  Pelvis.  '  By  the  fame. — Cafe  of 
extraordinary  difeafed  Enlargement  of  the  Parotid  and  Sub¬ 
maxillary  Glands,  &c.  Communicated  by  T.  Pole,  Surgeon, 
F.  M.S. — A  valuable  communication  from  Dr.  Zencker,  of 
Berlin,  on  feme  fpecies  of  Deafnefs,  and  the  fuccefs  that  at¬ 
tended  cutting  through  the  (kin  that  covers  the  maftoideal  pro- 
cefs  of  the  temporal  bone,  and  penetrating  with  a  trepan  the 
external  lamina  that  covers  the  maftoideal  cells.  An  inje£Iion 
pafled  through  thefe  cells  found  its  way  along  the  Euftachian 
tube  into  the  mouth,  and  the  patient  recovered  his  hearing. 
Many  ufeful  remarks  follow  on  "this  interefting,  but  hitherto 
little  explored  fubjedl.— -Abftraft  of  a  Cafe  of  Morbus  Niger. 
By  Mr.  Key,  Surgeon,  in  the  Borough. — Abftra£l  of  a  Cafe 
communicated  by  Mr.  Thomas  Edwards,  of  Peckham,  Surgeon^ 
-Extract  from  a  Defeription  and  DilTedtion  of  a  difeafed  Sper¬ 
matic  Vein.  By  Mr.  Dyfon,  Surgeon.  —  Cafe  of  Encyfted 
Tumor  fuccefsfully  treated  by  Electricity.  By  W.  Turnbull, 
Surgeon.  —  A  Memoir,  containing  a  Seledtion  of  Cafes  of 
Dropfy  effe£tually  cured  by  Gum  Guiacum  ;  with  Remarks  on 
the  fuperior  Efficacy  of  Stizolobium  in  Worm  Cafes.  By  R. 
Chamberlaine,  Surgeon,  of  Jamaica,  and  C.  M.  S. — Cafes  of 
Dropfy  treated  with  Digitalis  Purpurea;  and  of  Chorea  Sancti 
Viti  with  Flowers  of  Zinc.  By  John  Wright,  M.  D.  of 
Briftol.  Thefe  cafes  are  valuable,  as  are  all  that  give  us  candid 
accounts  of  the  operation  of  medicine.  They  are  fo  judicioufly 
abridged,  that  as  we  have  not  room  to  extract  the  whole  article 
We  can  only  announce  it. — Cafe  of  Strangulated  Hernia.  By 
W,  Livingfton,  M.D.  C.  M.S.  of  Aberdeen.  In  this  cafe, 
though  the  whole  of  the  hernia,  with  the  integuments,  fphacelated 
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and  caft  off,  yet  the  parts  filled  up  with  granulations,  and  the 
patic^nt  recovered. — Cafe  of  a  morbid  Retention  of  Urine  j  with 
a  Defeription  of  the  Parts  difeafed.  By  the  fame.  This  was  a 
cafe  of  enlarged  profiate,  in  an  aged  fubje<Sf,  which,  from  long 
retention  of  urine,  produced  mortification  in  the  fundus  of  the 
bladder.^ — Hiftory  of  a  Cafe  of  Afeites  with  Anafarca,’  relieved 
by  the  Application  of  common  Oil,  affifted  by  Friction.^  Kv 
William  Chamberlain,  Secretary  to  the  Society.  As  far  as  the 
’fa£l  here  related  may  be  confidered  as  conclufive,  the  pradicc 
was  attended  with  fuccefs,  no  other  remedies  having  been  exhi. 
bited  during  the  application  of  the  oil.  But  every  pra6fitioner 
muft  have  been  witnefs  of  various  unfuccefsful  attempts  of  the 
fame  kind. — Two  Diffeftions  communicated  by  Macmillan 
Jamefon,  Surgeon,  in  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica. — Cafe  of  Angina 
Pc£loris,  cured  by  the  Ufe  of  White  Vitriol.  Communicated 
by  William  Lee  Perkins,  M.  D.  ol  Hampton.  This  cafe  is 
pretty  ftrongly  marked,  and  had  continued  near  a  year  before 
the  remedy  was  tried,  which  proved  fuccefsful  in  fourteen  days. 
li  is  unfortunate,  that  in  difpenfary  and  hofpital  patients  one 
cannot  always  afeertain  the  permanency  of  a  cure.  We  may, 
however,  fairly  fuppofe,  that  had  the  complaint  returned,  the 
-patient  would  not  have  been  backward  in  applying  for  the  fame 
remedy.— A  feverc  Spafmodic  Affedlion,  fuccefsfully  treated. 
By  Benjamin  Say,  Surgeon,  and  C.  M.  S.  Philadelphia. — Cafe 
by  William  Luxmore,  Surgeon,  at  Uxbridge.  In  which  a  tem¬ 
porary  blindnefs  fucceeded  a  Devonftiire  colic. — A  Paper  fent 
by  Bradford  WUmer,  Surgeon,  of  Coventry,  and  C.M.S. — A 
paper  written  by  Philip  Werner,  Surgeon,  at  Algiers;  contain- 
ihg  nipe  cafes' which  occurred  to  him.  Thefe  cafes  are  all  ufe- 
^  ful,  practical,  and  well  deferibed. — A  Cafe  /ent  to  the  Society 
by  Dr..Perfccti  of  Malliog,  C.  M.  S.  In  which  catamenia  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  firft  time, in  a  widow,  who  had  never  been  preg- 
nant>  at  her  47th  year,  'and  returned  regularly  till  death  in  her 
57th  year. — Hiftory  of  Abdominal  Tumor  accidentally  cured. 
By  .Stephen  LoWdell,  Surgeon,  F.  M.  S.  This  difeafe  was  re¬ 
lieved  by  a  large  fpontaneous  flow  of  urine,  four  days  after  the 
patient  (a  young  lady)  was  thrown  out  of  a  chaife  on  her  face. 
Mr.  Lowaell  conceives  the  tumor  arofe  from  a  large  hydatid, 
which  burft,  and  the  contents  of  which  being  abforbed,  found 
their  way  to  the  kidnies. — Cafe  of  Faeces  paffing  through  the 
Urethra ;  with  a  Difl'eclion.  By  Dr.  Mitford,  gf  l^ole.  Though 
this  w^as  one  of  thofe  unhappy'  cafes  in  which  nothing  could 
have  becn  .doi^e  had  its  nature  and  feat  been  known  during  life, 
yet  its  peculiarities,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  related,  fairly 
entitle  it  to  a  place  in  . this  collection.: — Cafe^of  a  fraCtured  Cra¬ 
nium,  attended  with  the  Lofs  of  a  fmall  Portion  of  Brain. 
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CommunicatcJ  by  William  French,  Surgeon,  Harpur-ftrcct.  It 
muft  give  much  plcafure  to  all  thofe  who  value  the  art,  to  know 
that  this  patient,  who  was  ten  years  old,  recovered,  and. that  no¬ 
thing  but  fuperficial  dreffings  were  found  neceflary.— Cafe  of 
fratSlured  Skull  (with  a  plate).  By  J.  Blunt,  Surgeon,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  C.  M.  A. — Remarks  on  the  Bite  of  a  Mad  Dog.  By 
Dr.  White,  of  Edmondfbury.  Thefe  obfcrvatiqns  are  very 
valuable,  as  tending  to  illuftrate  the  nature  and  cure  of  this 
dreadful  difeafe.  7'he  refult  of  them  is,  that  excifion  is  the  oi>ly 
remedy,  and  that  the  pradlitioner  fhould  not  defpair  of  fuccefs, 
even  though  the  operation  has  been  deferred  to  a  late  period. 
His  theories,  or  rather  his  fuggeftions,  on  this  intricate  fubjeft 
are  very  curious,  and  well  worth  the  attentive  confideration  of 
every  reader. 

• 

Thus  have  we  completed  our  review  of  this  large  coUcdlion 
of  papers;  a  colledlion  which,  though  very  unequal,  as  muft 
ever  be  the  cafe,  abounds  with  valuable  materials,  and  does  cre¬ 
dit  to  the  exertions  of  the  Society.  Annexed  is  an  account  of 
the  donations  to  the  Society  fince  the  publication  of  the  former 
volumes,  and  an  index  to  the  communications. 


*  ■■  . .  ■■  I—  'll 

Art.  IX.  Alan  as  he  is\  a  Novel,  pp*  io86.  i2mo.  4  vdls. 
12s.  fewed.  Lane.  London,  1792. 

TF  we  miftake  not,  the  author  of  Man  as  he  is^  is  our  old  acr 
^  quaintance.  From  certain  peculiarities  of  ftyle  we’are  ' in¬ 
clined  to  be  of  opinion,  that  from  the  fame  fource  proceeded 
Barham  Downs,  Mourth  Henneth,  and  Janries  Wallace.  The 
prefeht  novel,  however,  claims  precedence  of  them  all.  In  the 
exordium  the  author  thus  exprefles  himfelf :  ‘  That  a  deviation 
^  from  virtue  is  a  deviation  from  happinefs,  divines  have  always 

*  taught ;  yet  men  will  not  believe ;  for  there  are  ftill  deviations 
‘  from  virtue.  As  far  as  my  own  experience  reaches,  I  can 

*  aver  the  truth  of  this  firft  of  moral  maxims,  which  cannot  be 
^  tod  often  inculcated.  I  have  friends  who  deny  its  univer- 

*  fality ;  I  have  others  who  are  aflured  of  it,  and  who,  for  the 

*  benefit  of  the  univerfe',  have  put  into  my  hands  the  papers 
J  whence  I  have  extradled  the  following  true  hiftory,*  There 
is  fdmething  in  this  moral  maxim  very  fimilar  to  that  which 
Dr.  Moore  ft  ates  as  a  reafon  for  his  drawing  fuch  a  charafter  as 
Zelucq.  Sir  George  Paradyne,  the  hero  of  Man  as  he  is^  is 
advifed  by  his  uncle,  the  profligate  parafite  of  a  court,  and  his 
mother,  to  take  the  grand  tour.  ,  He  felefts,  as  his  tutor,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  amiable  manners  and  pure  principles,  with  whom  he 
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makes  firft  the  tour  of  his  own  country,  and  afterwards  that  of 
France  and  Italy.  He  returns  to  Great  Britain,  and  ma:M‘cs 
the  object  of  his  affections.  The  outline  is  certainly  fin:'.'le, 
but  the  ihadcs.  and  finiihing  touches  are  particularly  delicate. 
Of  incidents  mat  furprife  by  being  new,  and  pleatc  by  being  in- 
tcrefting,  there  is .  a  perpetual  fucceflion  through  the  whole 
work.  Of  characters  drawn  with  a  vigorous  hand,  we  felecf 
the  following  as  peculiarly  entitled  to  commendation  r-r-Thofe  of 
Sir  George  Paradyne,  Air.  Lindfay,  Mr.  Mowbray,  Lord 
Aufehamp,  the.  Hon.  Air.. Bardoc,  Mr.  Holford,  Mil's  Carliil, 
JVIifs  Coleraine,  Alifs  iiaubert,  and  Mifs  Zaporo.  •  In. this  age* 
of  difquifitions,  religious  and  political,  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  author  of  Alan  as  he  is  would  omit  an  opportimity  of 
dedaring  his  opinior.  — With  refpccl  to  religion  his  lentimeiits  arc 
liberal  and  enlightened  ;  and  on  the  lubjeft  cf  government  he  is 
not  inclined  to  accede  to  the  jus  dwhium  of  kings.  But  he  fliall 
fpcak  for  himfelf.  In  the  following  converfation  will  be  fcea 
the  author’s  opinion  on  the  oppofition  to  the  repeal  of  the  teff 
nnd  corporation  adf s : 

^  Thou  knowcH  that  in  heaven  there  are  many  manfions.  Why 
fliould’ there  not  be  many  roads  ?’  fays  Mifs  Cailill. 

-  ‘  There  can  be  but  one  road,  Madam,’  anfi\'efcd  Mr.  Holford, 

•  the  road  of  truth.' 

*  And  few  there  be  that  find  it,’  replied  Mifs  Carlill. 

‘  It  is  becaufe  they  (hut  their  eyes,’  fays  Mr.  Holford,  *  and 
harden  their  hearts,  and  God  gives  them  up  to  their  own  perverfe* 
nefs,  and  to  all  unquietnefs  of  nrind,*  Here  are  the  prelbyterians 
again,  I  am  told,  up  in  arms,  about  the  repeal  of  the  teit  aft,  that 
bulwark  of  the  church  and  confiitution.  Mad  there  been  any  under* 
landing  among  them,'  they  muft  have  acknowledged  the  fuperior 
force  of  our  arguments.’  ‘  • 

‘If  the.  arguments  of  thy  people,’  replied  Mifs  Carlill,  ‘  had  been 
as  (Irong  as  their  motwes,  the  DilTenters  mull  have  found  them  irre* 
fiftible  long  ago.’  ^ 

‘  Blindnefs,  will^l  blindnefs,’  fays  Mr.  Holford. 

‘  Nay,  now,  friend  Holford,’  replied  Mifs  Carlill,  ^  thou  muft 
exenfe  me;  it  is  fo  important  to  fee  the  truth,  if  they  could,  that  I 
•fbould  rather  impute  it  to  their  not  being  able  to  find  good  oculiils.’ 

•  ‘  They  envy  us/  fays  Mr.  Holford,  ‘  the  very  bread  we' eat,  and 
would  fnatch  it  out  of  our  mouths.’ 

‘  I  fancy,’  replies  Mifs  Carlill,  ^  it  will  take  them  a'great  many 
pulls.  Thy  church  is  indeed  built  upon'  a  rock,  if  it  holds  its  faith 
with  as  firm  a  hand  as  its  crholunicnis.’ 

‘  Have  we  not  a  right  to  them  aiked  Mr.  Holford. 

‘  Yea,  two  rights,’  replied  Mifs  Carlill;  power  and  pofleflion: 
jjeither  of  ihefe  have  Piffenters.’ 

’  I  fay,’  fays  the  Parfoii,  ‘  the  DiiTenters  have  no  rights  whatever.* 

^  They 
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«  They  were  born/.anfwers  Mifs  CarliJl,  *  with  as  many  as  other 
oole.  What  is  become  of  them  ?* 


people 


They  incapacitate  themfelves  by  maintaining  religious  tenets 
which  government  choofes  fliould  not  be  maintained.* 

*  So/  fays  Mifs  Carlill,  ^  it  was  in  the  time  of  Dioclefian.  Ye 
know  the  law,  faid  the  Emperor;  all  Chrillians  are  to  be  handed. 
But  ye  need  not  incur  the  penalty  ;  ye  have  nothing  to  do  in  order  to 
avoid  it,  but  return  to  Jupiter,  the  god  of  your  fathers.  Did  Dioclefian 
reafon  well,  thinkeft  thou  ?’ 

*  How  can  you  alk  I'uch  a  queftion,  Madam?’  fays  Mr.  Holford. 

*  Nav* — anfwered  Mifs  Carlill — ‘  I  know  not ;  if  it  were  not  that 
•  I  thought  the  reafoning  of  Dioclefian  and  thy  people,  fomething 

fimilar/ 

*  I  allure  you.  Madam,’  fays  Mr.  Holford,  ‘  you  never  were  more 
miftaken  ;  and  you  impute  motives  to  us  which  never  entered  our  pure 
hearts.  All  we  want  is  to  bring  the  community  into  one  faith,  and 
thereby  avoid  the  confufion  of  fefls,  and  the  nonfenfe  of  fedaries.* 

‘  Thou  need’ll  not  tell  me  this.  It  is,  they  fay,  the  diftinguilhing 
garb  of  the  priedhood.  If  a  man,  in  matters  of  faith,  incline  to  to¬ 
lerate  any  nonfenfe  but  his  own,  he  hath  not  on  a  wedding  garmefit; 
he  is  not  a  true  brother.* 

'  You  are  fmart,  Mifs  Carlill,’  fays  Mr.  Holford;  *  but  fmart- 
nefs  is  not  argument.  Let  us  come  to  the  point.  There  mull  be  a 
national  religion.  Grant  that.* 

*  I  pray  thee,*  Mifs  Carlill  afked,  ^  which  is  the  national  religion  of 
America  ?* 

*  Plhavv !’  fays  the  Parfon,  rather  angrily ;  ‘  they’ll  come  to  no¬ 
thing  for  the  want  of  it.’  '  * 

*  \Vhen  they  do  the  argument  will  be  in  thy  favour,’  anfwered  Mifs 

Carlill.  ‘  ‘  • 

‘  But  if  they  flourlflv/  fays  Mr.  Holford,  *  they  mil  ft  have  one; 
they  mull  have  a  chief  magiftfate ;  one  or  many.  This  chief  muft 
have  a  religion ;  he  muft  prefer  his  own,  and  the  very  preference  will 
foon  give  a  decided  majority ;  and  a  national  religion  follows*  of 
courfe.* 

*  1  io  not  at  prefent  fee  the  juftnefs  of  thy  premifes,  or  of  thy  con- 
clufion,*  anfwered  the  lady.  ‘  A  Frenchman  of  great  confcquencc 
was  once  at  Amllerdam,  and  being  defirous  to  fee  every  thing,  was 
attended' by  a  burgomafter,  who  noticed,  as  they  palled  along,  many 
fmall  places  of  worlhip.  This,  fays  he,  belongs  to  the  Anabaptifts, 
very  induftrious  people  and  good  fubjefts ;  this  to  ihc  Moravians, 
very  diligent,  quiet,  good,  orderly  people  :  fo  he  went  on  to  twenty 
different  fe£ts,  giving  each  its  due  praife  of  induffry  and  obedience  to 
the  laws.  '^jAnd  pray.  Sir,  fays  the  Count,  what  religion  are  you  of  ? 
Me,  anfwerS  the  ma'giftrate— my  lord,  I  am  burgomafter  of  Amfter- 
dam. — Doft  thou  not  think  it  a  wife  anfwer  ?’ 

'  ^  V  It  would  not  do  in  England,’  Mr.  Holford  faid.  *  The  conftitu- 
tioQ  was  founded  upon'  itifeparable  connexion  of  church  and 
‘  ftate/ 
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f  Pray,  of  what  nature  jnay  this  connexion  be  ?  How  may  it  diftlr  I 
from  the  general  connexion  betwixt  crown  and  people?’  aiked  Mifs 
Carlin.  i  *  . 

‘  In  being  more  clofe  and  intimate/  anfwered  Mr.  Holford,  ‘  in 
mutual  a{Silancc>  when  afliftance  is  wanted.’  ,< 

*  1  believe  I  underftand  thee/  replied  Mifs  Carlill.  *  If  the  crown 
gets  injo  a  fcrape,  the  clergy  will  kindly  help  it  out.  If  the  crown 
h^s  foQicthing  to  dp  the  people  don’t  like,  the  clergy  is  ready  with 
its  aid.’  ' 

*  What  right  have  you  to  fuppofe  this,  Madam  ?’  aflced  Mr. 
Hoi  ford  ? 

.  ‘  Why,’  replied  Mifs  Carlill,  *  when  the  crown  is  doing  that  which 
the  people  does  approve,  it  will  neceflarily  have  its  fupport — the  bell 
of  all  fuppons,  1  think — furely,  when  it  has  the  whole  it  cannot  want 
a-i^part.’ 

?  There  is  np  reafoning,’  fays  Mr  Holford,  *  with  people  whofe 
prejudices  are  lo  inveterate ;  they  will  hear  nothing  which  contradids 
them.  To  me  there  is  not  a  problem  of  liucHd  which  is  more  clear 
than  that  the  teft  aft,  and  fubfeription  to  articles,  are  the  bulwarks  of 
the  chu-.ch;  and  that  the  church  is  the  bell  bulwark  of  the  ftate.’ 

'  I  have  heard  of  that  Endid/  replied  Mifs  Carlill ;  *  pray  thee, 
how  came  it  to  pafs  that  his  problems  were  fo  clear  as  to  pafs  almoll  into 
a  proverb?  -Did  he  dtmoiilirate  after  thy  manner?* 

‘  1‘hat — let  me  tell  you,  Ma’m,  is  a  very  ignorant  queftion,  and 
Ihews  you  do  not  diftingqilh  betwixt  mathematical  and  fpeculative 
jfcience,*  fays^MifsHaubert,  with  much  dignity  of  afpeft. 

*  I  own  my  ignorance,^  fays  Carlill,  ftill  addreffing  herfelf  to 
Mr  Holford,  without  noticing  the  redenefs  of  Mifs  Haubert- — *  wilt 
ihpu  inllruft  me  in  the  nature  of  thofe  articles  thou  haft  juft  men< 
tioned  ?’ 

f  Mr. Holford  did  not  feem  to  relilh  the  employment,  and  only  faid, 
f  Read,  read,'  Madam,  and  underftand.’ 

f  Ajas  !•  fays  Mifs  Carlill,  *  1  have  read,  and  do  not  underftand.’ 

^  You  re;.d,  Madam,  with  the  prejudice  of  a  feftary.’ 

^  PoiT.bly  fo.-  Confidering,  however,  the  very  important  part  they 
were  loaft  upon  this  ftage^of  ours,  one  might  have  expefted  they 
would  have  exhibited  the  collefted  wifdom  of  ages.  Atleaft  one  (hould 
pot  have  found  them  incomprehenfible.’ 

*  1  here  is  no  neceffity,  Ma’m,’  fays  Mifs  Haubert,  who  never 
opened  her  lips  to-day  but  to  exprefs  fcorn  or  diflike — *  there  is  no 
nccefiity  that  your  comprehenfion  ihpuld  be  the  meafure  of  other 
people^/ 

*  I  grant  that,’  replies  Mifs  Carlill ;  f  but  do  not  many  of  thy 
communion,  learned  divines,  nay,  prelates,  acknowledge  the  fame 
(difiiculty  ?  Have  the  faculties  of  mankind  degenerated  ?’ 

^  No,  Madam,’  anfwered  Mr.  Holford  ;  ‘  God  has  given  to  roan 
his  wonted  capacity ;  but  how  does  he  now  apply  it  ?  In  the  luxuries 
apd  vanities  of  this  world  |  and  in  oppofing  lus  own  vain  imaginatipns 
to  the  myftciies  of  faith,* 
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'  •  f  (h(^ld  imagine,  my  very  good  friends/  fays  MIfs  Colerain* 
f  that  you  would  become  weary  of  an  argument  in  w^hich  you  con¬ 
clude  nothing;  and  perhaps  in  which  nothing  can  be  conc!ud;:d.  I 
apprehend  fpeculations  of  this  kind  do*  not  polT^ls  abroiute,  but  rela¬ 
tive  truth  only.  Each  party  may  be  right,  relative  td  the  different 
views^in  which  their  objefts  are  placed.  What  I  (hould  moft  com^ 
plain  of  is,  the  lofs  of  mu:nai  benevolence  and  good-will  in  the  con- 
Th6  occafion  may  call  for  activity  on  both  Tides,  butYurely 
need  not  generate  animofity.  Why  is  it  not  pofiible  that  conieniions 
(for  remote  objects  at  leaft^  fhould  be  amicable  r’ 

.  His  fentiments  on  the  kingly  office,  and  on  parties,  may  be 
colleffed  from  the  fubfequenc  extraft : 

f  Government,’  the  ftraiiger  proceeded,  ^  whether  of  divine  or 
human  ordinance,  has  for  its  end  the  good  of  mankind. 

^  Man  is  carried  by  inftinft,  or  foniething  as  flrong  as  inftinft,  t0 
the  gratification  of  his  appetites,  and  to  the  indulgence  of  his 
paflions. 

*  Kings*  are  men. 

*  When  the  love  of  pow  er  becomes  a  pafllon— -and  when  does  it  not 
become  a  palfion  in  kings  ?  it  fecks  its  own  enlargement. 

^  Power  may  be  directed  to  the  increafe  of  the  general  welfare;  it 
may  alfo  be  direded  to  its  injury. 

*  If  ten  kings  llretch  it  to  the  injury  of  mankind,  for  one  who  ufes 

it  for  their. benefii— and  I, fear  the  hiftory  of  mankind  will  not  lead  us 
to  deny .  the  propofition— the  reafon  for  reftraining  it  is  ten  times  as 
great  as  the  reafon  for  leaving  it  unlimited.  ‘ 

^  Therefore  it  ought  to  be  reftrained.’ i,  This  argument  being  di- 
refled  ^gainft  Mr.  Holford’s  principal  pofition,  I  attend  his  reply,  *»* 

^  Mr.  Holford  declined  to  anfwer^for,  >fays  he,  .‘  Though  perhaps 
I  might  find  matter;  1  cannot,  fpr'wTnt  of  prabUce,  difpofe  of  it  by ' 
logical  arrangement.’  ^  .iJ  ^  ^  ‘  ' 

‘  May  1  be  permitted,’  the  ftranger  afked^  *  without  offence,  td  en¬ 
deavour  it,  as  far  as  1  have  this  day’heard  your  argument  ?’  u  i 
•  *  Mr.  Holford  nodded  an  ungracious taffent.  -  j  -  ^ 

*  Since,’  continued  the  fpeaker,  ‘  the  powers  that*  be  are  ordained* 

of  God,  government  is  of  divine  authority.  >  ;  j  i  .  £. 

‘  Kings  are  therefore  the  delegates  of. Heaven;  and  how  can  it  be 
fuppofed  that  delegates  of  Heaven  can  abufe  their  power  ?  . 

‘  If  men  arc  ever  unfortunate  enough  to  think  they  do,  it  ought  to-; 
be  confidered  as  permitted  by  Heaven,  and  therefore  a  chaftifement  i 
for  the  fins  of  a  people.  .  *  ‘ 

f  In  fuch  a  cafe,  refinance  would  be  impious.  We  ought  to  hour 
down  our  heads  before  the  Lord,  and  before  his  anointed.’ 

‘  This  was  faid  with  fo  impofing  a  tone  of  gravity  and  importance, 
that  Mr.  Holford  cried  out  exultingly,  ‘  Yes,  certainly,  theie  arc  my' 
^ements,^as  I  may  call  thm  ;^/hefe  are  my  fundamental  proportions, 
Vtd  I  think  they  will  not  be  cafily  refuted.’  •  ,  .r  vt; 

5  They  may  oe  denied,  however,’  Mr.  Ward  anfwercd. 
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‘  Any  thing  may  be  denied,  Sir,*faid  Mr.  Holford  ;  *  a  man  may 
deny  the  irxarnation.’ 

‘  i  hat  he  may,  indeed,’  replied  Mr.  Ward.  ‘  Let  us,  however, 
return  t  >  our  ful  jed.  1  flatly  and  pofiiively  deny  that  kings  are  de* 
legates  of  Heaven.’ 

‘  We  mull  prove  it  then,’  faid  the  flranger,  with  his  accuftomed 
gravity.  *  God  governs  the  world ;  then  all  die  adive  powers  in  it 
are  his  minifters.  Kings  are  adive  powers.  Then  kings  are  hu 
minifters.’ 

‘  I  deny  that  he  governs  the  world  in  any  fuch  fenfe,’  faid  Ward. 

*  As  we  go  on,’  faid  the  flranger,  ‘  we  mull  give  up  the  argument  lor 
want  of  data  on  which  we  can  build.  Let  us  try  again.’ - 

*  God  made  the  world,  and  all  things  in  it.’  I'he  fpeaker  looked 
.at  Mr.  Ward  for  his  alient,  who  not  anfwering,  he  added,  *  for  the 
ufe  of  man.* 

*  With  that  addition,’  replied  the  apothecary,  *  I  deny  the  pro- 
polition.’ 

‘  If  fo,’  refumed  the  flranger,  ‘  !  muft  turn  you  over  to  the  clergy; 
for,’  continues  he,  fmiling,  ‘  when  I  think  upon  gnats,  leculls,  and 
mofquitos,  I  dare  not  enter  upon  the  proof.’ 

‘  iVlr.  Holford,  at  this  concluflon,  happening  to  be  in  the  midft  of 
a  pipe,  fucked  in  the  grateful  perfume  with  double  avidity;  probably 
hoping,  amidfl  his  other  infpiraiions,  a  fmall  blaft  of  the  fpirit.  As 
it  was  rather  too  long  in  coming.  Sir  George  alked  the  flranger  if 
bethought  the'^ueflion  concerning  parties  was  capable  of  logical 
decillon  ? 

*  One  might  reafon  upon  it,’  faid  the  flranger,  looking  at  the  apo¬ 
thecary  with  complacency,  ‘  if  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  would  ■ 

deny  us  our  data,  thus :  I 

*  Laws  are  neceflary  for  man,  and  require  certain  Individuals  to  I 

execute  them.  ■ 

‘  Generally — man  will  rot  take  a  trouble  without  expedation  of  an  I 
emolument.  There  are  emoluments  of  ambition,  of  vanity,  of  pride,  I 
of  revenge,  as  w'cll  as  of  avarice.  I 

*  Generally — ^or  1  would  not  abfolutely  deny  the  exlftence  of  pure  I 

patriotifm,  though  I  conflder  it  as  a  rare  virtue — contention  for  office,  I 
is  a  contention  of  thefe  and  other  fimiiar  paflions.  I 

Generally — the  fervants  of  the  crown  are  defirous  toprefenel 
their  emoluments ;  whilft  they  have  upon  their  right  hand  and  upon! 
their  left  thofe  who  defire  to  obtain  them  for  themfelves.  I 

*  In  every  propofition  that  comes  from  the  part  of  government,  I 

there  is  odds  to  lay  that  the  oftenfible  is  not  the  foie,  and  feldom  thcl 
principal  motive.  I'hat  there  is  fome  cabal  to  gratify,  fome  con-f 
cealed  interefl  to  promote,  fome  crooked  politics  which  iLun  the  face!  < 
of  day.  I  < 

^  The  eye  of  the  people  is  not  that  of  a  lynx.  The  keen  eye  oil  j 
oppofition  is  alone  competent  to  fee  the  barbed  hobk^  which  too  oftecl  ^ 
lies  concealed  under  the  (plendid  baits  of  government.  So  partiejl  ^ 
are  good.  I  > 


Mofeley’i  EJfay  on  Archery,  j 

f  If  all  were  fair  on  the  part  of  adminiftration,  ftlll  difquifition  is 
neceffary  for  finding  the  good  or  the  evil  of  an  unknown  objeft;  and 
party  ii»  neceffary  for  difquifition.  Parties  then  are  generally  go^.* 

We  have  been  tempted  to  tranfgrefs  our  ufual  limits  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  excellence  of  the  work  before  us,  wiiich  is  equally 
calculated  docerc  ct  delegare. 


Art.  X.  An  EJfay  on  Archery ;  deferibing  the  PraHice  of  that 
Art  in  all  Ages  and  Nations,  By  i Valter  Mi.hael  MojeUy^  Efq, 
pp.  348.  8vo.  7s.  6d.  boards.  J.  and  J.  Holl,  Worceftcr. 
1792. 

'T^HOUGH  the  Afiatic  nations  have  fhewn  a  fteady  attach- 
\  ment  to  archery,  and  there  are  many  hiftories  of  this  art, 
and  treatifes  teaching  the  ufe  of  the  bow,  written  in  the  Perfian 
language ;  yet  the  fubjedt  of  this  effay  feems  to  have  been  al- 
inolt  uniformly  difregarded  by  European  writers.  The  *  Tox- 
cphilus^  of  Afcham,  publilhed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
cannot  be  efteemed  a  fatisfadlory  account  of  the  art,  as  it  prin¬ 
cipally  refpefts  archery  in  England,  and  as  many  circumftances 
of  Importance  in  relation  to  the  bow  in  foreign  countries  are 
omitted.  ‘  The  Art  of  Archery  by  Gervas  Markham,  printed 
in  1 634,  is  no  other  than  an  abridgment  of  Afeham’s  ^Toxophilus\^ 
and  Wood’s  ‘  Bewman^s  Glory^  printed  in  1692,  is  (as  its  title- 
page  exprefl'es),  ‘  an  account  of  the  many  lignal  favours  vouch- 
‘  iafed  to  archers  and  archery,  by  thofe  renowned  monarchs 
Henry  VIII;  James,  and  Charles  L’  Finding  the  fubjedt 
thus  neglected,  Mr.  Mofeley  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  ofFering 
entertainment  to  the  public  by  a  new  felection  of  facts.  Attached 
to  the  exercife  of  fiiooting  the  bow,  and  ftrenuous  to  collcdl  all 
the  knowledge,  of  archery  which  it  was  poffible  to  attain,  our 
author,  has  happily  connected  the  recreations  of  the  field  with 
the  ftudies  of  the  clofet ;  and  whilft  he  now  lays  the  produce  of 
his  refearches  before  the  world,  he  need  not  fhrink  with  appre- 
herifian  from  the  frown  of  criticifm.  ‘  It  is  with  diffidence  (fays 
he)  ‘  and  a  trembling  hand,  that  I  hold  a  juvenile  produdion 
‘  forth  to  public  view.’  Stern,  however,  inuft  be  that  literary 
judge,  who  would  refufe  to  join  us  in  congratulating  Mr.  Mofeley 
on  the  fuccefsful  execution  of  his  plan,  ‘  with  reipedl  both  to 
*  the  arrangement  and  the  language d  The  former  is  fufficiently 
regular;  the  latter,  unafte6led.  In  the  firft  part  of  his  ell'ays 
the  author  endeavours  to  delineate  the  more  prominent  features 
of  favage  life,  and  to  deferibe  the  tallies  of  uncivilifed  countries. 
The  gradual  improvement  of  arms,  the  progrefs  of  various  na¬ 
tions  in  their  conftrudion,  and  the  Ikill  and  dexterity  exhibited 
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in  the  ufe  of  them,  are  the  next  objedls  of  his  attention.  AnJ 
he  diftin£Wy  treats  of  bows,  of  the  figure  of  the  bow,  of  th<! 
bow-ftring,  of  arrows,  of  the  whittling  arrow,  of  poifoned  ar¬ 
rows,  of  divination  by  the  arrow,  of  quivers,  of  targets,  of  the 
Engli(h  long-bow  (a  very  entertaining  chapter),  of  the  arbaleft, 
and,  laftly,  of  fkilful  archers.  In  this  laft  chapter  we  are  pre- 
fented  with  fome  curious  anecdotes.  ‘  It  is  reported  of  Domi- 

*  tian,  that  he  would  often  place  boys  in  the  circus  at  fome  dif- 

*  tance  from  him,  and  as  they  held  out  their  hands,  and  feparated 

*  their  fingers,  he  would  ihoot  an  arrow  thri»ugh  either  fpacc, 
^  without  injury  to  the  hand  of  him  who  acted  target.  I'he  feati 
^  recorded  of  Commodus  are  numerous;  and  he  appears  to  have 

*  been  one  of  the  mott  expert  archers  hittory  has  made  mention 
‘  of.  it  is  faid  by  Hcrodian,  that  his  hand  was  unerring,  both 
^  with  the  javelin  and  with  the  bow ;  and  that  the  mott  expe- 

*  rienced  Parthian  archers  yielded  to  his  fuperior  fkill.  He  would 

*  kill  all  kinds  of  animals  in  the  amphi:heatre  by  way  of  exer- 
^  cife,  and  to  (hew  the  fteadinefs  of  his  arm.  But  it  is  ob- 
^  ferved,  that  he,  in  thefe  cafes,  generally  preferred  to  ftiew  his 

*  ar»^,  rather  than  his  courage,  as  he  fecured  himfelf  on  a  place 
^  elevated  beyond  the  reach  of  any  attack  which  might  have  hap- 
^  pened  from  his  opponents.  Stags,  lions,  panthers,  and 
‘  all  fpecies  of  beafts,  fell  without  number  by  his  hand;  nor 

*  was  a  fecond  arrow  neceflary,  for  every  wound  proved  mortal. 

*  He  would  ftrike  an  animal  in  any  particular  point  he  wiflied 

*  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  in  the  head  or  in  the  heart.  A 
^  panther  was  fometimes  let  loofc  into  the  circus,  where  a  crimi- 
‘  nal  was  placed  ;  and  juft  as  the  animal  was  going  to  feize  the 

*  culprit,  he  would  drive  an  arrow  fo  opportunely,  that  the  man 
^  (hould  efcape  unhurt.  An  hundred  lions  have  been  intro- 

*  duced  at  the  fame  time  upon  the  Arena,  and  with  an  hundred 

*  fhafts'  he  would  lay  them  lifelefs.  He  caufed  arrows  to  be 
made  with  heads  curved  in  a  femicircular  figure,  and  with  thefe 

*  he  could  cut  oiF  the  neck  of  an  oftrich  running  in  full  fpeed, 

*  This  feat  is,  perhaps,  the  mott  difficult  of  the  whole  number, 
‘  the  oftrich  being  extremely  fwift  of  foot,  and  having  a  neck  of 

*  very  fmall  magnitude.  Herodian  obferves  alfo,  that  when  the 

*  emperor  amputated  the  head  of  one  of  thefe  animals,  the  ftroke 
^  fevered  the  parts. fo  inftanta.ieoufly,  that  the  body  fometimes 
^  proseeded  feveral  paces,  as  if  ftil!  living,  the  motion  not  being 

immediately  checked.’ — ‘  An  anecdote  recorded  of  a  perfon 

*  whofe  name  was  After,  has  immortalifed  him  as  one  of  the 
‘  moft  expert  of  archers.  He  poflefled  fuch  (kill  with  his  bow, 

*  diat,as  he  faw  Philip  of  Macedon  among  his. troops,  he  wrote 
\  upon  an  arrow  which  he  inteiKled  to  (hoot  at  that  king,  Am 
‘  Jmds  Philip  a  deadly,  arrow  C  and  having  dil'charged  it,  ftruck 
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^  the  right  eye  of  Philip ;  but,  although  the  wound  was  not 
mortal,  it  deprived  him  of  fight  on  that  fide,* — ‘  A  very  ex- 
^  traordinary,' and  perhaps  in  war  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  .archers, 
‘  is  fpoken  of  by  Zofimus,  in  his  account  of  the  battle  between 
‘  Conftantius  and.Magentius  at  Murfa.  This  ioldier,  whofe 
‘  name  was  Mcnelaus,  poflefled  the  art  of  (hooting  three  arrows 
‘  from  his  bow  at  one  difeharge,  and  with  them  could  ftrike 
‘  three  different  perfons.  By  this  (kilful  expedient  (fays  the 
‘  hiftorian)  he  killed  a  great  number  of  thofe  who'  oppofed 
‘  him ;  and  the  enemy,  it  might  almoft  be  faid,  were  defeated 

*'by  a  fingle  archer.’ - Such  is  the  general  ftrain  of  liiis  little 

work.  In  (hort,  we  do  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that  it  is  well 
wwthy  the  notice  not. only  of  the  curious  antiquary,  but  of  the 
general  fcholar  ;  and,  we  might  add,  of  thofe  alfo  who  read  for 
amufement  only.  Yet  we  cannot  take  leave  of  our  author 
without  animadverting  on  a  mtey  in  which  he  has  given  his 
fandion  to  a  fafhionable,  though,  as  we  conceive,  a  very  erro¬ 
neous  doctrine.  ‘  In  a  ftate  of  nature,’  fays  he,  ‘  the  fexes 
‘  differ  but  little  in  bodily  power.  It  is  fo  with  other  animals. 
S  The  intellectual  faculties  of  the  one  fex  are  inferior,  we  arc 
‘  told,  to  thofe  of  the  other;  but  it  is  an  unjuft,  though  fafhion- 
able  education  which  enervates  the  mental  abilities  of  women. 
‘  Strength  and  knowledge  are,  in  a  great  degree,  artificial.* 
This  is  an  impertinent  note ;  it  has  no  reference  to  the  fubjeCf. 
But  it  is  not  unufual,’at  the  prefent  day,  to  meet  with  an  athe- 
iftical  difquifition  in  a  book  of  travels,  or  metaphyfics  in  a  novel. 
We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  to  fee  the  rights  of  women  main¬ 
tained  in  an  effay  on  archery.-  We  have  not  .leifure  to  difeufs 
the  point. in  queftion:  indeed,  the  note  contains  no  argument. 
Gppofing,  then,  after tion  to  affertion,  we  pofitively  affirm,  that 
the  bodily  and  intellectual  powers  of  the, male  greatly  differ  from 
thofe  of  the  female;  .fince  Nature  has  drawn  a  line  of  ftrong 
diferimination  between  the  fexes,  both  in  the  human  fpecies  and 
the  brute  creation.  ;  .  . 
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Art.  XI.  J  new  Tranjlation  of  Tclcmaclnis^  in  EngHJh  Verfe. 
'"  By  Gibbons  Bognal/y  A*  M.  Ficar  of  Home- Lacy^  Hereford* 

pp.  423.  8v6.  2vols.'  13s.  boards.  Hereford,  printed.  1790. 

*  * .  * 

*T'RANSLATIONS  ofTelemachus  into  EngUJh  verfemu^ 
‘  neceflkrily  ^  fall  (hort  of  the  beauty  of  their  original.’  To 
the  veftfier  of  the  prefent  day,  Telemachus,  like  Olfian,  is  un¬ 
manageable.  Mr.  Bagnall  was  not  infenfible  of  the  difficulties 
attending  his  undertaking ;  but  ‘  the  attempt,’  he  fays,  ^  was 
‘  laudable.*  We  can*  fee  nothing  laudable  in  an  effort  which 
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hath  neither  the  fandlion  of  tafte  nor  genius.  From  the  happfeft 
execution  of  fuch  a  tafk,  literature  would  gain  no  valuable  ac- 
ceflion  to  its  ftores.  In  what  manner  Mr.  Bagnall  hath  acquitted 
himfelf  as  a  tranflator,  our  readers  may,  in  feme  meafure^  judge 
from  the  following  lines,  deferiptive  of  Calypfo’s  grotto : 

^  Calypfo’s  grotto  now  at  hand  appear’d^ 

On  /long  piazzas  elegantly  rcar^ : 

Here  faw  Telemachus,  with  new  delight. 

Whatever  could  ra^ijh  and  attract  the  fight : 

Yet  plain  as  rural  neafnejs  could  infpire. 

No  gold  or  Jtlver  to  excite  dejire  ; 

1^0  paint  nor  breathing  buft  did  it  difclofc. 

No  columns  rifing  in  Corinthian  rows : 

But  hewn  in  vaults  was  feen  the  wond’rous  place, 

Shells  and  rock  cryjials  had  confpir^d  to  grace. 

Around  its  verdant  fides  for  ever  twine 
The  turgent  branches  of  a  genVous  vine, 

While  gentle  zephyrs  and  refrefhing  air 
Rellrain’d  the  raging  of  the  fultry  yearJ* 

Thefe  lines,  incorreft  as  they  evidently  are,  are  not  the  worft 
in  the  tranflation.  The  parallel  paflage  from  Boyer’s  Telema¬ 
chus  is  as  follows :  ‘  Arriving  at  the  entrance  of  Calypfo’s 
^  grotto,  Telemachus  was  furprifed  to  fee  whatever  could  charm 
^  the  eye,  covered  under  the  appearance  of  rural  fimplicity, 
^  There  was  neither  gold  nor  filver  to  be  feen,  no  marble  nor 
‘  columns,  no  paintings  nor  ftatues :  but  the  grotto  was  cut 
^  into  divers  vaults  within  the  rock,  which  were  incrufted  with 
^  (hells  and  rock-work.  The  tapeftry  was  a  young  vine,  ex- 
tending  its  tender  branches  equally  on  every  fide.  The  gentle 

*  zephyrs  preferved  a  refrefhing  coolnefs  in  this  place,  fecure 

*  from  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun.’ — For  our  own  part,  we 
are  decifively  of  opinion,  that  the  ‘  Adventures  of  Telemachus, 
as  done  into  Englifh  by  Mr.  Littlebury  and  Mr.  Boyer,  con¬ 
vey  a  much  more  accurate  idea  of  the  original  than  even  Mr. 
Bagnall’s  ‘  New  Tranflation.’  But,  to  f{^)eak  the  plain  truth 
(and  reviewers  murt  wave  ceremony),  w^e  (hould  be  totally 
averfe  from  recommending  to  the  vicar  of  Home-Lacy  a  fecond 
adventure  into  the  land  of  the  mufes.  To  toil  at  the  foot  of 
Parnaflb^  was  always  inglorious ;  at  this  period  of  refinement  we 
cannot  but  conceive  it  to  be  difgraceful. 
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ArT.‘XII.  J  Treatife  on  Education.  In  Tuo  Parts.  lUth  the 
Authors  MeHJod  of  injhudiion  it  hile  he  taught  the  Schoal  of 
Dumlries'y  and  a  I  lew  of  othiV  Books  on  Eaucation.  T.he  Fifth 
Edition^  improved  and  e?i larged.  By  George  Chapman^  LL.  D. 
pp.  295.  8v'o.  4s.  boards.  Cadell.  London,  1792. 


IN  every  civilifcd  country  the  education  of  youth  is  an  object 
of  the  greatefl  importance;  aiid  too  much  pains  Ci^nnot  be 
beftowed  in  afcertalnnig  the  moil  proper  method  of  condudVmg 
it.  This  point  has  been  fo  much  coiuefted  by  eminent  wmiters, 
that  the  quedion  leems  yet  to  remain  undecided,  whether  a  pri¬ 
vate  or  public  education  be  the  moft  fuitable  towards  forming  a 
valuable  member  ot  fociety.  "Fhe  opinion  wdiich  moft  gene¬ 
rally  prevails  is,  that  a  private  education  is  beft  adapted  to  the 
acquifition  of  virtuous  principles ;  and  a  public,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  to  that  of  knowledge  of  the  world.  But  whether  one  or 
the  other  of  thefe  methods  be  purfued,  much  will  ftill  depend 
upon  the  care  that  is  ttaken  of  the  operations  of  the  mind  in  the 
earlieft  years  of  childhood.  On  the  errors  and  defeats  frequently 
committed  in  education  by’  parents,  and  thofe  to  whom  they 
confign  the  management  of  their  children,  the  author  of  the 
prefent  treatife  makes  the  following  judicious  obfervations  : 

‘  In  the  firft  period  of  life,  when  the  child  is  moft  fufceptible  of 
impreflions,  he  is  furrounded  by  perfons  of  low  education,  and  of 
weak  minds.  The  confequence  is,  that  he  borrows  their  ideas,  he 
imbibes  their  prejudices,  he  adopts  their  manners.  Being  generally 
intrufted  to  fuch  perfons,  he  is  often  corrupted  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  is  treated  by'tii^.  .  Is”  he  peevifh,  for  inllance,  and  refufes 
to  take  his  ordinary  food  ?  he  is  told,  that  unlefs  he  take  what  is 
offered  him,  it  will  be  given  to  another.  7'he  tendency  of  fuch  a 
practice  is  obvious.  It  cannot  fail  of  producing  a  felfifh  and  malevo¬ 
lent  turn  of  mind. 

*  Is  he  difeompofed  by  any  accident  ?  it  is  thought  proper  to  pu- 
ni(h  the  author  of  his  misfortune,  guilty  or  innocent,  animate  or  in¬ 
animate  ;  and,  w'hich  is  Ibll  worfe,  he  is  fometimes  encouraged. to 
the  imaginary  punilhment  himfelf,  till  at  length,  having 
wreaked. his  paffion,  he  recovers  his  former  tr;mquillity.  Hence  we 
fee  how  the  heart  is  hardened,  and  how  hatred,  cruelly,  and  revenge, 
fo  fatal  to  mankind,  are  implanted  in  the  human  brealt. 

*  The  manifold  accidents  to  which  we  are  continually  expofed, 
the  oppofite  views  and  different  tempers  of  mankind,  and  the  preca¬ 
rious  hold  we  have  of  whatever  is  external,  require  that  the  mind 
Ihould  be  formed,  by  an  early  and  prudent  culture,  to  bear,  with  for¬ 
titude  and  felf-command,  the  various  troubles  and  misfortunes  to 
which  we  may  be  fubjeiSted.  Notwithftanding  tliis,  it  is  no  uncom- 

ArI**  I  to  fee  thofe  children  whofe  tempers  are  warm,  and  who 
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arc  fufccptiblc  of  the  fincft  feeling.-,  frequently  neglc£led  .in  this 
porf^t  point.  Inftead  of  teaching  them  patiently  to  endure  pain  and 
difajppointnieht,  and  the  other  evils  of  life,  which  .cannot  be  altogether 
avoicfcd  ;  inflead  of  teaching  them  to  govern  their  paffions,  and  direft 
them  to  proper  bbjefts,  their  parents* are  often  blind  enough  to  allow 
them  tocontraft  an  impatience  under  misfortune,'" and  ah  intpetuofuy 
of  fpirit  when* thwarted ;  both  which,  gathering  ftrehgth  from  indul¬ 
gence,  are  often  preduftive  of  trouble  to  others,' and* of  mifefy  to 
themfclvcs.  'To  fburce^  of  this  kind  may  be  traced  many'of  thofe 
outrages  which  dillurb  the  peace  of  focicty/  and  blaft  the  enjoyment 
of  life.  r  ii 

*  Inflead  of  being  taught  candidly  to  acknowledge  his  faults,  the 
child  is  fufFcred  to  make.excufcs  for  them  ;  and  fometimes,  by  a  di- 
left  lie,  to  difown  iheni..  Thus  the  facred  .regard  which  is  due  to 
truth*  is  gradually  diminiftied,  andi^  that  fence  being  broken  down, 
diflimulation,  the  bino  of  virtue,  cllablifhes  an  early  and  a  powerful 
empire  in  the  human  heai t. 

*  Is  the  child  fluggiih  br*'refraftory  ?  it  is  thought  proper  to  en¬ 
gage  him  to  his  duty  by  a  bribe.  Thus,  inflead  of  difintcieflednefs, 
and  the  love  of  virtue,  he  contrafts  a  fordid  and  mercenary  turn,  and 
a  flrong  attachment  to  money,  which  he  coniiders  as  the  great  objeft 
that  intcrells  the  paflions  of  men,  and  the  fpring  by  which  they  ought 
to  be  moved  ;  and  the  high  encomiums  on  money,  which  he  fo  fre¬ 
quently  hears,  the  pafiion  for  it  which  he  obferves  in  the  generality  of 
mankiiid,  and  tlie  refpeft  which  he  fees  paid  to  the  rich,  independent 
of  their  virtues  and  their  rank  in  fbeiety,  naturally  tend  to  pervert  his 
tafle,  and  teach  him  to  afibciate  the  ideas  of  merit  and  of  happinefs 
with  the  poireflion  of  riches. 

*  If  he  gets  money  from  his  relations-or,  friends,  which  they  de- 
iign,  through  a  fond  but  millaken  affeftion,  as  an  expreflion  of  their 
regard  or  clleem,  he  is^ofiea  permitted,  or  rather  encouraged,  to 
throw  it  away  in  purcUaiing  thofe  things  which  will  fow  the  feeds  of 
luxury  and  profufion  in  lus  gender  mind*  Hence  arifes  that  unhappy 
keennefs  for  t  >ys,  fruits,  fweetmeats,-&€.,which'we  obferve  in  youihp 
and  which,  like  otner  infirmities,  is  nourifhed  by  indiicreet  and  early 
Lidulgence :  and  hence  may  be  derived  that  defire  of  fuperflaities,  and 
thofe  numerous  artificial  wants,  with  which  a  vitiated  appetite  or  de¬ 
praved  taile  punilhes  thofe  who  depart  from  the  fimplicity  of  nature. 

Thus  we  are  fo  far  from  cultivating  a  principle  of  virtue  in  chil¬ 
dren  during  this  early  period,  that  we  cannot  fail,  by  fo  unwary  a 
conduft,  to  ingraft  vice  in  their  tender  breafls.  Hence  it  is  that 
teachers  find  it  fo  didicult  a  talk  to  root  out  of  their  unfortunate  pu¬ 
pils  thofe  falfe  notions  which  they  have  already  formed,  and  to  train 
them  up,  by  virtuous  habits,  to  be  good  men  and  ufeful  members  cf 
focicty.!  -  !  -  - 


Dr.  Chapman  is  enabled,  to  fpeak  with  confidence,, from  his 
own  experience,  of  the  conflitution  and  government  of  a  fchoolf 
and  on  this  fubjeeft  he  produces  many  excellent  and  ufeful  re*' 
bi^ly  worthy  the.  attention  of  thofe  who  have -'the  di* 
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region  of  fuch  fcminariesr  He  next  afccrtalns  the  nature  and 
degfees  of  education  neccflary  to  the  lower  ranks  of  mankind; 
fhevva  the  ufefulnefs  of  clailical  learning  to  the  middle  ftatioii  of 
life  i^^ah'd^  offers  Tome  pertinent  hints  refpe£ling  the  education  of 
th^e' female  fex;  Jubjoining  fome  remarks  on  the  qualification 
and, duty  of  teachers,  and  the  falary  of  fchoolmaltcrs,  which 
is,  in  general,  far  from  being  adequate  to  their  important 
fituation-  ^ 

In  the  fecond  part  of  the  treatife  the  author  gives  direftions 
for  educating  children.  He  begins  with  deferibing  the  care  to 
be  taken  of  the  bodies  of  children  ;  delineating  next  the  culture 
of  the  mind  till  the  age  of  ten  years  *,  ,ahd  afiefivards  from  that 
period  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age;  with  a  plan  of  ftudy 
for  children  at  fchoo!.  *  /  '  ' 

Dr.  Chapman  then  proceeds  to  relate  his  own  method  of  In- 
ftrudlion  while  he  taught  the  grainmar-fchool  cf  Dumfries : 
pointing  out  the  method  of  teaching  the  principles  of  the  Latin 
tongue;  what  books  are  taught,  and  in  what.Qidcr,  with  the 
method  of  teaching* the  principles  of  the  Englilh  tongue;  the 
method  of  reading  and  explaining  the  daffies  ;  the  method  of 
tranflating  from  Engliffi  into  Latin,  and  from  Latin  into 
Engliih.  The  author  next  prefents  his  readers  with  obfervations 
on  hiftory,  and  marks'out  the  method  of  preparing  youth  for  the 
ftudy  of  it.'  An  extradt  from  this  fecll6n  will  beft  give  ah  idea 
of  the  juft  remarks  and  good  fenfe  which  it  evinces ; 

•  As  it  is  better  to*  learn  wifdom  from  the  fate  of  others  who 
have  lived  before  us,  than  to.truil  entirely  to  oor  own  experience  and 
confined  obfervation  of  what  pail'es  around  us,  hiftory  is  recommended 
CO  yoath  as  the*  parent  of  knowledge,  and  the  great  inftruil refs  of 
human  life;  .In  hiftory  we  fiirvey  the  various  generations  of  man¬ 
kind  palling,  as  it  were,  in  review  before  our  eyes.  There  wc  ob- 
ferve  the  different  characters  of  men,  mark  their  fate,  difeern  the 
fuperiof  advantages  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  and  learn  that  misfortune 
and  fliame  arc  the  natural  portion  of  folly  and  vice.  There  we  dif- 
cover,  that  to  facrifice  our  intelledtual,  our  morarenjoyments,  to  the 
lower  and  more  inglorious  propenfities  of  our 'nature,  is,  in  reality, 
to  inflift  a  heavy  punilhment  on  ourfelves  ;  there  likewife  we  fee,  that 
no  acquifition  we  can  make  is  fo  fair,  and  fo  .valuable,  as  a  mind  en¬ 
lightened  with  knowledge,  and  principled  with  virtue ;  there  wc  ob- 
ferve  not  only  the  fate  of  individuals,  but  alfo  the  various  revolutions 
of  empire,*  and  behold  the  conquerors  and  the  conquered  i  walk^  t  1 
up  at  length  in  undiftinguifhed  ruin.  If  we  loort  back  but  a  fevv 
y^ars,  thofe  who  afted  on  the  theatre  of  human  life  arc  now  no  moic. 
^’hat*i5  become,  it  may  be  aflted,  of  their  deepdaid  fchemes,  their 
^ffibkiqas^projedls,  their  anxious  cares,  their  adored  riches,  their 
idazzHag  honours,  their  alluring  pleafures  ?  Of  what  consequence  to 
xHfm  now  are  all  thofe  objeds  which  fo  nfoeh  enj^ffed  wifhes, 
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or  cxcrcifed  their  paffions  ?  If  we  look  forward  but  one  century  Into 
fMturity,  where  are  wc  ourfdves^?  ,Gpnc,  for  cverj  gone,  .and  the 
places  of  our  abode  know  us  again  no  more*  .  ^  i.  , 

*  From  a  view  of  the  native‘ dignjty  ai^d  ))appy;,  cbnfequences  .cf 

virtue,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  inherent  mcannefs  and  unhappy 
effects  of  vice  on  the  other,  fhall  wc  not  learn  to  reftrain  our  inor¬ 
dinate  dcfires,  and  dired  them  to  objefts  more  worthy  of  buf^nature,  I 
and  more  fitted  for  procuring  us  Iblid  and.lalling  felicity  ?  F.rom  rc-  I 
fledingon  the  fhortnefs  and  uncertainty  of  life,  lhall  we  not  learn  to  j 
value  our  lime  more  highly,  and  improve  it  more  ufefuUy  ?  .  i 

, .  •  But  it  is  only  to  the  difeerning  and  confiderate  reader  that  hillory  I 
affords  inftrudion.  Youth,  therefore,  who  are  naturally  tboughtlefs  | 
and  inconfuierate,  are  particularly  to  be  inftruded  in  the  ufe  they  | 
.ought  to  make  of  hillory,  and  direded  to  the  books^  they  ought  to  I 
read.  And  wliile  they  are  obliged,  in  ftudying  it,  to  wade  through  I 
long  details  of  the  wars  and  the  vices  of  men,  let  them  be  warned  to  I 
tellow  upon  the  unhappy  adors  of  thofe  unnatural  feehes  that  pity  I 
which  is  due  to  the  dclulions,  as  well  as  that  detellation  which  is  due  I 
•to  the  vices  of  mankind:  let  them  be  taught  to  pafs  them  over  with  I 
a  (lighter  glance,  and  to  give  more  particular  attention  to  thofe  ob-  | 
jeds  which  are  worthy  of  their  approbation  and  clleem  ;  the  civilifers  | 
of  mankind,  the  inventors  of  ufetul  arts,  the  friends  of  liberty  and  | 
learning,  and  thofe  perfons  whom  hillory  records  as  mod  eminent  for  I 
jullice,  generofity,.  temperance,,  fidelity,  fortitude,  humanity,  and  I 
.public  fpirit*  What  pity  it  is  that  examples  of  this  fort,  in  the  I 
humbler  as  well  as  the  more  exalted  ilations  of,  life^  have  not  been  I 
’more  particularly  attended  to,  and  more  carefully  colleded !  What  I 
pity  it  is  they  have  not  been  honoured  with  thofe  encomiums  which  I 
they  deferve,  and  tranfmitted  from  age  to  age  for* the  improvemeni  I 
of  hiankind,  in  Head  of  thofe  fcencs  of  carnage  and  devaftation  which  I 
•the  hillorian  prefents  fo  often ‘to  our  view!  Furnilhed  with  a  more  | 
amiable  pidure  of  human  nature,  and  daKzled  no  longer  with  the  I 
.glare  of  pomp  and  conqueit,  we  ihould  have  been  in  lefs^  danger  of  I 
.deceiving  ourlelves  in  oursnotions  of  grandeur  and  of  bappinefs*  Such  I 
illultrious  patterns  of  private  as  well^as  of  public  virtue,  thus  held  up  I 
for  our  imitation,  would  have  *  naturally- produced  |  in  us  a  glorious  I 
.emulation,  and  a  heroic  deiire  to  promote  the  mod  valuable  interclts  I 
of  mankind.  So  feeble  are^the  minds  of  children,  and  fo  apt  to  be  I 
xnifled  by  pomp  and  flievv,  that  the  greated  attention  (hould  be  givenl 
,to  dired  them  in  the  dudy  of  hidory,  and  to  lay  before  them  fuch  re*  I 
.fledions  as  may  tend  to  form  their  tade,  and  teach  them  wherein  vir-1 
.tue  and  true  greatnefs  cbnfid.*  -  -  i  ■ 

•  Two  fubfeqqent  fcdions.  contain)  valuable  obferv^tions  onB 
.moral  difeipUne,  and  the  method  of -teaching  the  principles  ot  i 
religion  and  morality  \  to  \yhich  the  author  has  added  a  view  oil 
books  publilhcd  on  the  fabjed  of  education,  •!  >  m  ,"  -  *  •  I 

On  the  whede,  this  treatife,  confidered  both  ii^ja  fpeculativeB 
and  pradicaL  light,  has  an  unepn^mon  claim  to  the  attention  c;B 
•parents,  and  thofe  in  general  who  are.cntrufted  with  the  educa  B 
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tio’n  of  children.  Dr.  Chapman  appears  to  have  beftowed  e\'- 
traordinary  pains  on  the'important  Tubjeft  of  his  inquiry;' and 
he  has  collected  into  a  fyftem  whatever  has  been  delivered  by  a 
numerous  clafs  of  writers  on  education^  feledled  with  great 
judgment,  and  improved  with  the  moft  ufeful  obfervations. 

„  wili _ _ _ _ 

Art.  XIII.  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  ff'^ritings  offohn  Jortin^ 

D.D.  By  John  Difney^  Z).  D.  F.  S.  A.  pp.  314.  8vo.  5s. 

•  boards.  Johnfon.  London,  1792. 

^T^HE  fubje£t  of  thefe  Memoirs  was  born  in  the  parlfli  of  St. 

’  Giles  in  the  Fields,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  1698.  His 
father,  Renatus  Jortin,  was  a  native  of  Bretagne,  in  France, 
and  came  into  England  a  young  man,  along  with  his  father  and 
other  relations,  about  the  year  1685,  on  account  of  the  revo¬ 
cation  of  the  edidt  of  Nantz  by  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  Soon 
after  his  fettlement  in  this  country,  he  married  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Rogers,  of  Haverfham,  in  Buckinghamftiire;  was 
appointed  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  privy-chamber  to  King 
William  ;  and  was  afterwards  fucceffively  fecretary  to  Admiral 
Edward  Ruflell,  Sir  George'Roolce,  and  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel; 
with  the  latter  of  whom  he  periflied  upon  the  rocks  off  Scilly, 
pdlober  22,  170^7.  j  •  . 

After  this  melancholv  event,  Mrs.  Jortin  removed  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Charter- Houfe,  to  attend  the  education  of 
her  fon,  who  was  fent  to  .that  feminary  as  a  day-fcholar.  At 
the  age  off  fifteen  he  had  completed  his  claffical  ftudies;  after 
which*  he  remained  at  home  about  a  year,  and  perfedted  himfelf 
in  arithmetic,  in  1715  he  was  admitted  penfioner  of  Jefus 
College,  in  Cambridge,  and  dillinguifhed  hirrifelf  fo  much  by 
his  abilities  and  application,  that,  whilft  an  under  graduate^  he 
was  engaged,  by  the  recommendation  of  his  tutor,  to  tranflate 
fome  of  Euftathius’s  notes  on  Flomer  for  Mr.  Pope. 

‘The  life  of  literary  then,  in  general,  affords  Tew  incidents ; 
.thole^of  Df.  Jortin,  from  this  period,  confift  of  his  different 
Writings,  and  his  promotion's  iii  the  church.  In  the  year  1722 
he  publilhed  a  few  Latin  poems,  entitled,  ‘  Lufus  Poetici,^ 
which  were  well  received, ' hhd‘ republiftied  in  fubfequent  edi¬ 
tions.  .  In  172S  he  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Mr.  Chibncll,  of 
Newport- Pag  hell,  in  BuckrhgKamfhire ;  refigning  in  the  fame 
year  the  vicarage  of  Swavefey,  which  he  had  a  little  before  ob¬ 
tained;  ,and  foon  afterTettled  in  London,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  reader  and  preacher  at  a  chapel  belonging  to  St.  Giles  in 
the  Fields.'  In  this  fituation  He  continued  till  1746.  * 
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•  III  the  years  1731  and  i'7  32  Mr,  Jortin,  in  conjuncUon  with 
foine  literary- tr lends,  .publiiiied,  in  a  Icrics  of  numbers^- 
ccllancous  Obfervations  upon  Authors,  ancient  and  Imodern/ 
His  (kill  and  taite  for  critical  learning  were  again  exhibited  in 
fome  ex\:cllent*  ‘  Remarks  on  Speafer’s  Poems,’  to  which 
fubjoined,  ‘  Remarks  on  Milton.’  •  In  1737, he  was  pfefcnied 
by  the  , Earl  of  Winchelila  to  the  vicarage  (»f  Eaftwell,‘in*K.ent,- 
worth  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  a  year ;  but  the 
aipof  the  place  not  agreeing  with  his  health,'  he  foon  refigncd 
it,,  and  returncd‘to  fiondon,  where  he  was  appointed  afternoon-. 
preacher  at  the  chapel  in  Oxcnden-ftrcct.  Me  next  pUblifhed 
his  ‘  J),ifcourlts  on  the  "I'ruth  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  j’  was 
appointed  afternoon-preacher  at  Lincoln^s-lnn ;  publilhed  a 
fernion  preached  at  the  confccration  of  Bifliop  Pearce ;  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Boole’s  lecturer;  publillicd  ‘ the'  firit  volume  of  his 
‘  Remarks  on  Eccleftaitical  Hiftory,’  and  was  prefented  to  the 
rectory  of  St.  Dunftan  in  the  Eaft.  We  afterwards  find  him 
publiihing  the  fecond  volume  of  his  ‘  Remarks  on’Ecclcfiafti- 
cal  Hiftor.y;’  alfo,  ‘  Adifcellancous  Remarks  on  the  Serinons 
of  Archbilhop  Tillotfon’— ‘  A  Letter  on  the  Mufic  of  the  An^ 
cients’ — with  the  third  volume  of  ^  Remarks  on  Eccleiiaftical 
Hiitory.’  In  1755  he  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of  dodtor.iii 
divinity,  at  Lambeth  ;  after  which  hepublifhed  ‘  Six  Diflertations 
upon  different  Subje<9:s  *which  were  followed  by  his:  f^Lifc  of 
Erafmu^;,’.  and  ‘  Some  Remarks  upon  Phillips’s  Life  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Pole.’  He  was  collated  to '=a‘ prebend  in  St.  Paul’s^  the 
vicarage  of  Kcnlington,*  and  archdeaconry  of  Londons  - 
-  Such  are  the’ incidents  in  the  life  of  this  eminent  aiul  worthy 
nian^.  who. died  at  Kenfington  on  the  5th  of  September,  ^1770, 
in.tbe  fcventy-fecofid  year  ofhis  age.  '  The  Memoirs  appear' to 
be  faithful,  and  are  accompanied  with  a  general  account  of  Dr/ 
Joi  tin’s  numerous^  publications. /C  'd  !-  '  !  ' 


•n 
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Art,  XIV.  Tl^  Wad  mid  Odyjfey  of  Horner^  tranjlaud  into  En^lijh 
Blank  Verfe.  By  fVillw?n  Cewper^  of  the  Inner  Temple^  nfq* 
pp.  1251.  4to,  2  vols.  2l.‘  t2s.  fid/-'*  boards  1  '  Johnfon.* 
'  -London,  1791.  .  '  '  *  ^  '  ^  ^  ‘  ' 

^  [  Concluded.  ] . • 


tT  is. not  our  intention  minutely  to  examine*  every  pbfitlon  ad- 
vanced  in -the  cxiradb  from  the  authbr’s  preface,  which  we 
have  Uid  brfore  the  public^;  as  it  is  "with  the’ execution  of  the 
work,  and  not  with  his  theoretical  opinions,' that  we  have  moll  to 


5  EnglUh* Review  fur  Novcmbcf,'‘p.  322,  23,  24,  25/26. 
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do-  But^as  fevcrai  of  thofcpofition^ifeem  to  have  had  conGdirahlc 
irtflirence  on  the  performance,  and  may  have  weight  •  with  fir-, 
ttine‘tranflators,raiid  as  thevMo  not  appear  to  us  to  be  founded 
in  truth,  dome  notice  oi  them  become*^  neceflliry. 

•  Weifubfcribe  to  the^general  principle,  that  a  tranflation  fhould 
heithdr  be  ftrviU  nor  liontious :  but  wc  imagine  that  his  forbid- 
ing  alliattempts  in  a  tranflator  to  form  to  himfelf  an  ider  of 
‘  the  fty!e  which  his  author  would  probably  have  ufed,  had  the 
‘  lan^age  into  which  he  is  rendered  been  his  own/  and  ue- 
ebring  that  the  realifing  of  this  idea  is  impracticable,  wiil  iin- 
doubtolly  lead  to  that*  lervility  which  he  difapproves.  It  like- 
wife  appears  to  us,’  that  he  has  by  ffo  mearis  proved  the  thing  to 
be  impraAicable.  His  only  proof  is,  that  if  fix  perfons,  equally 
qualified  for  the  talk,  were  employed  to  tranflate  the  fame  an¬ 
cient  into  their  own  language^  with  that  rule  to  guide  them,  they> 
would  each  fall  into  a  different  manner  from'  all  the  reft,  and 
that  probably  none  would  hit  upon  the  right.  Be  it  fo;  docs  it 
therefore  follow,  that  the  idea  is  prepoftcrous,  and  ought  to  be 
abandoned  as  imprafticable  ?  Then  truth,  religion,  eyery  thing 
that  is  dear  to  man,  and  elTcntial  to  his  happinefs,  are  to  be 
abandoned  ;  they  deferve  not  to  occupy  our  minds,  becaufc  anv 
fix»men  will  each  form  a  different  opinion  concerning  them, 
Befides,  does  not  Mr.  Cowper  conceive  that  fome  one  of  his  fix 
trariflators  might  have  approached  nearer  than  any  of  the  others 
to  the  point  they  all  had  in  view?  And  docs  he  think  that  ap¬ 
proximation  in  a  point  of  this  kind  is  nothing  ? 

‘  I  have  noffear,’  fays  Mr.Cowper,  ‘  of  judges  familiar  with 
^  original  Homer— but  I  would  willingly,  if  poflible,  obviate  un- 
‘vrrw^/icriticifm.’  Among  uncandid  crities  he  ranks  the  fol¬ 
lowing;  how  juftly  the  public  muft  determine:’  ‘  Thofe  who 

*  (hall  be  inclined  to  tell  me  hereafter  that  my  ditflion  is  often 
‘  plain  and  unelevated. — I  know  it— it  would  be  abfurd  vverc  it 
‘  otherwife — Homer  himfelf  ftands  in  the  fame  predicaiment/ 
To  plain  and  unclevated  diftidnj^ln  its  proper  place,  no  found 
critic^can  object;  as,  by  propriety  and  contraft,  it  contributes 
to  the  beauty  of  the  whole.  But  plainnefs  and  want  of  elevation 
lliould'  have  their  bounds — poetry  always  demands  more  deco- 

I  ration  than  profe;  and  the  epic  mufe  fhould  not  be  difgraced  by 
I  coarfenefs  and  vulgarrty.  Mr.  Cowper  may  perhaps  be  found 
!  guilty  of  both. 

I  ‘  By  others  I  expeft.  to  be  told,  that  my  numbers,  though 
I  ‘  here  and  there  tplerably  fmoothj.are  not  always  fuch,  but  have 
I  ‘  now  and  then  an  ugly  bitch  in  their  gait,  ungraceful  in  itfelf, 
I  and  inconvenient  to  the  reader.  To  this  charge  alfo  I  plead 
1/  guilty:  but  beg,  in  alleviation  of  judgment,  to  add,  that  my 
r  limping  lines  are  not  numerous,  compared  with  thofe  that 
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^  limp  not.^  The  truth  is,  that  not, one  of  tliem  all  efcaped  me: 

^  but,  fuch  as  they  are,  they  were  all  made^fuch  with. a  wilful  in- 
^  tention for  the  purpofe,  he  afterwards  adds,  ©ravoiding  *  an 
‘  irkfome  monotony.^  ,  ,  ^  in 

We  are  afraid  that  his  limping  lines  will  be  found  yery  nu¬ 
merous  ;  and  regret  that  he  has  given  to  all  fuch  lines  the  ugly 
hitch  in  their  gait  with  a  wilful  intention.  But  if  ‘  Wjlful  will 

*  do  it,’  w'ho  can  help  it  ?  That  fome  lines  ftiould  be  lefs  har¬ 
monious  than  others,  is  proper,  and  that  they  will  be  fo,  .is  un¬ 
avoidable.  Subjects  of  every  kind  require  this  variety  j  and 
even,  fuppofing  this  were  not  the  cafe,  it  muft  happen  of  courfe, 
for  all  ideas  are^  not  equally  capable  of  harmonious  expreflicn. 
But  this  does  not  warrant  the  introdu<5lion  of  lines  which  are 

•  • «  I 

not  verfe  almoft  in  every  page;  nor  will  .the  world  be  perfuaded 
that  this  is  the  only  way  to  avoid  what  is  called  ^  an  i.rkfomo 
^  monotony.’  A  variety  in  the  cadence  of  .verfe  is  looked  for 
and  expefted  by  every  reader  of  tafte ;  but  in  poetry,  as  well  as 
in  mufic,  he  muft  be  confidered  as  a  bungler  indeed  whofe  only 
method  of  producing  variety  is  by  the  introduction { of  too  fre¬ 
quent  and  unfeientific  difeords.  The  writer  of  this  article,  fomfi 
years  ago,  attended  a  quaker  meeting,  where  a  female  teacher 
held  forth  for  an  hour  at  leaft:  her  declamation  was  a  kind  of 
chant  throughout ;  but  her  voice  was  melodious,  and  the  mo¬ 
notony  not  fo  difgufting  as  the  harfti,  abrupt,  and  difeordant 
bellowings  of  many  enthufiaflic  preachers.  True  oratory  and 
genuine  poetry  will  avoi4  both  thefe  extremes;  and  the  latter 
will  fpurn  at  the  miferable  fubterfuge  of  making  her  foaring 
flights  more  confpicuous  by  frequently,  grovelliug  in  the  duft. 
A  poem  is  a  whole,  W’here  the  excellence  depends  on  the  rela¬ 
tive  beauty  and  harmony. of  the  parts:  all,  it  is  true,  cannot  be. 
cqudly  perfeCf,  but  no  part  fbquld  be  fo  negleCled,  as  not  to 
coalefce  with,  and  give  cfFe<3:  to  .the  whole.  A  beautiful  fe¬ 
male,  the  moft  perfcCf  of  created  forms,  is  likewife  a  whole, 
whofe  parts  are  not  all  alike  beautiful,  yet  each  contributes  to 
produce  the  general  efFeCl.  Should  Mr.  Cowper,  not  contented 
with  this  arrangement,  advife  the  diflocation  of  the  toes,  or  the 
difiortion  of  the  fingers,  in  order  to  produce  bis  fpecies  of  effect, 
we  are  convinced  that  the  admirers  of  female  beauty  Wv^uld  re¬ 
probate  the  advice  ;  and  even  we,  .though,  ‘  fallen  into  the  fearc,* 
ivould  enter  our  proteft  againft  it. 

The  manners  of  Homer’s  agents  are  coarfe,  and  will  be  dif- 
gufting  to  the  generality  of  readers  ;  for  coarfe  manners  painted 
with  a  faulty  minutenefs,  and  low  and  imenor^  , actions  repre* 
fented  without  a  varnifh  to  fmooth  their  deformity,  can  never  be 
rcliflied  by  a  good  man,  or  a  man  of  .  tafte.  p/rKc  heroes  of  the 
Grecian  bard,  though  not  always  courageous,  are  dw^ys  cruel, 
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brotal,  and  avaricious^  fpoil  is  their  gcneral  objetSt,  the  prime 
mover  of  every "enterprife.  The  poet  may  be  admired  for  the 
truth  oi\k\%  painting,*  as  we  admire,  for  that  rcafon,  the  moil 
difgufting  piftures  of  the  Dutch  and  Flcmiih  fchools,  while  we 
mulFlatnent  that  gods  and  men,  at  once  ridiculous  and  defpica- 
ble,'vrere  the^'only  objects  he  had  to  poiirtray;  and  while  we 
muft-deplore  that,  like  Wovermans,  he  too  often  introduces 
unneceffarily  fome  grofs  and  difagreeable  objed:.  Let  every  man 
who  has  read  Homer  in  the  original,  lay  his  hand  to  his  heart, 
and  fay,  whether  he  does  not  defpife,  and  often  deteft,  the  gods 
of  this  poet;  and  whether  there  is  a  fingle  Greek  or  l  iojaii 
(with  very  tew  exceptions)  that  he  would  choofe  as  a  com¬ 
panion  or  a  friend.  Such,  it  will  be  faid,  were  the  manners  of 
the  times,  fuch  were  the  originals  he  had  to  copy :  true  \  but 
thefe,  copied,  as*  we  are  told,  with  all' the  minutenefs  »of  the 
Dutch  fchool,  require  a  delicate  hand  in  the  tranflator :  be  mull 
foften’many  things  to  pleafe  ;  and  by  thefe  foftenings,  if  he  pof- 
fefs  not  fingular  judgment  and  tafte,  he  will  lofe  the  charadcr 
of  the  original.  Or  if,  like  the  prefent  tranflator,  he  follow 
his  author  implicitly,  if  he  fcrupuloufly  trace  him  in  every  part, 
itTs  probable  that  he  will  be  able  to  produce  nothing  better  than 
a  harlh  and  difgullirig  caricature.  I'he  minute  and  j)cculiar 
touches  of  a  great  poet^are-as  hard  to  imitate  as  thofe  of  a 
mafter  in  painting;  the  poco  ftu  poco'meno^  the  little  more 
or  lefs,  of  Caracci,  is' as  difficult’  to  be  attained  in  poetry  as  in 
the  art  of  deflgn ;  yet  the  knowledge  of  it  is  the  only  road  to 
corredtnefs,  to  elegance,  aiid  excelleilcci  Mr.  Cowper  fets  out 
with  the  avowed  pfofeflion  of  foftening*nothing;  he  means  to 
give  us  Homer  as  h^reallyjs;  bccaufe,  as  he  afterwards  informs 
us,  he  is  perfect.  We  dare  fay  he  has  endeavoured  to  do  fo  ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  he  has  Tucceeded  in  his  attempt. 
A^’the  moll  paltry  dauber  can  paint  a  hump- back  or  wry-^neck ; 
fo  the  difagreeable  peculiarities  are  preferv^i  and  often  height¬ 
ened,  but  the  beauty  of  expreffion  and  harmony  of  numbers  are' 
not  to  be  found.  Our  comparifoh  here,  like  ihoft  of  thofe  in 
Homer,  is  faulty,  from  want  of  a  ftri£l  refemblancc;  fpr  we 
certainly  do  not;  mean  to  fay  that  Mr.  Cowper  is  a  .paltry 
dauber;  he  is  undoubtedly  a  man  of  genius;  but  we  do  not 
think  that  his  tranflationof  Homer  is  the  bell  of  his  works. 

Without  a  further  inveftigation  of  our  author’s  theory,  we 
proceed  to  confidcr  the  execution  of  his  work.  The  flowing 
j  numbers  of  the  Grecian  bard  have,  in  general,  been  admifed  by 
j  the  ancients,  who  could  feel  and  appreciate  them  ;  the  moderns, 

]  though  hot  (uch  adequate  judges,  have  been  ‘the  echoes  of  this 
i  opinion ;  "and  the  prefent  tranflator  has  called  him  ‘  the  moft 
harmonious*  of  all  poets.^  •  In  this  refpeft  Mr.  Cowper  is  a 

F  f  4  bad 


Pi 


X 


I. 


I  •; 

■  i  I 


( 


f  * 


i 


454 


Cowper’x  T^ranflaiion  the  Iliad^  Isfc.* 


^  limp  not.  The  truth  is,  that  not  one  of  tliem  all  efcapcd  me 
^  but,  fuch  as  they  are,  they  were  all  made  fuch  with  a  tuilfui  in 
^  tention  5’  for  the  purpofe,  he  afterwards  adds,  of^yoiding  ^  an 
^  irkfome  monotony/  ,  .  tn 

We  are  afraid  that  his  limping  lines  will  be  found  yery  nu 
merous ;  and  regret  that  he  has  given  to  all  fuch  lines  the  ugly 
hitch  in  their  gait  with  a  wilful  intention.  But  if  ‘  Wilful  will 
^  do  it,’  w^ho  can  help  it  ?  That  fome  lines  Qiould  be  lefs  har 
monious  than  others,  is  proper,  and  that  they  will  be  fo,  is  un 
avoidable.  Subjects  of  every  kind  require  this,  variety  j.  and 
even,  fuppofing  this  were  not  the  cafe,  it  muft  happen  of  courfe, 
for  all  ideas  are  not  equally* capable  of  harmonious  exprejCTion. 
But  this  does  not  warrant  the  introdu^ion  of  lines  which  are 
not  verfe  almoft  in  evei;y  page  j  nor  will  the  world  be  perfuaded 
that  this  is  the  only  w^ay  to  avoid  what  is  called  ‘  an  irkfomc 
^  monotony.’  A  variety  in  the  cadence  of  werfe  is  looked  for 
and  expefted  by.  every  reader  of  tafte ;  but  in  poetry,  as  well  as 
in  niufic,  he  muft  be  confidered  as  a  bungler  indeed  whofe  only 
method  of  producing  variety  is  by  the  introdudlion  of  too  fre¬ 
quent  and  unfeientific  difeords.  The  writer  of  this  article,  feme 
years  ago,  attended  a  quaker  meeting,  where  a  female  teacher 
field  forth  for  an  hour  at  leaft:  her  declamation  was  a  kind  of 
chant  throughout;  but  her  voice  was  .melodious,  and  the  mo 
notony  not  fo  difgufting  as  the  harfti,  abrupt,  and  difcordaiit 
bellow’ings.  of  many  enthufiaftic  preachers.  ^  True  oratory  and 
genuine  poetry  will  avoid  both  thefe  extremes;  and  the  latter 
will  fpurn  at  the  miferable  fubterfuge  of  making  her  fearing 
flights  more  confpicucus  by  frequently » grovelliug  in  the  duft. 
A  poem  is  a  whole,  W’here  the  excellence  depends  on  the  rela¬ 
tive  beauty  and  harmony. of  the  parts:  all,  it  is  true,  cannot  be. 
cqu^ly  perfe£f,  but  no  part  ftould  be  fo  negle<Sled,  as  not  to 
coalefce  with,  and  give.  cfte<fi  to  the  whole.  A  beautiful  fe¬ 
male,  the  moft  perfedi  of  created  forms,  is  likewife  a  whole, 
whofe  parts  are  not  all  alike  beautiful,  yet  each  contributes  to 
produce  the  general  efFe£f.  Should  Mr.  Cowper,  not  contented 
with  this  arrangement,  advife  the  diflocation  of  the  toes,  or  the 
diftortion  of  the  fingers,  in  order  to  produce  bis  fpecies  of  eftecl, 
we  are  convinced  that  the  admirers  of  female,  beauty  w\"iuld  re 
probate  the  advice  ;  and  even  we,  .though, >  fallen  into  the  feare 
W’ould  enter  our  proteft  againft  it. 

The  manners  of  Homer’s  agents  are  coarfe,  and  will  be  dif 
gufting  to  the  generality  of  readers  ;  for  coarfe  manners  painted 
with  a  faulty  minutenefs,  and  loyv  and  immoral  actions  repre* 
fented  without  a  varnifh  to  fmooth  their  deformity,  can  never  be 
rclifhed  by  a  good  man,  or  a  man  of  tafte.  ./Fbe  heroes  ^of  the 
Grecian  bard,  though  not  always  courageous,  are  always  cruel, 
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bnital^  and  avaricious-;  fpoil  is  their  general  object,  the  prime 
mover  of  every 'enterprife.’  The  poet  may  be  admired  for  the 
/rir/A  of' his  painting,*  as’ we  admire,  for  that  reafon,  the  moil 
difgufting  piftures  of  the  Dutch  and  Flemiih  fchools,  while  we 
mulldatnent  that  gods  and  men,  at  once  ridiculous  and  defpica- 
blc^’were  the  only  objects  he  had  to  poiirtray;  and  while  we 
muft  deplore  that,  like  Wovermans,  he  too  often  introduces 
unneceffarily  fome  grofs  and  difagreeable  cjbjett.  Let  every  man 
who  has  read  Homer  in  the  original,  lay  his  hand  to  his  heart, 
and  fay,  whether  he  does  not  defpife,  and  often  deteft,  the  gods 
of*  this  poet;  and  whether’ there  is  a  fingle  Greek  or  I'rojaii 
(with  very  few  exceptions)  that  he  would  choofe  as  a  ccqi- 
panion  or  a  friend.  Such,  it  will  be  faid,  were  the  manners  of 
the  times,  luch  were  the  originals  he ’had  to  copy:*  true;  but 
thefc,  copied,  as*  we  are  told,  with  all  ' the  minutenefs  ,of  the 
Dutch  fchool,  require  a  delicatchand  in  the  tranflator :  he  mull 
foften  many  things  co  pleaie  ;  and  by  thefe  foftenings,  if  he  pof- 
fefs  not  fingular  judgment  and  tafte,  he  will  lofe  the  charaScr 
of  the  original.  Or  if,  like  the  prefent  tranflator,  he  follow 
his  author  implicitly,  if  he  fcrupuloufly  trace  him  in  every  part, 
it  is  probable  that  he  will  be  able  to  produce  nothing  better  than 
a  harfti  and  difgutling  caricature.  I'he  minute  and  f>ecuHar 
touches  of  a  great  poet-are  as  hard  to  imitate  as  thofe  of  a 
mafter  in  painting;  the  poco  piu  poco'meno^  the  little  nwre 
or  lefs,  of  Caracci,  is  as  difficult  to  be  attained  in  poetry  as  in 
the  art  of  delign  *,  yet  the  kno’wledge  of  it  is  the  only  road  to 
corredlnefs,  to  elegance,  and  excellence;  Mr.  Cowper  fets  out 
with  the  avowed  profeflion  of  foftening  nothing;  he  means  to 
give  us  Homer  as  he  really  is^  bccaufe,  as  he  afterwards  informs 
us,  he  per We  dare  fay  he  has  endeavoured  to  do  fo  ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  he  has  ’fucceeded  in  his  attempt. 
As’the  moft  paltry  dauber  can  paint  a  hump- back  or  wrymeck; 
fo  the  difagreeable  peculiarities  are  preferv^,  and  often  height¬ 
ened,  but  the  beauty  of  exprefli'on  and  harmony  of  numbers  are' 
not  to  be  found.  Our  comparifoh  here,  like  ihoft  of  thofe  in 
Homer,  is  faulty,  from  want  of  a  ftrift  refemblancc;  for  we 
certainly  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  Mr.  Cowper  is  a  .paltry 
dauber;  he  is  undoubtedly  a  man  of  genius;  but  we  do  not 
think  that  his  tranflation  of  Homer  is  the  beft  of  his  works. 

Without  a  further  inveftigation  of  our  author’s  theory,  we 
proceed  to  confidcr  the  execution  of  his  work.  The  flowing 
numbers  of  the  Grecian  bard  have,  in  general,  been  admifed  by 
the  ancients,  who  could  feel  and  appreciate  them  ;  the  moderns, 
though  not  fucll  adequate  judges,  have  beefi  'the  echoes  of  this 
opinion ;  and  the  prefent  tranflator  has  called  him  ‘  the*  moft 
‘  harmonious*  of  ail  poets;^  '  In  this  refpeft  Mr.  Cowper  is  a 
--  F  f  4  bad 
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bad  Imitator,  for  bis  own  numbers  are,  upon  the  whole,  harOi, 
abrupt  cumbrous, ‘and » fiequchtly  verfe.“^ ’He^has^not  the 
fame  apology  to  make  that  'was’ fomewherc  made ^  by  Athenteus 
for  the  numbers  of  the  original  ffor  even  the  ancients  Were  not 
unanimous  in  their  opinion  of  Homer’s  verfe)':  'he' fays' that  the 
bar<i  often  mangled  bis  lines,  in  order  to  accommodate  .them  -  to 
the  mulic.  Now,  as  ^we.  dare.fay  Mr.  Cow|>er  hasindt  .cm-- 
ployed  .either  Hadyn-  or  Pleyelb  upon  his-  tranflationj  andrdoes 
mH'purpofe  to  chant  his  verfes,  as  we  .are  told- Homer  did,  he 
cannot  allege  the»fame  excufe.*  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to. conceive 
how  fuch/lines  as*  the  fdlowing  can  be  either  furig  or  fttid  with 
anyvpleafure  to  the  hearer?:.  > ;  ‘ 


^  For  dreams  are  alfo  of  Jove,  that  we  may  learn’—  '  ^ 

-  ^  In  Ephyra  and  in' Lycia’s  wide  domain’—  ^ 

*  •  '  ^  In  length  eleven  cubits  in  his  hand’ —  ‘ 

*  And  braided  her  bright  locks  ftreaming  profufe*— 

.  ^  Pondering  of  Patroclus,  whether  him’ — 

‘  And  glory  on  HeAor  and  the  hoft  of  Troy’— 

*  His  fpirit  fled  forrowful,  of  youths  prime’—  ■  • ''  *• 
bogs  ftand  and  fwains  clamouring,  yet  by  fear’— 

*  Their  fon,  but  himfway’d  not;  unmov’d  he  flood’— 

*  Hideous,  and  lies  coil’d  all  around  his  den’—  ... 

‘  The  Trojans  back  this  calamitous  night’ — 

«  As  in  a  dream,  purfuit  hefitates.oft’ — 

*  A  bitter  death  threatens  m'ej  jt  is  nigh’—  ^  , 

*  He  had  immortal  glory  achieved,  but  iiow^— 

‘  A  mortal  man  openly  to  her  arms’ — 

/  *  That  wild  expanfe  terrible,  which  even  (hips’—- 

*  My  heart, is  form’d,  but  much  to  pity  inclined’ — 

*  But  when  the  waves  (hall  (hatter  it,  I  will  fwim’— 

*  The  balm  of  deep  copious,  that  he  might  tafte’— 

^  That  country*  and  thy.own  glorious  abode’— 

^  •  Fervently  of  the  dead,  vowing  to  flay’ — 

‘  (Return’d  to  Ithaca)  in  thy  own  houfe’— 

-  v#  Hedor  fliould  even  now  flay  on  divine’— 

'  »  •  Adoring  each  duly,  and  in  his  courfc’ — 

■  '  *  *  Cultivates,  undimirb’d,  thy  land,  and  fits’— 

*  Their  fate  fulfill’d,  perilhing  by  the  fword’ —  • 

<  There,  broider’d  (hone  many  a  ftupendous  form’— 

«  With  wonder  that  Telemachus  in  nis  fpeech’—  *  * 

*  To  the  tenth  generation;  foimmenfe’— ^  .7  s 

«  Thofe  (hamelefs  fuitors;  one  to  many  oppofed*— 

*  Of  loud  thankfgiving  over  flaugh'ter’d  men’—"  ' 

?i  *  Him,  prudent,  then  anfwer’d  *TcIemachus’—  j- ^  . 

*  From  the  funereal  pile,  dipt,  batruot  long’—  - 

-rr  :  Survey  the  cqurfe,  peaceable,  fronjiyour  feats’— ,  J 

•  *  Th^r  backSf  tugg’d .vehemently,. cruak’d,  the  fyveat’— 

’  •**  She  tends  the  flax,  drawing  it  to  a  thread’— 

‘  .  *  Seize 
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-I.,  f  Stize  am}  difcovcr, thee,  no  pity  expect’ —  ^ 

M  T<^iSorfaying,  he  open’d  wide  . the  elegaiu  lids'— 

.  /  With  that  harfh  note,.  I  am  already  inclined’ —  .  ,  - 

j.»n  orjTheeyes  of  each  gratified  to  .the  full’—  *  *, 

^  leaving  hcre‘ddblate',  and  the  fruit’ - Sjc.  &c* 

■  l  Tl>ri  .  j  °  !  i  *  .  i  • 

^  Inwall  thefe  lines  there  is  a  want  of  that  rythm,  or  cadcncey 
which  jis  eirential;  to  verfe,  arifing  either  from  a  paffion' for 
inverfioii,  trom'  redundant  fvllables,  improper  accent,'  or  feme’ 
other^fault  in  the  formation  of  the  line/  ^’A  long  article  might 
be  given  of  thofe  -of  a  fimilar  conftruition;*  but  what  wc  'have 
here  produced  will  fufficiently  inform  our  readers  of  the  nature 
of  the  lines  objected  to ;  and  they  will  be  at  no  lofs  to  difeover 
the  others  in  their  perufal  of  the  volumes. 

The  tranflator  has  been  guilty  of  inverjions  and  modes  of  ex- 
prellionxwhich  are  incongenial  with  the  idiom  of  the  Englifli 
language.  A  poet,  it  is  true,  is  allowed  fome  liberties  of  this 
kind  ;  but  Mr.  Cowper  has  ftretched  his  prerogative  beyond  all 
bounds*  and  feems  willing  to  bring  the  language  of  MThcr- 
fon’s  Homer  into  fafhion;  while  his  partiality  for  a  plain  and 
unadorned  ftylc  has  led  him  to  employ  low^  vulgar^  or  improper 
cxprefEons,  ill-fuited  to' the  places  and  circumftances  where 
they  are  introduced.  Here  follow  fome  examples  of  both  thefc 
faults :  ~  * 

Jhaken  as  he  mo'ved^ 

His  rattlin^rrows  told  of  his  approach.’  '  ‘  -r 

— clanged  lYit^cor d 

Dread-founding.’  r  v  .  ;  -i;.  ::  '  '' 

'  "  '  i""^*^cheeidejsh\s{h\j^avdfad^  ] 

Pofle^s.*' '  ^  ^  .  a  3v  v,  . 

7'  more  numVoiis  they  ' 

EAnd  more  illuftrious  far  than  other  chief/  ’  * 

Could  boaft,  njohoever*  *  '  •  * 

■*»j  •  •  •*  '  T'  ”'i  ' 

It  is  obvious  that. the  Idiomatic .  ^rangernent  is,'  hU  rattling 
arrows^  fnaken  as  he  moved^th'e  cord  clan^ dr^heentfs  and fod^  his 
jhip — than  other  chief  whoever/.  Of  the  fame,  kind  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  .  .  •  ^ 

'  Nor  could 

Heftor,  contented, v.now  the  battle  wage.* 

Nor  could  H^Stoc  himfelf.'  ^  ;  m  ^  ^  ^ 

*  Wtrmts-^admirlng food  fight.*,  .  *  ' 

Here,  were  it  notfor  the  context,-  the  i  nverfi  on -would  lead  us 
to  fuppofe  that  there  was'fomething  awful,  alarmingin^the  fight, 
which  it  required  all  the^refolution  of  Mercury  to'jljnd\  but  the 
plain  mining  is^that  the  beauty ’of  C^lypfo^s 

L^rotto.  '  j  ’-’.vi-**  ;Xi.  . 
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i  *  So,  leader  of  the  Ihielded  Lyciahs  groan’d  .1 
Indignant,  by  Fatroclus  flain,  the  bold 
Sarpedon/  *  i’  ' 

So  the  bold  Sarpedon’y  leader^  &c,  •  i 

*  Shades  female  numerous,* 

i  f 

You  have  only  to  invert  the  phrafe,  and  it  will  produce  the  true 
arrangement,  nutrirous  female  Jhades  ! — Nay,  fo  fond  is  our  au¬ 
thor  of  inverfion,  that,  rather  than  not  employ  it,  he  will  fub- 
mit  to  mar  his  verfe.  Of  this  the  following  line  is  an  example: 

*  The  balm  of  fleep  copious  that  he  might  tafte.* 

This,  with  a  little  lefs  inverfion,  would  have  produced. 

That  he  might  copious  tafte  the  balm  of  fleep  ; 

a  line  certainly  more  harmonious  than  Mr.  Cowper’s. 

— -*  'Thc  Ajaces,  conftant,  in  the  rear 
Reprefs’d  the  Trojans ;  but  the  Trojans  them 
jitte'Tiied  &WX,  of  whom  ^neas  moft 
^Troubled  them*— — 

Is  attended  a  proper  word  to  convey  the  idea  of  an  enemy  prefiing 
upon  your  rear;  or  does  troubled  give  us  any  notion  of  its  hoftile 
and  deacily  attempts?  Were  a  traveller  to  deferibe  his  being 

peftered  by' gnats,  he  would  employ  more  forcible  expreflions. 

*  ■  ' 

•  T.r— ‘  Heft  or !  thou  hadft  once  far  other  thoughts. 

And,  Gripping  flain  Patroclus,  thought  It  thee  fafe, 

^ ,  Nqv  car’^djt  for  ahfent  me.*  .  , 

Who  would  imagine ‘this  to  be  the  fpeech  of  Atrhilles  over  the 
dying  Heftor  ?  '  Nor  far'* djl  for  ahfent  wr,  is  not  the  expreflion* 
of  an  implacable  hero,  but  of  a  wnimperitig'  glrl  to  her  faithlefs 
lover.'  It  is  literally  in  the  original,  not  driaaing  me  his  ahfent 
avenger.  ^  1  •*  . 

The  wreftling  of  Ajax  arid  Ulyflies  is  thus  deferibed: 

,  ^  Their  backs,  vehemently,  creakM,  the  fweat 

Trickled,  and  on  their  flanks  and  fhoulders  red 

The  fwbelks  arofe.*  ^ 

‘  -  •  ♦  ■  ‘ 

"A  CornKh  peafant  could  not  have  deferibed^a  wreftling-match 
with  lefs  dignity,  or  made  ufe  of  lower  expreflions.  T  his 
wreftling  is  thus  deferibed  by  Pope :  *  * 

*  Now  to  the  grafp  each ;manlyibody  bends;  Ml  r  > 

.  The  humid  fweat  from  cv’ry  pore.defccnds : 


**'  Their  bones  refound^wjth  blows fidesfi  flioulders,  thighs, 
*  Swell  to  each  gripe,  and  bloody  tumors  rife.! 


When 


r 


Cowper’j  TrofiJJation  cf  the  Hu 


4?^ 


lie 


the 

ion* 

lefs 

fent 


I 


Itch 

I'his 


/hen 


When  Priam, .whom  Homer  ftiles  the  godlike^  is  preparing 
to  depart  from  Troy  with  magnificent  prefents,  to  redeem  the 
body  of  Hector,  the  tranflator  makes  him  addrefs  his  fons  in 
the  language  of  a  common  carrier : 

*  Will  you  not  bring  my  litter  to  the  gate 
This  moment,  and  with  all  this  package  quick 
Charge  it 

This  package^  it  muft  be  obferved,  is  all  Mr.  Cowj>er^s  own  \ 
Homer  only  fays,  ratra  n  wav?,  all  thefe  things. 

*  He  faid ;  then  purpofing  difhonour  foul 
To  noble  Heflor,  both  his  feet  he  bored 
From  heel  to  ancle,  and,  inferting  thongs. 

Them  tied  behind  his  chariot,  but  his  head 
Left  unfuftain’d  to  trail  along  the  ground. 

Afcending  next,  the  armour  at  his  fide 

He  placed,  then  lafliM  the  Heeds;  they  willing  flew. 

Thick  dull  around  the  body  dragged  arofe,  . 

His  fable  locks  all  fvvept  the  plain,  and  all 

His  head,  fo  graceful  once,  now  track’d  the  dull ; 

For  Jove  had  given  it  into  hoftile  hands, 
r:  That  they  might  (hame  it  in  his  native  foil. 

Thus,  whelm’d  in  dull,  it  wnt*  ' 

Mr.  Cowper  has  ‘  admonimed*  us,  ^  that  the  matter  found  la 
^  him,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  is  found  alfo  in  Homer.’  Wc 
certainly  did  not  mueh  relilh  the  idea  exprefled  in  the  laft  line 
of  our  extra£l,  not  well  conceiving  how  the  head  of  ’a  dead 
man  could  pofTefs  locomotive  powers.  'Mr.*  Chriftie,  and  others 
of  the  profeflion,  by  a  bold  and  apppfite  metaphor,  predicate  of 
the  meaneft  utenfil  they  are  vending,  that  it  is  ^  p-going^  ^  goifigj* 
but^'of  a  carcafe,  which  is  dragged  at  the  cart’s- tail,  or  behind  a 
chi'iot,  it  cannot  be  faid  that  it  goeiy  but  that  it  is  dragged^ 
Having  t’eftified  our  difapprobation  of  the  exprclfion,  we  next 
maintain  that  nothing, equivalent,  nothingdike  it  is  to  be  found 
in  Homer.  That  ancient  bard,  one  of  whofe  faults  is,  that  he 
frequently  knows  not  when  to  have  done  with  a  fubjeft,  having 
given  what  moft  people  would  think  a  fufKciently  circumftantial 
narrative  of  this  brutal  aftion,  adds,  without  any  apparent 
ncceffity,  ^  Thus  was  his  whole  head  disfigured’  (Mr.  Cowper, 
perhaps,  might  rather  choofe  bedaubed^  ox  hegrimed)  ‘iwiih  duft;'. 
but  gives  not  the  moft  diftant  hint  of  a  walking  head ;  that  phe-. 
nomenon  is  the  foie  property  of  the  tranflator,  notwithftanding 
his  pofitive  aflurance  of -'having’  ^  invented  nothing.' 

We  infert  Mr. ‘Pope's  verfioh  of  the ‘  above  paflage  without 
a  comment ;  the  reader  may  compare  it  with  the'prefeht,tranfla* 
tion,  and  with  the  original;  v 


^  Then 


V  ;  1  • 
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i  4  7^ben*bis  fell  foul  a* thought  of  vctigearrce  bred 
‘(Unworthy  of  hiiiifelf,  and  of  the  dead)  '  •  ^  > 

...  .'i'hc  nervous  ancles  borM,  his  feer  he  bound  vi  r:  x. 

AVilh  ihongs  infiTted  thro’. the  double^  wound  ;  '•lu  >  i. 

1  hefe  fix'd  up  high  behind  the  rolling  wain,  •»,  .  .. 

His  graceful  head  was  trail'd  along  jhe  plain. 

IVoud  on  his  car  th’  infulting  vktor  llood,  ^ 

i\nd  bore  aloft  his  arms,  dillillin^  blood.  ,,  ; 

lie  fmites  the  deeds,  the  rapid  chariot  files;  j  i 

The  fudden  clouds  of  circling  dud  arife. 

Now  loil  is  all  that  formidable  air;  '  ‘ 

The  face  divine,' and  long-dcfctiiding  hair 
Purple  the  ground,  and  Itrealc  the  fable  fand ;  • 

Deform’d,  difiionour’d  in  his  native  land  I  , 

Giv’n  to  the  rage  of  an  infulting  throng!  ..  / 

And  in  his  parent’s  fight  now  dragg’d  along!’ 

We  fliall  only  obferve,  that  in  Mr.  Pope^s  tranflation  the  head 
1%  trailed. 2inA  dragged^  h\xt  MV tr  goes.  ‘  ' 

Mr.  Cowper  has  thus  vulgarly  and  ludicroufly  tranflated  two 
plain,  but  not  vulgar,  or  ludicrous,  lines  of  Homer,  deferibing 
the  amour  of  Mars,  and  Venus : 

*  He  fpoke,  nor  flie  was  loth,  but  bedward  too 
Like  him  inclined;  fo  then,  to  bed. they  went.’  »  : 

Pope  has  conveyed  the  fame  idea  in  the  following  couplet— the 
contraft  is  abundantly  ftriking : 

*  Then,  nothing^Ioth,  th’ enamour’d  fair  he  led. 

And  funk  tranfporied  on  the  confeious  bed.f,  > 

The  above  Inftances,  which  might  be  -extended  to^a  great 
length  indeed,  are  fufficient  to  evince  the  tranflator’s  partiality 
for  inverfion,  and  his  propehfity  to  employ, vulgar  or  irriproper 
phrafeology.  The  ihftance  we  are  noyv  to  give  is  not  a  com¬ 
mon  fault  with  hini.  In  the  following  lines  he  has  made  Homer 
fpeak  nonfenfe :  ^ 

*  Thrice,  like  another  Mars,  he  fprang  with  (houts 

Tremendous,  and  nine  warriors  thrice ^Ke  flew.'  '  ' 

This  is  like  Alexander  in  his  cups,  ‘  and  thrice  he  flew  the 
^  flain.’  The  meaning  of  Homer  is  obvious,  though  even  he 
has  not  expreflfed  himfelf  corredlly.  PatrOclus  made  three  at¬ 
tacks,  and  in  each  killed  nine  Warriors.  Pope  has^thus.ftiortly 
and  clearly  expreflied  the  thought  ‘  .  .  ^  ^  ‘  | 

*  Thrice  on  the  prefs,  Jike  Mars  himfelf,  >he  flew. 

And  thrice  three  heroes  at  each  onftt  flew.’  .  '  . 

11^-  •.  ( I 

We  have  already  mentioned, his  inattention' to  accent:  the 
following  is  a  glaring  inftance^of  it : 

*  Stands*  Ephyra ;  there  $i'fypluis  abode^  -  .  < 

ShrcwdcH  of  human  kind  ;  Sify’^phus  named.’ 

I  O 
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To  make  out^the  . rhythm  of  thefe  v.erfes,  you  muft  place  the  ac¬ 
cent  on  the  firil  fyllablerof  .Si^iyphus  in  the  firlf  line^  and  dwell 
upon  the  fecond  fyllabk-'of  the  (ame  word  in  the  following  one. 
\Ve  are  left  as  mudi  in  the  dark  witli  regardfto  the  pronunciation 
of  this  ancient  name,  and  may  be  as  much  divided,  as  the  world 
formerly  was  about  Pamela  and  Pame^la.’  '  ’  ‘  » 

VV'ithout  proceeding  f'urther'  iri  minute  criticifm,  we  (hall 
contrail  the  prefent  tr^nflation  of  Jupiter’s  fpeech' to  the  cods 
in  the  beginning  of  the  8th  book  of  the  Iliad  with  Pope’s,  ven'ion 
«f  the  fame  pallage :  *'  '  ‘  '  , 

«  Gods!  goddeffes !  Inhabitants  of.  heaven!  f 

Attend  ;  I  make  my  fecret  purpofe  known*'  ‘  ^  *  .cml  S 
Let  neither  god  nor  goddeis  interpofc  •  rarfji  .'i 

My  counfel  to  refeind,  but  with  one  heart ‘ 

Approve  it,  ahat  it. reach,  at  once,  its  end*  *  »  : 

Whom  I  diall  mark  foever  from  the  reil  ..i  ...  , 

Withdrawn,  that  he  may  Greeks  or  Trojans  ald^  « , 

^  ^  Difgrace  iliall  find  him ;  lhamefully  challifed 

He  fhall  return  to  the  Olympian  heights,  ’  ' 

Or  I  will  hurl  him  deep  into  the  gulphs  '  ^  “  * 

-  Of  gloomy  Tartarus,  where  Hell  Ihuts  faft’  *  *"  •* 

Her  iron  gates,  and  fpreads  her  brazen  floor,'  •  ^  ' 

As  far  below  the  (hades,  as  earth  from  heav’n.  -  --  , 

There  (hail  he  learn  how, far  I  pafs  in  might  .  ,  ; 

All  others ;  which  if  ye  incline  to  do.ubt, ,,  .  ' .  .  . 

Now  prove  me.  Let  ye  down  the  golden  chain 
From  heaven,  and  at  its  nether  links  pull  all  '  ‘ ' 

Both  goddeffes  and  gods.  But  me-youf  king,  *  •  ‘ 

Supreme  in.  wlfdom,  ye  (hall  never  draw.,  '  ^  1 

To  earth  from  heay’n,  toil  adverfe  as  ye  may*  *.  .  , 

Yet  I,  when  once  I  (hall  be  pleas’d. to  pull,  ,  * 

The  earth  itfelff  itfelf  the  fea,  and  'ypu^  .  ,* 

Will  lift  with  eafe  together,,  and  will  wind  .  /  ' 

The  chain  around’ the  fpiry  fmnmit  fharp  ^  »: 

Of  the  Olympian,  that  all  things  upheaved  ‘  ‘ 

Shall  hang  in  the  mid  heav’n;  So  far  doj,  [T  ^ 
Compar’d  with  ail  who  live,  tranfeend  them  all/  r 

'  Pope’s  Version.  r,  . 

*  ■  % 

*  Cdeftial^llates !  immortal  gods !  give  ear, 

'  .Heaf^our  decree,  and  rcv’rence  what  you  hear; 

.  '  •  The 'fix'd  decree,  which  hot  all' heav’n  can.  moye; 

Thou,  fate!  fulfil  it,  and,.ye  powers !' approve ! 

*  Whfit  god. but  enters  you  forbidden  field, 

Who  yields  affiftancc,  or  but  wills  to  yield. 

Back  to  the  &ies  with  (harac  he  (hall  be  driv’n,  . . ,  j  ,  \v  * 

’  Gafh’d  with  diftidnell  wounds,  the  fcorn  of  heav’n:  m.,  '  i 
Or  far,  Oh!  far  from  deep  Olympus  thrown,  ^  " 

Low  in  the  dark  Tar rarean  gulf  Ihadl  groan j 

‘  ^  With 


.. 

t: 

tO  1  >-i,  '  j' 


46i  CowperV  Tranjlation  of  the  Iltad^ 

With  burning  chains  ffx’d  to  the  brazen  floors^ 

AndlockM  by  inexorable  doors ; 

.As  deep  beneath  thMnfcrnal' centre  htirlM, 

As  from  that  centre  to  th’  ethereal  world. 

Let  him  who  tempts  me  dread  thoieidire  abodes^ 

And  know  th'  Almighty  is  the  God  of  gods..- 
League  all  your  forces,  then,  ye  pow’rs  above,. 

Join  all,  and  try  th*  omnipotence  of  Jove  ;  ...  ^  . 

Let  down  our  golden,  everlahing  chain,  . . 

^  Whofe  Ilrcng  embrace  holds  heav’n,  arid  cartK,  and  main ; 
Strive  all  of  mortal  and  immortal  birth 
To  drag,;  by  this,  the  thund'fer  down  to  earth. 

Ye  drive  in. vain  !  if  Tbut  ftrctch  this  hand, 

1  heave  the  gods,  the  ocean,  and  the  land  ; 

1  fix  the  chain  to  great  Olympus  height. 

And  the  vad  world  hangs  trembling  in  my  fight : 

.  For  fach  1  reign,  unbounded,  and  above,' 

And  fuch  are  men  and  gods,  compar’d  to  Jove.’ 

The  fpeech  in  the  original  is  ill-fuited  to  the  high  ideas  we 
Ihould  form  of  the  father  of  gods  and  men ;  in  particular,  the 
pidlure  of  Jupiter  pulling. at  one  end  of  a  chain,  and  all  the  gods 
and  goddeffes  pulling  at  the  other,  is  burlefque  and  indecorous 
in  the  extreme.  The  difficulty  of  giving  dignity  to  this  thought 
is  obvious  ;  this,*  however,  we  think  Mr.  Pope  has. happily  ac- 
complifhed,  and  likewife  improved  the  other  parts  of  the  fpeech. 
Mr.  Cowper,  on  the  contrary,  has  preferved  at  leaft^  if  not 
heightened  the  meannefs  and'burlefque  of  the  Grecian  poet: 

- *  Let  ye  down  the  golden  chain 

From  heav!n,  and  atdts  nether  links  pull  all , 

Both  goJdeJfts -and  godfi.^  But  mCiyour  king, 

Supreme  in  wifdom,  ye  fliall ‘never  draw 
To  earth  from  heav’n,  toil  adverfe  as  ye  may# 

Yet  I,  cnce  I  Jhall  be  pleafed  to  pul! ^ 

The  earth  itfelf,  tfelf  the  fea,  and  you. 

Will  lift  with  eafe  together.’ 

I 

How  lame  and  mean  is  ‘  when  I  Jhall  be  pleafed  to  pullj  to  Pope’s 
^  If  I  hut  Jlretch  this  handV  Amidft  all  this  pullings  we  cannot 
banifh  from  our  minds«  amexpreffion  of  our  honeft  tars,  nor 
help  conceiving  that  the  gods  and  goddeffes  joined  in  chorus 
with  ‘  a Jirong  pull^  and  a  long-pull^  arid  a  pull  altogether J  as  our 
failors  do  on:  fimilar  ’  occafions.  We  fhall  juft  obferve,  that 
Mr.  Cowper  is. here  again  at‘his  inverfions,  inftead  of  the  fea  it^ 
ftlf  he  fays  itfelf  the^  fea. 

We  have  ventured,  in  a  fewinftances,  to  compare  the  tranf- 
lations  of*  Mr.  Pope  and  Mr.  Cowper ;  though  the  latter  tells 
us  that  ‘  no  conteft  (meaning  comparifon)  is  conceivable  be- 

‘  between’ 
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‘  between’  them,  as  they  are  ‘  performers  on  dItFerent  inftru- 
‘  ments.’  True,  they  are^fo;  but  they  play  the  fame  tune;  and 
it  is  only  by  comparifon  that  we  can  determine  where  the  fupe- 
riority  lies. 

Having  thus,  at  fome  length,  given  our  opinion  of  the  tranf- 
lation  befdre  us,  we  cannot  help  attributing  moft  of  the  failures 
to  an  idea  of'  perfeiiion  in  the  original,  equally  contradiftory  to 
good  tafte  and  commbn-ferife.  In  a  note  of  Mr.  Fufeli’s 
(Vol.  I.  p.  433)>  explanatory  of  the  place  where  Sarpedon  was 
llain,  he  fays,  ‘  But  Homer,  however  he  may  be  charged  with 
‘  now  and  then  a  nap  (a  crime  of  which  I  am  perfuaded  he  is 
‘  nsver  guilty)^  certainly  does  not,flumber  here,’.  &c.  I'he 
tranflator,  by  leaving  this  afiertion  uncontradicled,  and  fubferib- 
ing  at  the  bottom  of  the  note  to  the  ‘  judicious  remark,’  appears 
to  avow  the  fame  opinion.  Now,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that 
he  who  is  fo  blinded  by  enthufiaftic  admiration  as  to  believe 
every  thing  perfe^  in  any  human  work,  is  unqualified  to  judge 
of  that  work,  be  his  talents,  in  other  refpedls,  what  they  may: 
and,  if  he  attempt  a  tranflation,  will  be  as  apt  to  exaggerate  the 
faults  and  foibles  of  his  original,  as  to  difplay  his  beauties;  for, 
to  him,  all  is  beauty,  all  is  perfection*.  It  is  here,  as  in  the 
fifter  art  of  painting; — were  a  Hind  admirer  to  copy  a  defign  by 
Michael  Angelo,  Si  the  extravaganzas  of  that^  great  painter 
would  be  ftrongly  marked;  and,  not  poffefling  the  genius  of  the 
maftef,  the  adoring  fcholaf  would  fail  in  exprelling  bis  beauties. 

diftorted  figure  would  be  the  refult,  having  fome  refemblancc, 
it  is  true,  but  a  refemblance  that  difpleafes,  that  makes  us  re¬ 
coiled  the  mafter  with  difguft.  ^  • 

Such,  .we  are  obliged  to  fay,  is  the  copy  before' us.  A.  re¬ 
femblance  of  Homer  it  may  be  called,  but  it  is  Homer  extended 
as  a  corfe.  While  we  recognife  a  morbid'likcnefs,  we  regret  that 
the  play  of  features  is  no  more;  that’the  life,  the  foul,  is  fled. 

--  - : - ^-1 - ^ — I  .  ,  „  p  - 

I  ^  %  O  *  4  ' 

*  To  this  fuppofed  i fallibility  of  Homer  we  muft  attribute  many 
of  the  faults  of  the  prefent  tranflation.  With  this  ideal  perfeQ  archie- 
.type  before  him,  our  tranflator  thought  of  nothing  but  the  moft  fervile 
iraiuiion  ;  even  the  imitation  of  found,  and  the  transfufion  of  idiom, 
to  neither  of  which  can  our  language  be  accommodated.  To‘a  fimilar 
blind  adoration  of  Milton  may  be  aferibed  the  harftinefs  of  our  tranf- 
lator’s  numbers,  and  other  unpleafing  peculiarities,  which  fomerimes 
occur  in  Milton,  and  are  only  pardoned  in  him  on  account  of  his  ge. 
.neral  excellence,  but  which  Mr.  Cowper  has  copied  as  if  they  were 
teauties,  having  perched  Milton,  we  fuppofe,  in  the  fame  nidie  of 
'infallibility  with  Homer. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


Ar  T.  I  3.  T ra'v'els  in  the  United  StaUs  of  Americai\  performed  in 

1788.  By  J.  Briffot  de  WarvilU.  Tranfated  fom  the  Ficnch, 
pp,  4S3.  8vo.  6s.  boards.  Jord^an.  London,  1792. 


IN  a  late  Review  we  gave  an  account  of  the  original  of  thefe  tra¬ 
vels,  and  have  now  only  to  obferve,  that  the  prefent  tranflation 
appears  to  be  executed  with  fidelity. 


Art.  r6.  Letters  to  a  Young' Man ;  occafiored  by  Mr.  Wahefieldfs  Ejfy 
on  Public  U  ’orfi  p  :■  to  <iuhich  is  added ^  a  Reply  to  Mr.  E  van/on  s  Ob- 
jettons  so  the  Oh/cr^uHce  of  the  Lords  Day.  Byjojeph  prie/Heyt  LL.D. 
f.R.S.  pp.  60.  8vo.  IS.  6d.  Johnfon.  London,  1792. 

In  thefe  letters  Dr.  Priellley  combats  the  opinions  of  Melfrs.  Wake¬ 
field  and  Evanfon  with  a  variety  of  forcible  obfervations.  He  main¬ 
tains,  in  particular,  the  propriety  of  public  worfhip,  and  the  expe- 
diency  of  obferving  the  fabbath,  both  by  arguments  drawn  from  re^f- 
fon,  and  the  authority,  he  thinks,  of  the  apoftles.  Did  Dr.  Priefileyr 
equally  conform  to  the  received  doftrines  of  either  of  .  the  proteftaiit 
churches,  on  other  religious  fubjefls,  his  principles  would  be  liable 
to  few  objeflions.  •  ^ 


Art.  17.  The  Annual  Regifier\  cr,  a  Vienu  of  the  flifiory^  Politics^ 
and  Literature,  for  the  Year  1789.  pp.  544.  8vo.'  6s.  boards. 
Dodfley.  London,  1792.  ’ 

The  publication  of  the  prefent  volume  at  fo  late  a  period,  has,  we 
arc  informed  in  a  preface,  been  the  eifecl  of  inevitable  caufes.  But 
the  original  plan  of  the. work  appears  to  be  profecuted  with  uniform 
attention ;  and  the  author,  or  editor,  endeavours  to  compenfate,  by 
accuracy  of  information,  for  the  (lownefs  of  pregrefs. 


Art.  18.  The  New  Annual  Regift er  ;  pr.  General  Repojitcry  of  HiftorU 
Politics,  and  Literature,  for  the  Ye^r  1791.  A  Continuation  of  the 
Hifiory,  Learning,  and  Taftt,  in  Great-Britain  during  the  Reign  of 
^cen  Elizabeth,  pp.  655.  8vo.  6s.  M.  boards.  Robinfons. 
London,  1792. 

The  avowed  objeft  of  this  work  is  the  fame  with  .that  of  the  preced¬ 
ing,  cxclufivc  of  the  preliminary  hiftory.  Which  of  the  two  has  the 
claim  to  the  patronage  of  the  public,  it  would  be  invidious  fer 
us  to  deteroune. 
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Art.  19.  A  Defence  of  Dr.  PrieCt  and  the  Reformers  cf  England.  By 
the  Re^v*  CbriiiQphti'  fyv  lU  Ctfairman  f  the  Lite  Comvi'ltee  of  /If. 
fociatioh  of  the  County  of }  ork.  pp.  lOO.  bvo.  2s.  Johiifon.  L'*u- 
don,  1792. 


Though  the  title-pnge  of  this  piimphlet  is  of  general  import,  the 
author’s  dehgn  Is  not  to  vindicate  either  the  principles  cr  coud  ’.Cl  of 
all  who  pretend  to  the  chara^ler  of  political  reformers.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  admits  that  the  avowed  pu’-p^fc  of 'r^omas  Paine  is,  not  to 
reform  or  ammd  tlie  1\ item  of  our  government,  but  lO  overturn  and 
dellfoy  it.  Mr.  VV'  yvill’s  defence  is, confined  to  2  parliamentary  re¬ 
form’;  and, 'refpedling  that  oKjed‘,,h  ‘  ‘maintains,  the  fame  opinion 
which  he  had  publicly  avowed  iomc  years  ago." 

Art.  20.'  The  ladies  Afi^Race;  or,  The  Sports  of  Barton  Doi.vksm 
A  Poem,  in  Htroic  Virfe.'  pp.  28.  410.  2S.  Kichardfon.  Lon¬ 
don,  1791-  .  ”  '  > 


We. cannot  difeover  fufHcient  merit  in  this  poem  to  entitle  it  to  a 
perufal.  The  poet  of  Larton  Downs ‘Ivil!  forgive  us,  but  w’e  wiili 
tha^  he  had.  employed  his  time  iu  a  more  profitable  manner  than  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  write  verfes. 

Art.  21.  Ais  Eiegy  on  the  Death  cf  James  Sutherland,  Ffq.  By  Eunohoo* 
pp.  15.  4C').  IS.  Jordan.  London,  1791. 

Everyone  is  acquainted  with  the  unhappy  fate  of  Mr.  Sutherland. 
The  tribute  paid  by  Eunohoo  to  his  memory  is  fufficicntly  poetic— 
perhaps  mot ’iafiiciently  moral. — Speaking  of  life  the  author  fays, 

‘  ‘  Thou  load  of  wretched.nefs,  poor  painful  life, 

'  Hell  of  che'^goodi 'and^of the  bad  thc^heav’h  ; 

Thee  penfive  iiobbes  ha>  prov’d  the  date  of  ilrife,  ‘ 

^  ^  X  .  Where  virtue  wurstwidt  vice  on  ground  uneven. 

One  blifs  thou  haftj, the  blifs  of  ending  iooii—  .  . 

‘  -The  foie  reward  that  merit  afks  of  thee  1:  .  •  ■  .  ’ 

’Tis  pity  that  the  lamentable  boon  i  *  .  j  i 

"  '  '  Should  prove  a  crime  vvithdut  high,! leaven’s  decree.* .  . 

Art,  22.  The  Comp^rifon  \  or^  England greatefi 'and  happiejL  .A  Poem^ 
'By  William  U  hitmore.  ,  pp.  12.'  410.  is.  6d.  Bell.  London,  1 792. 

The  author  of  this  poem  is  unwillihg  to  allowany  merit  to  the  pre- 
fent  government  of  b  ranee.  Speaking  of  that.country,  he. fays,  there 

.  \  once  the  tuneful  band 

The.gr:;ces — Love  andjoy — danc’d  hand  in  hand— 
Where  all  alike  were  happy,  rich  and.  poor;  •  •  • 

For  laughter  conftant  flood  at  each  man’s  door,  *  *  • 

W’hcre  each,  well  pleas’d  with  his  allotted  fate, 

^  *  ViewM,  without  grudging,  his  fuperior’s  ftate ; . 

wealth  to  others  gave;  «  - 
/content  he  was  no  flavc;  - 
But  curs'd  democracy  hath  lain  all  wafle 


Admird‘that  grandeur,* 
And,*  if 'hoc  perfeTHr  free 


We  believe  that  the  poet’s  obfervatlons  on  England  arc  more  juft  than 
thofe  he  has  made  upon  France. 
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Art.  23.  Elegy  written  at  the  Hot  WelUy  BrifoL  A.ioreJJed  to  the 
Rev.  lytlliam  ilo^vley.  pp- 9*  4^0.  is.  Dili/.  London,  1791. 

An  imitation,  well  executed,  of  Grey’s  celebrated  elegy — 

•  The  morning  wakes  in  fliadowy  mantle  grey. 

The  darkfome  woods  their  glimmering  fkirts  unfold  ; 

Prone  from  the  cliff  the  falcon  wheels  her  way. 

And  long  and  loud  the  bell’s  flow  chime  is  toll’d. 

Now  gains  the  ftruggling  light  upon  the  fkies. 

And  far  away  the  glilt'ning  vapours  fail ; 

Down  the  rough  fteep  the  accuftom’d  hedger  hies. 

And  the  dream  winds  in  brightnefs  thro’  the  vale  !* 

What  remains  is  by  no  means  inferior  to  this  fpecimen. 

Art.  24*  Admonitory  Ep'^ files  from  Harry  Homer  to  his  Brother  Peter 
Pindar,  pp.  15.  4to.  is,  E.  and  T.  Williams.  London,  1792. 

There  is  feme  humour  in  thefc  epidles ;  not  fufficient,  however, 
to  entitle  Harry  Homer  to  claim  relationfliip  with  the  inimitable  Peter. 

Art.  25.  Elegy  •written  in  a  London  Churchyard,  pp.  12.  410.  is.6d. 

Bell.  London,  1792. 

The  chief  defign  of  this  elegy  is  to  deplore  the  lofs  of  Ed^win  the 
comedian.  The  poetry  is  mediocre.  1  he  printing  is  excellent. 

Art.  26.  Reflexions  at  the  l*Qmh  fif  Colutnbus.  By  a  Lad)\  pp.  26, 
4to.  IS.  6d.  C.  and  G.  Kearfley.  Lphdon,  1791. 

The  lady  laments,  with  much  reafon,  the  fate  of  Columbus,  who 
was 

^  TraducM  in  life !  defrauded  ln  the  dad 

*  ^  i  ‘ 

The  events  which  are  alluded  to  are  taken  from  Roherifons  Hiflory  of 
America.  The  poetry  is  fomewhat  above  mediocrity. 

Art.  27.  A  Second  Heroic  Epiflle  to  Jdfeph  Prieflleyy  LL.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
Acad.  Imp.  Peticp.  R.  Paris.  Helm.  Faurin.  Ital.  Harlem.  Aurel.  Med. 
Par.  Cantab.  Americ.  et  Pbilad.  Soc.  pp.  25.  410.  is.  6d.  Debrett. 
London,  1791. 

The  author  of  this  heroic  epidle  evinces  a  confiderable  portion  of 
abilities.  His  farcafm  is  keen,  and  his  fatire  fcvcrc,  though'  rather 
too  malignant.  It  is  impoffible,  however,  to  fuppofe  that  Dr.  Priedlev 
can  be  hurt  by  any  attempts  of  this  kind. 

Integer  vitse,  fceleridjuc  purus 
Non  eget  mauri  jaculis,  ncc  arcu 
Nec  venenatis  gravida  fagittis 
»-~pliarctra— 
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Art.  28.  The  Brother a  FoUtico-polemical  Eclogue,  Humhiy  in* 
fcrihed  to  the  Rev*  Mr,  Timothy  and  the  Rev,  Dr,  Jofeph  Priefiliy„ 
pp.  19.  4to.  IS.  Debrett.  London,  1792 

There  is  little  fenfe,  lefs  poetry,  and  no  candour  at  all,  in  this 
eclogue.  A  vein  of  malignancy  runs  through  tiic  whole  produdlion, 
on  which  we  will  not  waile  more  of  our  time. 

Art.  29.  A  Morning  Walk ;  in  Blank  Ferfe,  AddnJJid  to  an  eminent 
Clergyman,  pp.  16.  410.  is.  C.  and  G.  Keaifley.  London, 

1792. 

The  author  of  this  poem  po/Tefles  no  fmall  fhare  of  the  vh  vivica 
of  poetry.  The  following  defeription  is  new  and  poetic : 

— ^  Meantime  array’d 
In  robes  of  decent  verdure,  pearl’d  wich  dew 
Shook  from  the  pinions  of  dcpaiiing  night, 

Th’  enliven'd  earth  rejoices.*- 

Art.  30.  Eugenius ;  cry  Virtue  in  Retirement,  By  Mary  Locke,  pp.  19, 
410.  IS.  6d.  Hookham.  London,  1791. 

Mifs  Locke  is  a  very  pretty  poet,  and  we  doubt  not  a  very  pretty 
lady.  Her  lines  are  fmooth  and  furprifingly  poetic  for  a  young  un¬ 
educated^  inexperienced  female y  which  flie  deferibes  herfelf  to  be  in  her 
preface.  The  idea  conveyed  in  the  following  lines  is  not  new,  but  it 
IS  poetically  clothed : 

^  They,  who  to  rural  Nature’s  charms  are  blind. 

May  fcorn  thefe  humble  pleafures  of  the  mind ; 

To  me  more  dear  than  all  the  gaudy  Hate, 

That  glitters  round  the.manfions  of  the  great. 

Steep’d  in  the  dew  of  Heav'n,  the  bludiir.g  ro(e 
Exhales  frefli  fweets,  and  with  new  beauty  glow's. 

_  .The.modcll  violet,,  which  avoids  the  eye. 

Like  merit  oft  unheeded  left  to  die. 

Its  aromatic  fragrance  breathing  round. 

Delights  the  fenfe  before  the  flovv’r  is  found.* 

Art.  31.  A  deferiptive  and  plaintive  Elegy  on  the  Death  of  jhe  late 
Rev.^John  Wejhy,  B)  Thomas  Olivers,  pp.  24.  410.  6d.  Whitfield. 
London.  1792. 

In  this  elegy  Mr.  Olivers  informs  us  how  many  miles 

Mr.  Wefley  travelled  perAieniy  and  how  eariy  he  ro/e.  The  lines  in 
which  this  intelligence  is  conveyed  to  us  axe  fo  novel  that  we  cannot 
forbear  quoting  them : 

*  When  worn  with  toil,  and  age,  and  fore  difeafe. 

He  rode  an  eafier  way,  his  friends  to  pleafe; 

But  neither  friends  nor  age  his  wonted  fpeed  could  flay. 

For  now  he  often  went  his  hundred  miles  a  day. 

To  live  for  God  while  in  this  vale  of  tears. 

He  rofe  at  four  d  clock  for  threefcore  yearsd 
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Art,  32.  Account  of  the  Pnrljh  of  Fairfcrdy  in  the  County  of  Clou* 
cefter^  nvltb  a  purlieu  ar  Dejeriptim  of  the  fained  Glafs  in  the  Win- 
doijos  of  the  Chur  chi  and  Engrainngi  of  ancient  Monuments,  pp.  39, 
410.  2S.  Wilkie.  London,  1791. 

In  this  account  we  are  informed  that  Fairford  is  a  pretty  town,  con¬ 
taining  an  old  church  with  Itained  glafs  windows.  * 

Art.  33.  Letters  bet^joeen  the  Ho*iourable  and  Right  Reverend  Father 
in  God,  Sbuie,  bv  Divine  Providence,  Lord  riijhop  of  Durham,  Count 
of  the  Co  nt\  Palatine,  Ear  I  of  Sab  berge,  Baron  Evcnv'ood,  ifc. 
a9u  PercivaL  StocXdale^  a  Corre/pondence  interejling  to  every  Lover  of 
Literature,  Freedom,  and  Religion,  .  pp.  67.  8vo.  2S.  od.  Ridg- 
way.  London,  1792. 

'  Mr.  Stockdale  is  very  much  offended  with  the  Eifhop  of  Durham 
for  rcfufing  to  give  him  the  living  of  Hartburn.  Whether  his  lord- 
fliip  was  or  was  not  jullided  in  his  refufal,  we  do  not  take  upon  our- 
felvcs  to  decide. 

\  , 

Art.  34.  A  Melancholy  Tale,  Dark  Sentences,  and  a  Vifion,  pp,  28. 

8vo.  is.  fewed.  No  Bookfcller’s  Name.  London,  1790. 

A  tale  melancholy  without  being  pathetic,  and  a  few  reflections 
(cT,  as  the  author  calls  them,  dark  fentences,  in  our  idea  a  very  ab- 
furd  appellation),  which,  after  the  aphorifms  of  Lavater,  cut  a  forry 
figure  on  the  page  of  moral  literature,  comprife  the  belt  part  of  tliis 
little  work.  For  the  vifion,  it  is  a  mere  attempt  at  the  liyie  of  Par¬ 
nell,- without  having  any  of  his  beauties.  Before  our  author  again 
appears  at  tnc  tribunal  of  the  public,  he  muft  improve  greatly  upon 
fuch  lines  as, 

‘  Where  is  my  boy?  Oh,  he  is  dead,  he’s  dead!’ 

and  alfo  learn,  that  elegant  language  fhould  be  added  to  fimple 
llories  before  they  can  afted  the  heart  of  the  reader.  This  is  plainly 
written  indeed. 

Art.  3j.  Memoirs  atid  Gallantries  of  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  of  Alo ; 
containing  Anecdotes  of  Ptrjons  of  Fajhion  and  Confequence  ;  and  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  SeduLiicn  of  the  unfortunate  ' Wife  of  the  Son  of  the  great 
Buffon,  Tranfated from  the  French,  '  pp.  126.  i2mo.  2S.  fewed. 
Dawfon,  London .  No  Date. 

However  good  the  motives  may  be  with  which  fuch  hiilories  are 
made  public,  we  are  invariably  of  opinion  that  luxuriant  deferiprions 
of  debauchery  are  improper  for  general  pcrufal.  The  forms  of  vicious 
pieafures  are  tempting,  though  drawn  in  their  mod  defpicable  light 
before  the  eyes  of  young  perlbns ;  and  even  when  cenfured  with  the 
ftrid  feverity  of  virtue,  have  more  tendency  to  inflame  than  difguft 
the  pafiions  The  work  has  no  particular  merit;  the  language,  like 
that  of  fuch  publications  in  general,  is  devoid  alike  of  beauty  and 
glaring  defed.  If  the  charailer  of  the  perfon  it  exhibits  is  drawn 
from  whe  life,  we  have  indeed  more  reafon  than  ever  to  lament  the 
depravity  of  human  nature. 
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Art,  36.  A  true  and  fur prijing  Account  of  a  Natura'  Sleep  JViilkcr. 
Read  before  the  Philojhphica!  Scciety  cf  Lau/ar.ne,  in  Szvitzerland, 
^ranfated from  the  French.  pp«  58.  8vo.  is.  Edinburgh,  printed, 
for  Peter  Hill.  1792. 

This  is  an  inquiry  into*  the  natural  and  medical  caufes  of  fleep- 
walking;  and  fonie  cuiious  fads  are  related,  which,  as  the  author 
very  candidly  obferves,  no  man  is  obliged  to  believe  on  anonymous 
infertion ;  and  informs  the  public  that  a  copy  of  the  original  is  left 
in  the  hands  cf  the  publilher  for  the  infpe<tlion  of  the  learned  or  feep- 
tical.  To  thofe  who  find  pleafure  in  examining  the  fingular  exuber¬ 
ances  of  the  human  conltitution,  and  to  every  man  of  common  in- 
vefiigation,  this  will  prove  a  fource  of  entertainment :  it  is  evidently 
the  produclion  of  a  man  of  fuperior  iaformation. 

Art.  37.  he  Intrigues  of , a  Mcrning,  InfxvoASIs.  As  performed  at 

Covent  •Gar  den.  By  Mrs.  Par/ons,  Author  of  the  Errors  of  Education , 
Uc.  pp.  31.  2vo.  IS.  fewed.  Lane.  London,  1792. 

If  this  was  ever  honoured  by  a  reception  on  the  boards  of  Covent- 
Garden  (though  we  cannot  remember  it  in  the  dramatic  lift),  it  could 
meet  with  no  fate  lefs  harfti  than  attends  on  every  piece  hnpofed  ou  an 
Englifh  audience  without  plot,  language,  or  fentiment ;  intrigues 
without  art,  Spanifh  names  given  to  French  gentlemen,  and  a  dull 
imitation  of  that  truly  comic  charader  the  intriguing  chambermaid, 
compofe  this  farrago  of  nonfenlical  error  offered  to  the  public  talle  ; 
and  he  who  finds  amufement  in  perufing  the  ‘  Intrigues  of  a  Morn¬ 
ing,’  mull  have  emptied  every  circulating  library  in  town  of  its 
trafh. 

Art.  38.  T^he  Life  of  Dick  E71 — / — d,  alias  Captain  En-^l — dy  of 
Turf  Memory,  iVith  Hoies  and  llluflrations.  PP- 53»  8vo.  2S.  6cf. 
fewed,  Boofey.  London,  1792. 

A  pamphlet  written  in  the  hackneyed  ftyle  of  narrative. — The  au- 
thor  fays,  the  lightell  words  of  his  tale  would  ‘  harrow  up  the  foul 
if  fo,  he  does  not  feem  well  calculated  to  relate  tragic  incidents  with 
efre<‘.>  ;  but  the  puffin  the  title-page,  about  notes  and  illuftratlons,  to 
fuch  a  catchpenny,  low  compofition,  is  too  difgufting  to  be  borne. 
The  defence  of  charaders  as  notoriou fiy  infamous  as  the  perfon  whofe 
biographer  he  profeffes  to  be,  proves  at  once  his  want  of  impartiality 
and  information.  The  dilgraceful  exit  of  Mrs.  D — m — r  among  a 
fet  of  proftitutes,  does  not,  in  our  opinion,  evince  a  naturally  amiable 
difpofition;  for,  as  Young  obferves, 

A  death-bed’s  a  detedor  of  the  heart. 

but  the  prefs  every  day  produces  (and  we  are  forry  to  make  (o  dif- 
agreeable  a  remark)  far  too  many  of  thefe  cxcrefcences,  which  rather 
tleform  than  adorn  the  caufe  of  morality. 

4 
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Art.  39*  Superjlition  \  a  Moral  EJfay,  By  Thomas  Frail,  pp.  C4* 
4to.  IS.  6d.  fewcd.  Evans.  London,  1792, 

Beginning  with  tbe  profeflcd  intention  of  removing  the  prejudices 
of  tlie  temaie  fex,  our  author  has  carried  on  the  pu^m  without  offer¬ 
ing  a  fingle  argument  to  remove  them.  He  rallies  the  ladies  on  thole 
errors  which,  as  he  obferves,  proceed  from  the  crcduUtv  of  youth 
and  the  folly  of  old  nurfes,  and  on  a  propenfity  they  have  lor  examin¬ 
ing  tea-cups  to  obtain  a  foreknowledge  of  their  delliny.  But  this  is 
a  weaknefs  which  we  cannot  attribute  to  any  other  than  the  lovvcll  and 
itioft  uninformed  of  the  fex.  The  origin  and  progrefs  of  fuperftition 
in  the  human  mind  is  prettily  depWed  ;  but  we  mult  caution  Mr. 
Frail  againff  ufing  in  future  fuch  defeftive  rhymes  as  ‘  dread’  and 
‘  hag.*  His  ear  feems  tolerably  poetic;  and  we  wonder  how  he 
could  bear  the  difeord  of  a  couplet  ending  with  words  fo  totally  diili- 
mllar  in  found. 

r 

Art.  40.  Original  PoemSy  by  a  Lady.  Re^'ifed  by  William  Co^Mpevy 

Efq.  of  the  Inner  Temple.  pp-US*  iztno.  as.  6d.  fewed.  Faulder. 

London,  1792. 

This  little  volume,  which  is  well  printed  on  d  fine  paper,  has  alfo 
Ibme  claim  to  praife  for  its  literary  merits :  it  contains  fome  pretty, 
chafte  poems ;  but  the  deep  tindure  of  methodifm  which  pervades  th« 
whole,  will  not  render  it  very  agreeable  to  thofc  of  any  other  fedt,  as 
there  are  repetitions  of  particular  words  always  occurring,  which  are 
pnly  made  ufe  of  by  people  of  that  defeription.  The  following  fhort 
ppem  vve  have  chofen  as  a  fpecimen,  becaufe  it  is  clear  of  the  cant 
phraies  generally  annexed  to  the  others,  and  which  takes  away  from 
the  pleaiure  they  would  otherwife  univerfally  convey  to  all  who  pe- 
fufe  them  : 

<  Ve  R  s  E  s  to  Lady  — 

^  Ah,*haplefs  maid!  whofe  virtues,  once  thy 
The  lullre  of  thy  brilliants  far  outfhone ; 

Couldfl  thou  awhile  thy  waken’d  felf  attend. 

And  lee  where  ail  thefe  Ihort-liv’d  glories  end ; 

.  Couldft  thou  for  once  the  circling  crowd  cxcludei 
And  tadc  the  joys  of  guiltlefs  foiitude, 

V^here  wifdom  roams  her  filent  haunts  among. 

And  contemplation  mocks  the  giddy  throng  ; 

Where  peaceful  fecnes  each  ruder  fenle  control. 

And.  ^  the  Hill  voice-  awaits  the  humble  foul : 

There,  - ,  would  thy  confeious  mind  enjoy 

Thofe  heartfelt  pleafures  that  can  never  cloyj 
There  peaceful  once  again  thy  foul  Ihould  feel 
Joys  that  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  fteal,  • 

medical* 

A  ax*  4^  *  ^he  P  roperties  of  Matter^  the  Principles  of  Chemi/lryy  an! 

(be  Nature  and  Ccnjlrudion  of  Aeriform  Fluids  y  or  Cafes.  In 

AbfuruitUf  of  tbe  Thfor:es  hitherto  adz’ancedf  un  i  generally  Tt- 
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eti-veJ,  refpelting  thofe  SuhjeSt,  are  fully  txpefed%  and fuch  an  Expla- 
malien  of  them  gi^utn^  as  Reafon  naturally  point's  out,  and  e  very  Ohfef 
ovation  fully  confirms.  By  E.  Peart  ^  M,  D.  and  CerrefponJing  Member 
cf  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  pp,  ii4,  8vo.  2S.  6d.  boards. 
Gainfhorough,  printed;  fold  by  Miller,  London,  1792. 

In  this  invclHgation  the  author  endeavours  to  proceed,  by  the  mod 
obvious  principles,  to  conclufions  which  appear  the  moll  natural.  His 
obfervations,  in  general,  are  juft,  and  his  inferences  plaufible ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  eftablifliment  of  the  latter,  he  feems  to  be  more 
dogmatical  than  is  confiftent  with  the  abftrufe  nature  of  the  fubjedls, 
and  the  diverfityof  theories  in  explanation  of  natural  phenomena. 

Art.  42.  ^he  London  Pra^ice  of  Phxfic  \  nxberein  the  definitions  and 
Symptoms  of  Difeafes^  nxsith  the  prefent  Methods  of  Cure^  are  clearly 
laid  doivn  :  to  -which  are  added ^  Proper  Tables  ^  exhibiting  the  Dotes 
of  Medicines y  and  the  ^antity  tf  Purgatives,  Opiates,  and  Mercurials, 
in  the  Compofiiions  of  the  London  Difpen/atory ;  and  complete  Indexes  of 
the  Difeafes  and  Medicines.  The  nvho/e  calculated  for  the  general  Vfe 
of  young  PraSlitioners.  The  Fifth  Edition,  nvith  large  Additions  and 
Amendments,  pp.  528.  8vo.  6s.  boards.  Robinfons.  London, 
1792. 

The  title-page  of  this  work  exprefles  fufficiently  its  contents.  In 
what  it  may  differ  from  the  preceding  editions,  we  cannot  take  upon  us 
00  determine,  without  a  more  minute  collation  than  the  importance  of 
fuch  an  afeertainment  can  be  fuppofed  to  require. 

,  POLITICAL. 

Art.  43.  A  friendly  Addref  to  the  nvelUdifpofed  and  peaceable  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  happy  Land ;  in  a  Series  of  Letters  nwbich  appeared  in  the 
Ne^s-paper  of  the  World.  To  which  is  added,  an  EJjdy  on  the  Slave- 
Trade  and  Libels*  By  Amicus,  pp.  203.  8 VO.  4s.  boards.  Faulder, 
London,  1792. 

The  intention  of  the  author,  as  he  tells  us  in  the  title-page,  is  to  ex- 
pofe  the  fallacy  and  criminality  of  the  political  doftrines  of  Prieftley, 
Paine,  and  other  modern  reformers :  but  there  is  nothing  new  or  par¬ 
ticular  in  the  arguments  of  Amicus ;  they  may  be  found  in  every 
work  on  the  fame  fubjecl ;  his  fentiments  might  have  been  comprifed 
in  a  far  lefs  voluminous  work ;  and  perhaps  it  was  fufficiently  known 
without  having  been  preferved  from  *  a  fate  naturally  attendant  on 
news-paper  publications:’  feraps  of  Greek  interfperfed  prove  the  au-. 
thor’s  learning;*  but  many  a  learned  fcholar  has  fent  forth  an  infjpid, 
dry  work  to  the  public,  for  want  of  genius  to  give  it  a  nece/Tary  po- 
lifti :  this  may  not  be  literally  the  cafe  with  Amicus,  but  the  work  now 
before  us  is  not  interefting  enough  to  keep  attention  awake.  The 
Eflay  on  the  Slave-Trade  has  more  originality.  In  every  part  of  his 
letters  Amicus  acknowledges  the  defeds  even  of  this  government, 
and  only  objeds  to  an  alteration  becaufe,  he  thinks,  defeds  would 
rather  increafe  than  diminifh  by  a  reform.  To  conclude,  he  has  not 
defended  the  eftablillted  fyftem  half  fo  well  as  many  others;  and, 
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w’.'.lle  he  profcflcs  to  point  out  the  peculiar  excellencies  of  rlie  conlH- 
tutioii,  he  adna:.s  lo  aiany  iaultN  to  halarjce  them,  tliat  the  ciilciples  of 
iVir.  I'rtiiie  i’Uu  wiK.-fe  h:inds  this  may  fall,  will  be  more  coiiviiiced 
than  ever  cf  the  ncc.ihtv  of  a  iefo:ai. 


y\uT.  ^ he  Righis  of  Gitvernmcjif  not  ir.co?*:^at':h*e  nvith  the  Rights 

cf  Mart ;  t:  Sermon ^  f  reached  at  the  Ajf  ic.£5  held  at  Chtlmsfvrd,  A.ig.  i , 
1791.  pp.  16.  410.  C.  and  G.  Kcariky,  London,  1791. 

While  we  agree  with  the  author,  that  it  is  a  commendable  attempt 
in  a  mlniiiei  of  the  gafpel  to  enforce,  from  the  pulpit,  obc  lienee. to 
rule  s,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  his  performance  would  have 
jiiaJc  a  better  political  pamphlet  than  a  fermon,  becauie  there  is  little 
of  fcripiufe  or  divinity  in  it  beiide  the  text :  the  arguments  are  better 
than  the  language  ;  it  appeals  to  the  interells  more  than  the  feelings 
of  fociety.  W’c  nope  it  is  no  proof  of  the  depravity  of  the  times  that 
difcoiirfes  of  this  nature  are  now  more  frequently  addrefled  to  the 
mercenary  than  the  Chri Ilian  afFe^lions  of  their  auditors.  We  do  not 
indanCe  the  performance  before  us  as  an  example ;  but  a  little  fpirit  of 
piety  ftiould  have  foftened  the  periods  of  a  political  fermon. 


A  RT,  4^*  A  Loyal  SuhjeSi^s  Remonf  ranee  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  fhur-^ 
lo'My  upo7i  the  Report  cf  his  Intention  to  refgn  the  Great  Sea/,  pp.  17. 
Svo.  IS.  Dtbrett.  London,  1792. 

The  author  of  this  letter  applauds  the  acutenefs  of  Lord  Thurlow’s 
perception,  the  foundnefs  of  his  judgment,  and  the  inflexible  integrity 
cf  his  heart ;  and  regrets  that  his  iordfliip  Ihould  think  of  quitting 
acminiftration  at  a  time  when  the  interells  of  the  public  demand  the 
fupport  of  men  of  diilinguilhed  abilities. 


Art.  46.  Thoughts  on  the  Influence  of  Religion  in  Civil  Government^ 
and  its  tendency  to  promote  and  pre/erve  the  Social  Liberty  and  Rights  of 
Man.  By  the  Rev.  David  Scurlock,  M.  A.  one  of  his  Majefty  s  fujlices 
cf  the  Peace  fer  the  County  of  Buckingham,  pp.  63.  8vo.  2S.  6d. 
NIcol.  London,  1792. 


Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  human  heart  will  readily  ad¬ 
mit  the  influence  of  religion  in  every  thing  that  concerns  the  peace 
and  happinefs  of  fociety.  The  author  of  the  Thoughts  treats  his 
fubje^  in  a  clear  and  convincing  manner,  diftinguiflied  by  candour, 
and  wholly  untin6lured  with  fanaticifm. 


Art.  47.  An  hiquiy  into  the  Nature  ^  DefeBs^  and  Abufesy  of  the  Bri- 
tijh  Confiitution  ;  vcith  StrUlures  on  the  pre/ent  Adminijiration.  pp.  1 34. 
Svo.  2s.6d.  Jordan.  London,  1792. 

The  author  of  this  Inquiry  inveighs  again fl  the  Hrltifli  Conflitution, 
the  dcfecls  of  which  he  points  out,  and  enlarges  upon  with  no  fparing 
hand.  In  his  llrii^ures  he  evinces  hiinfelf  to  be  a  determined  enemy 
to  the  prefent  adminitl ration. 


Art. 
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Apt.  4R.  or^  A  DiJ/'ertution  on  N ukccintfs .  A  Pcro'iy  cm 

Fatness  Rights  of  Man,  pp.  i8.  8vo.  6d,  icvved.  iVIathews. 
London,  1792. 

An  i^igenious  fatire  on  Mr.  Paine,  and  very  well  calculated  to  ex¬ 
hibit  him  in  his  true  colours,  to  deted  his  Icditious  Ibphillry,  and 
Ihevv  the  deformities  of  his  fyltem  without  its  deceiving  bhindilli- 
ments.  A  vein  of  humour  runs  entirely  through  it;  and  it  may  be 
confidered  as  one  of  thofe  entertaining  trifles,  or  rather  vutticifras,  of 
the  day,  which  it  is  worth  the  fixpence  to  perufe. 

Art.  49.  The  Gihr  alt  nr  Monkies  ;  or,  fbe  Rights  of  Man  :  a  Fab^e* 
By  ^Jonathan  Slouoy  D,  D.  F.  R*  S.  Detiicated,  by  Permijfion^  to  the 
Right  lion.  Fdmund  Burke ^  pp.  29.  4to.  is.  6d.  Jeffery.  Lon¬ 
don,  1792. 

A  wretched  imitation  of  the  flyle  of  Hudibras.  The  author,  when 
Inebriated  with  more  powerful  draughts  than  ever  he  has  drawn 
from  the  fount  of  Helicon,' has  perhaps  imagined  he  was  tailing  the 
infpiring  cup  of  the  mufes,  and  fcribbled  carelcfsly  away,  without 
knowing  what  about.  With  miferable  rhymes  and  ridiculous  fenti- 
ments,  he  has  jumbled  together  two  or  three  hundred  lines  of  a  llory 
which  he  might  have  told  better  in  ten.  The ,, title-page  promiftd  us 
a  talle  of  wit;  but  the  mountain  was  indeed  delivered  of  a  moufe; 
and  as  Mr.  Burke’s  patronage  could  never  have  been  a  tribute  to 
Mr.  Slow’s  poetic  talents,  we  cannot  make  a  more  favourable  con- 
clufion  than  that  it  is  bellowed  as  a  tcllimony  of  refpeft  to  a  gentle¬ 
man  and  a  friend. 

Art.  50.  A  Letter  to  the  National  Cen^jenthn  of  France  on  the  Defers 
of  the  Conjiitution  1 79i>  By  foel  darhnvy  Efq,  pp.  jo. 

8vo.  IS.  6d.  fewed.  johnfon.  London,  i79i. 

I 

A  work  abounding  in  thofe  little  particles  of  combuflible  matter 
which  help  to  inflame  the  mafs  of  fedit'*on.  iv^r.  Barlow  comments 
on  the  defedls  of  the  conftitution  framed  by  the  National  Aflembly 
of  1791,  and  takes  upon  himfelf  the  talk  of  amending  it.  He  is  one 
of  our  modern  makers  of  governments ;  for  every  man  now  who  can 
write  grammatically  has  the  infulferable  arrogance  to  propofe  his 
plan  of  managing  a  kingdom.  This  gentleman^  political  ideas, 
however,  are  rather  lhallow';  and  we  would  recommend  to  him  to 
difplay  his  talents  in  perfon  to  that  convened  aflembly  of  patriots  he 
condefeends  to  inilruft.  His  abilities  are  by  no  means  neceflary  here; 
for  this  fpecimen  convinces  us  he  can  neither  enlarge  our  ideas  as  po¬ 
liticians,  or  promote  our  happinefs  as  individuals. 

DIVINITY. 

• 

Art.  5  T .  A  Sermon b  occajioned  by  the  Veath  of  Mtfs  Sarah  Glower ^  in 
the  2zd  Tear  of  he*"  Age\  preaJjed  at  BuJingJfoUj  \2lh  Auguft^  By 
Jofeph  Jef  erjon,  pp.  40.  Svo.  6d.  Noith,  London,  I792. 

This  is  a  plain,  ferious  difeourfe,  both  as  to  matter  and  man- 
ner,  and  calculated  to  do  good  in  the  little  circle  in  which  it  will  be 
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read.  From  accurate  obfervation  we  have  found  fermons  on  the  death 
cf  perfons  of  exemplary  characters  make  deeper  and  more  lafting 
good  impreflions  on  the  minds  of  the  many,  than  thofe  who  alTociate 
only  with  literary  charaClers  have  any  idea  of.  While,  therefore,  we 
venerate  the  name  of  a  Howard,  and  rejoice  to  fee  him  held  up  to  view 
as  a  pattern  of  benevolence  and  piety  for  England,  nay  for  Europe,  to 
imitate,  we  muft  not  defpife  the  village  faint  in  retired  and  humble 
life.  Her  virtues  were  remarked  by  all  around,  and  when  prefented 
in  a  difeourfe,  and  enforced  with  artlefs  and  unadorned  earnelfnefs, 
they  imprefs  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  knew  her,  and  produce  .the  la- 
lutary  refolution  and  endeavour  to  ‘  go  and  do  likewife.’ 

Art,' 5 2,  T/[;e  Gentle  Difm'iJJton  of  Saints  from  Earth  to  Heaven;  a 

Sermon,  occafoned  by  the  Deceafe  of  the  Rev.  John  Ryland,fenior,  A,  M% 
By  John  Rippon,  A.  M.  pp.  52.  8vo.  9d.  Dilly.  London,  1792. 

Many  things  do  very  well  from  the  pulpit  that  make  but  an  indif¬ 
ferent  figure  from  the  prefs.  If  divines  attended  more  to  this  remark, 
it  would  frequently  prevent  them  from  complying  with  the  requefls 
of  their  friends,  and  would  fave  their  chara&er  from  injury.  Both 
the  matter  and  form  of  this  difeourfe  might  be  very  fuitable  to  a  mixed 
audience,  and  have  confiderable  efFeCl.  But  when  wc  take  a  printed 
fermon  in  our  hands,  we  expeCl  greater  accuracy,  more  connexion  of 
ideas,  and  lefs  declamation,  than  we  here  find,  Mr.  Ryland,  from 
what  is  here  faid  of  him,  appears  to  have  been  a  very  pious  oddity  ; 
and  Mr.  Rippon  we  (hould  judge  to  be  a  ferious,  orthodox,  zealous, 
popular  Baptift  teacher.  Had  he  been  lefs  minute  as  to  the  birth,  pa¬ 
rentage,  and  education,  of  his  hero,  and  omitted  fome  little  trivial 
circumllances,  it  would  have  been  better.  As  it  is,  we  wi(h  it  may  do 
much  good  to  thofe  for  whom  it  is  defigned. 

♦  i  - 

For  the  ENGLISH  REVIEW. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS 
For  DECEMBER,  1792. 

AMBITION  OF  THE  FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 

T  T  has  been  frequently  obferved,  that  thofe  men  are  the  moft 
happy  whofe  exploits  furnifh  little  matter  for  hiftorical  nar¬ 
ration  ;  whofe  adlious  are  forgotten  in  the  inftant  of  their  per¬ 
formance  ;  and  whofe  remembrance  is  buried  in  the  tomb  which 
covers  their  alhes.  If  this  remark  be  well-founded,  the  pre- 
fent  generation  is  moft  mifcrable ;  the  fuccefSon  of  Important 
occurrences  which  prefents  Itfelf  to  our  view,  outftrips  th(r 
flight  of  the  boldeft  imagination,  and  exceeds  the  prognoftica- 
tioas  of  the  moft  lagacious' politician.  There  is  a  tide  in  the 
gffairs  of  nations,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  individuals,  operating 
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with  a  certainty  which  excludes  the  idea  of  chance,  and  an  uni¬ 
formity  which  is  cafily  traced  to  permanent  principles.  I'he 
people  of  France,  with  opportunities  of  internal  happinefs  which 
Providence  has  granted  to  few,  feeiii  ever  to  have  derived  more 
pleafure  from  dilfurbing  their  neighbours,  than  improving  the 
advantages  which  nature  has  beftowed.  During  the  long  reign 
of  fuperltition  and  defpotifm  In  that  country,  every  knee  was 
compelled  to  bend  before  the  triple  crown  of  the  Roman  pontiff', 
and  every  tongue  to  confefs  the  glory  of  Alonarqne. 

Liberty  and  equality  are  now  become  the  Shibboleth  of  the 
French,  and  contributions  and  imports  are  levied  upon  thofe 
who  rehife  to  pronounce  the  hallowed  founds  ;  whether  enflavcd 
or  free,  the  defire  of  domination  is  their  dirtinguifhing  charrx- 
teriftic.  In  the  various  fpeculations  to  which  the  events  in 
that  kingdom  have  given  rife,  no  due  eftimatc  has  been  made 
of  the  character  of  its  inhabitants,  and  their  capacitv  of  tarting 
the  benefits  of  freedom.  1  he  eye  which  (brinks  from  the  blaze 
of  the  meridian  fun,  may  be  cheered  and  comforted  by  its  rifing 
elFuIgence :  the  infufterable  heat  of  the  former  will  roufe  into 
delirium,  of  fink  into  laflitude  ;  the  general  warmth  of  the  latter 
will  anirnate  exertion,  and  invigorate  hope.  To  change  a  cor¬ 
rupted  monarchy  into  a  virtuous  republic,  is  beyond  the  power 
of  the  wifeft  of  the  human  race ;  to  regenerate  man  is  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Almighty;  the  moft  favoured  of  his  creatures  can 
only  employ  the  talents  w'hich  his  Maker  has  beftowed,  in  mo¬ 
difying  the  vices  of  human  nature,  improving  its  condition, 
and  bringing  it  gradually  nearer  and  nearer  the  fource  of  all 
perfeftion.  To  attempt  more  may  be  the  error  of  good  minds; 
but  experience  tells  us,  that  fliould  partial  fuccefs  produce  an 
extraordinary  elevation,  its  permanency  will  be  only  more  pre¬ 
carious,  and  its  downfall  more  coiifplcuoiis.  The  founders  cf 
the  new  court itution  of  France  have  fuccelfively  loft  reputation, 
liberty,  and  life ;  the  once  popular  La  Fayette,  compelled  to 
fly  by  the  ingratitude  of  his  fellow-citizens,  languifties  in  hopc- 
jefs  captivity;  and  the  remains  of  the  illuftrlous  Mirabcau  have 
been  Mattered  to  the  winds  of  heaven ;  his  ftatucs  have  been 
dcmoliflied,  and  his  memory  proferibed.  If  fober  obfervers 
trembled  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  combined  armies,  as  threatening 
the  revival  of  the  days  of  Attila  and  Jenghiz  Khan,  what 
profpeft  of  amendment  can  they  derive  from  the  many-hcaded 
commonwealth  of  Anacharfis  Cloots,  or  the  exterminating  te- 
nety  of  Roberfpierre.  Like  the  pernicious  drugs  of  mountc-f 
banks,  they  are  equally  calculated  for  the  murder  of  the  patient, 
who  is  only  left  to  the.  fad  choice  of  felefting  the  poifon  which 
will  fooneft  terminate  a  wretched  cxiftence.  Vbi  foUtudirjem 
fwunty  fxicerii  appellant^  fays  thp  indignant  Galgacus  to  his  Ca- 
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ledonian  tribes,  when  encouraging  them  to  repel  the  invading 
Romans;  and  if  liberty  be  proltiturcd  to  licentioufncfs,  and  the 
forms  of  juftice  to  aflaflination,  ought  they  not  to  be  rejected 
with  as  much  difdain  as  the  peace  of  Agricola  by  the  inde¬ 
pendent  highlanders  ? 

INTERNAL  SITUATION  OF  GRE AT-BRIT AIN. 

Notw’ithftanding  thefe  mournful  refle<Sions,  we  were  ftill  con¬ 
gratulating  ourfelves  on  the  tranquillity  which  this  illand  en¬ 
joyed  amidft  the  genera!  convullion ;  we  were  confideriiig  it  as 
the  refuge  of  the  unfortunate,  the  afyluin  of  the  perfecuted,  the 
manfion  of  peace.  Great- Britain,  we  trufted,  was  too  proud 
to  dread  the  influence  of  France,  and  too  powerful  to  be 
alarmed  at  her  progrefs ;  but  now  the  partition  which  feparated 
us  from  furrounding  nations,  is  tottering  to  the  foundation,  and 
we  are  about  to  be  involved  in  the  boundlefs  confufion,  and 
univerftil  war,  which  defolate  the  continent.  This  alteration 
in  our  circumftances  has  not  been  efFedted  by  the  viclories'\)f  a 
Dumourier,  the  conqucil  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  or  the 
fubjugation  of  Savoy,  but  arifes  from  the  groundlefs  appre- 
henfion  of  commotion  at  home.  In  thofe  meetings  of  clubs 
and  focietics,  where  the  unconcerned  fpedlator  could  only  fmile 
at  the  warm  ebullitions  of  momentary  intemperance  •  in  thofe 
debating  focieties,  where  he  could  behold  with  approbation 
youthful  genius  timidly  trying  her  new-fledged  wings;  the 
Jynxean  glance  cf  our  vigilant  adminlllration  difeerned  fchemes 
of  rebellion,  and  plans  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  government. 
The  alarm  was  given,  and  its  refutation  followed;  profefTions 
of  loyalty  poured  in  from  every  corner  of  the  kingdom,  which, 
though  they  may  increafe  the  confidence  of  our  rulers,  make 
their  fincerity  fufpefted.  T  he  clamour  for  reformation  is 
drowned  in  declarations  of  unconditional  attachment;  but  the 
iieceflity  of  the  one  is  demonftrated  by  the  convincing  dedudlions 
of  the  moft  illuminated  underftandings,  while  the  other  will 
pafs  away,  together  with  the  fleeting  popularity  to  which  it  is 
indebted  for  its  origin.  If  much  of  the  profperity  of  this 
country  may  be  aferibed  to  circumftances,  in  producing  which 
government  has  had  no  fliare,  it  muft  be  allowed,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  manv  of  the  grievances  of  which  we  complain  may 
be  more  juftly  imputed  to  the  imperceptible,  but  certain  decay 
of  every  human  inftitution,  rather  than  to  the  peculiar  mlfcon- 
du£l  of  the  prefent  fervants  of  the  crown.  7'hey  are  culpable 
only  when  they  refufe  to  liften  to  the  univerfal  fenfe  of  an 
awakened  people,  or  endeavour  to  poftpone  the  fcafon  of 
amendment  by  exciting  alarms  for  the  fafety  of  the  conftitution, 
when  nothing  but  a  reftoration  of  its  principles  is  requifite. 
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THE  REVOLUTION  IN  l688 

compelled  the  executive  authority  to  alter  its  mode  of  encroach¬ 
ing  upon  the  rights  of  the  lubjevl^i,  but  did  not  procure  ablotute 
fecurity  from  all  invaiions.  The  lion  of  the  prerogative  was 
converted  into  the  ferpent  of  influence ;  our  «;ncellors  burft 
their  chains  on  the  necks  of  their  oppreifors ;  we  kifs  the  l)and 
which  ties  the  gentle  ligament.  That  civii  liberty  which  re- 
fults  from  the  pure  adminiftration  of  juftice,  tlic  impartial  de- 
cifions  of  law,  and  the  fure  defence  of  property,  is  the  portion 
of  every  inhabitant  of  the  iflaiid  ;  but  that  political  freedom, 
which  promotes  the  harmony  of  the  focial  cider  by  enlarging 
the  refearches  of  the  human- mind,  and  fixes  the  Ihuciure  of 
government  on  an  immutable  bails,  by  afeertaining  its  necefl'ary 
connexion  with  the  welfare  of  the  community,  is  lhared  by  few, 
and  difregarded  by  all.  The  Itrong  prejudices  in  favour  of  he¬ 
reditary  rights,  and  the  experience  (  f  the  calamities  which  the 
republican  dcfpotifm  of  Cromwell  had  produced,  made  the  pa¬ 
triots  of  England,  at  the  era  to  which  we  have  alluded,  more 
felicitous  to  determine  the  fuccellion  to  the  throne,  than  careful 
to  limit  its  privileges,  and  provident  to  guard  againil  its  ex- 
cefl'es.  When  the  idol  which  ancient  ignorance  had  adored 
was  felled  to  the  ground,  they  ftripped  it  of  fome  of  its  trap¬ 
pings  to  adorn  the  pure  divinity  whofe  worlhip  they  had  fub- 
ftituted  in  its  ftead.  .  To  this  unpardor.able  negligence  we  mull 
attribute  that  inequality  in  repiefcntation  which  is  the  primary 
fourcc  of  all  our  evils.  In  the  earlier  periods  of  our  hiftory 
we  obferve  that  the  ei^clive  franchife  w’as  rather  regarded  as  a 
benefit  flowing  from  the  bounty  of  the  fovercign,  than*  a  pri¬ 
vilege  refulting  to  the  people  from  the  juft  form  of  every  freely 
conftituted  political  union.  T  he  necell'ary  fluctuations  of  pro¬ 
perty,  and  the  alterations  of  circumftances  conlequent  upon 
them,  reduced  thefe  ancient  corporations  to  total  infignificance, 
and  raifed  other  diftridls  to  wealth  and  importance;  but.^the 
continuance  of  their  charters  fecured  the  perpetuity  of  nominat¬ 
ing  members  to  the  old  boroughs,  while  the  contempt  into 
which  they  had  fallen  prevented  their  fucceflbrs  from  requiring 
fimilar  rights.  Relying  upon  the  aftiftance  he  could  derive  from 
this  eventual  Inequality,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  digefted  and  car¬ 
ried  into  execution  a  plan  of  corriipti<'m  which  gave  permanency 
to  a  temporary  mifehief,  and,  after  it  had  grown  to  maturity, 
protected  the  parent  to  which  it  was  indebted  for  its  eftabiiih- 
ment.  1  he  famous  feptennial  a£t  was  the  earlieft  fruit  of  this 
iniquitous  fyliem  ;  the  preliure  of  temporary  emergencies  was 
urged  as  a  fuflicient  leafon  for, palling  a  law  which  Ihook  the 
pillars  of  the  conftitution,  which  fome  have  exclaimed  againft: 
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as  a  breach  of  truft,  and  others  have  condemned  as  difTolvIng 
the  focial  compact  5  which  has  lulled  the  nation  into  indif¬ 
ference,  and  armed  minilters  with  power ;  has  changed  the 
energy  of  patriotifm  into  the  apathy  of  indifference,  and  con¬ 
verted  the  independent  fons  of  ]]ritain  into  feat-buyers,  pen- 
fioners,  and  courtiers.  The  pacific  difpofition  of  Walpole, 
however,  as  it  prevented  occafions  for  additional  taxes,  and  fa*- 
cilitated  the  extenfion  of  our  commercial  projects,  infured  a  de¬ 
cree  of  popularity,  and  (hielded  him  from  the  hand  of  jufticc. 
The  fplendor  of  Lord  Chatham’s  adminiftration  diffipated  every 
fymptom  of  difeontent,  and,  fefclnatcd  by  the  glare  of  triumph 
and  victory,  England  bore  her  accumulated  burdens  with  fatif- 
fiiftion,  and  deemed  momentary  fuccefs  an  ample  indemnifica¬ 
tion  for  lengthened  opprellion. 


THE  CONTEST  WITH  AMERICA, 


in  its  progrefs  fo  fatal,  but  perhaps  more  beneficial  in  its  refult 
than  injurious  in  its  commencement,  awakened  the  people  from 
their  lethargy.  The  continuance  of  the  war  convinced  them 
that  the  controling  power  of  withholding  Jupplics,  which  con- 
ftitutionally  refted  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  had  dwindled 
into  a  fliadow'^,  and,  on  its '  termination  in  the  .year  1783,  re¬ 
formation  was  recommended  as  the  foie  method  of  avoiding 
ruin.  But  the  celebrated  India  bill,  which  drove  Mr,  Fox  from 
power,  the  commercial  treaty  v/ith  France,  the. abolition  of  the 
flave-trade,  the.hoftilities  with  Tippoo  Salb,  the  Spanifli  Con¬ 
vention,  and  the  Ruffian  armament,  fucceffively  amufed  the 
public  mind,  and  diverted  Its  purfuit  from  the  principal  objed; 
of  attention.  The  unparalleled  exceffes  of  the  French  in  the 
courfe  of  the  conviilfions  W'hich  have  agitated  that  country, 
have  been  now  urged  as  reafons  againft  any  melioration  of  our 
condition;  and  becaufc  oun impetuous  and  immoral  neighbours 
have  difgraced  the  bright  caufe  for  which,  they  fought,  and  the 
fpotlefs  laurels  which  they  once  acquired,  by  the  moft  abomin¬ 
able  cruelty  and  rclentiefs  barbarity;  the  wdfc,  the  virtuous, 
and.  intelligent  Briton,  muft  be  forced  to  continue  as  he  wras, 
under  all  the  evils  of  a  partial  and  an  unequal  reprefentation. 
We  truft  that  this  evil  will  be  foon  corredled,  and  that  the  un¬ 
equivocal  declarations  of  our  fellow-citizens  will  demonftrate 
its  futility;  that  this  ifland  will  Hill  remain  the  abode  of  na¬ 
tional  freedom;  and  that  the  tree  of  liberty,  w^hich  the  perni¬ 
cious  novelties,  the  flagitious  prejudices,  and  blood-thirfty 
difpofition,  of  our  ancient  rivals,  will  probably  nip  in  the  bud, 
may  continue  io  overffiadow  us  with  its  brunches,  and  put  forth 
her  leaves  for  the  healing  of  the  nation* 
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THE  king’s  speech, 

on  the  meeting  of  parliament,  fecmed  to  indicate  approach¬ 
ing  hoftilities  with  France.  The  fcheme  of  conquering  by  in¬ 
corporation,  which  the  unexpedled  fuccefs  of  that  country  ha» 
induced  it  to  adopt,  though  it  may  excite  tranfient  alarm  in  the 
mind  of  a  fuperficial  obferver,  is  too  heterogeneous  in  its  na¬ 
ture  to  excite  any  ferious  apprchenfions.  \V'ithout  any  effort 
for  its  overthrow^  the  difeordant  mafs  will  crumble  to  pieces; 
and,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  nation,  it  would  be  the  fummit 
of  political  folly  to  engage  in  a  w’ar  with  a  ifate  rendered  def- 
perate  from  poverty,  and  valiant  from  necellity.  Our  flourifh- 
ing  commerce  may  be  deffroyed,  while  there  is  none  on  which 
we  can  retaliate.  The  pollbffion  of  new  coloiiies  would  only 
add  to  the  fize  of  an  empire  already  too  extenfive;  and  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  check  the  progrefs  of  France  by  land,  would  only 
difplay  our  own  imbecility,  and  increafe  her  infolence.  If  the 
honour  and  inhumanity  of  Grcat-Britain  require  an  interpoii- 
tion  In  favour  of  ^ 
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and  his  unhappy  wife  and  family,  a  remonffrance  might  be  de- 
vifed  equally  remote  from  the  language  of  threatening  and  the 
tone  of  fubmiffion,  addrefied  to  the  underllanding  and  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  rational  beings,  foberly  expoftulating  on  the  impropriety 
of  their  conduft,  and  calmly  difplaying  the  confcqucnces  of 
their  mifbehaviour.  If  this  method  of  proceeding  fhould  fail, 
we  cannot  expect  a  more  favourable  ifTiic  from  deeds  of  violence, 
and  a£ls  of  blgodlhqd.  Revenge  will  fiill  recoil  on  the  hands 
that  ufe  it;  and  the  immutable  laws  of  moral  government  pre¬ 
pare  a  puniflihient  which  we  will  vainly  interpofe  to  inflict. 

\ 

THE  TRIAL  OF  MR.  PAINE, 

for  the  publication  of  the  fccond  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man^ 
has  terminated  in  favour  of  the  crown ;  though  we  cannot  fee 
what  good  effects  the  verdict  will’ produce.  I'he  invention  of  the 
art  of  printing  has  Introduced  a  problem  in  legiflation,  which  hu¬ 
man  reafon  has  hitherto  been  unable  to  folve.  Jurifprudence,  as 
a  fcience  deduced  from  the  nature  of  man,  and  calculated  for  the 
regulation  of  his  character,  the  protedtion  of  his  rights,  and 
the  reftraint  of  his  vices,  muft  vary  in  its  principles,  according 
to  the  different  forms  which  fociety  affumes,  and  the  dlverfifieu 
irregularities  to  which  its  varying  fliades  give  rife.  If  to  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs  we  are  indebted  for  the  fublimell  produ(5Iions 
of  the  human  intellect,  the  pureft  lelTons  of  morality,  and  the 
choiceft  morfels  of  eloquence,  to  it  we  muft  alfo  aferibe  that 
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inundation  of  licentious*  pliblications,  which  poifon  the  ima¬ 
gination,  afTociate  the  ideas  of  vice  and  enjoyment  in  the  youth¬ 
ful  mind,  fo  infeparably,  as  never  to  be  disjoined,  and  prema¬ 
turely  accomplifh  it  for  acting  a  diftinguifhed  part  in  the  feenes 
of  plcafurc,  which  his  ardent  expectation  has  long  anticipated, 
and  from  whofe  deluhon  nothing  but  the  moft  fatal  experience 
can  ever  extricate  him.  "rb.,pi:eveht‘ the  art  of  printing  from 
thus  injuring  the  deareft  rights^ cf  individuals,''!^  the  duty,  of 
every  legiflation.  But  as  ho  government  can  have  any  other 
fupport  than  a  convidtion  of  its  utility,  cv;ery  profecution  for 
pfditical  libels,  implies  a  cqnfcioufuefs^ of  weaknefs,  and  a  dread 
of  ferutiny ;  and,  ibould  fuch  proceedings  be  crowned  with 
.  (hccefs,  punilhment,  unattended  with  difgrace,  will  awaken  no 
contrition,  and  operate  no  amendment.  A  mixed  Gopftitutloa 
is  more  capable  of  a  greater  extenhon  of  this  invaluable  privi¬ 
lege,  than  an  abOdutc  monarchy  or  a  pure  republic.  In  the 
one  it  is  checked  by  the  will  of.  the  prince  ;\in  the  other  it  is 
controlled  by  the  defpiitifm  of  law.  ...Among  us,  every  publica¬ 
tion  meets  with  a  reward  proportioned  to  its  merit;  and  the 
equal  power  which  all -may  enjoy  of  diflbminating  their  opi¬ 
nions,  demoiiilrates  thp. precarious  advantages  to  be  derive J  froin. 
profecutions  for  .writings  of  whatever  complexion.  .On 
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nothing  decifiye  has  taken  place;  -We;  are  ftilMn'  anxious. ex- 

peftatlon  on  the  refult  of  the  trial  of  Louis  X!yi.  /  General 

Miranda  h:^s  ad3^c*d  Ruremond  to" the  number  6f  Kis’^coiiquefts, 

and  Dumourier  has  taken  Liege; 'while,  oh  the  other  hand, 

Cuftihe  has-been  repuifed  f^rohi'  Franefort,  of ‘  which  the 

Auftrians  and  Pruffians  have  obtained  poirellion.  The  flow 

proceedihgs  of  the  t)utch' leave  us”  in  iiricertainty  with  fefp'edl 

to  the  meafures  they  will  adopt  in  .confcquence  of  the  opening 

of  the:ScheldV  and  tliough’we  may  utter  a  wifli  for  peace,  yet 

the  general  fermentation  of  the  world  forbids  us  to ‘indulge  in 

Ae  Certain  hope'of  tranqUillify.  '  '  ''  ' 
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The  article  to  *which  A.  B.  refers  ikos  printed  before  his  letter  reached 

us.  If  he  -will  favour  us  with  his  adJre/t,  it  may  be  hi  our  jiower  to 

Jor'rward  the  paper  be  wants f^Thc  firji  volume  qf  D^m.Gds  tfdiijlation 

of  the  Bible  is  publijhea.  ^  ,  ' 
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jriveu  in  our  next  number.  ^  ^  }'  •  "  * ''  * 
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Communications  for  The  English  RtViEw  requefied^Ao 
le/ent  to  Mr.  Murray,.  No.  jz,  Fleet-ftreet,  London;  where  Sub- 
ferihers.  for  this  Monthly  Performance  are  refpeclfully  dejired  to  gi^e  in 
it  heir  Names  4  ^  • 


